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In connection with reports in the press of sugges-
tions made in certain quarters in Geneva that there
be held in Washington another naval limitation con-
ference participated in by Japan, Great Britain and
United States of America, :Awm assumed that these
suggestions were made entirely on the authorities
of the individuals who made them. They were made

‘without consulting the American Government. There
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is very little that one could say about that sugges-
tion at the present time. At some other time or
under some other circumstances suggestions of this
kind might be viewed with considerable sympathy
but at the present time the United States of America
,:mm committed itself to the conference that is now
in session. If it should now begin to talk about
some other conference to consider questions that
are already being considered by this conference it
is felt that it would very seriously impair the pro-
spects of any successful and practical conclusion be-
ing reached by this conference.

This is not said in any critisism of what has been
suggested but if we were to join in and participate

and endorse another conference the other govern-

- ments assembled at Geneva might say “What is the

use of going on with this conference?”’ The attitude
of the United States of America is to do everything
it possibly can do to make the present conference

Rl
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a success.

The interested governments are all assembled
there.

It has taken a considerable time to secure that
result.

Everything that can possibly be done to work out
a practicable solution of some limitation of naval
armament and Hmbn, armament should be done at
this present conference.

The United States of America has strong hope and
confidence that there can be practical solutions.

It would not be helpful to make any comment on
or to make any suggestion or join in any suggestion,
that the United States of America has in contempla-

tion the calling of a conference at Washington.
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