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The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics:

Lev Mikhailovitch Karakhan

Who, having communicated to each other their amwwmo-
tive full powers, found to be in good and due form,
have agreed upon the following Articles:

Article I, Immediately upon the signing of the present
Agreement, the normal diplomatic and consular relations
between. the two Contracting Parties shall be re-
established.

The Government of the Wwvcwmo of China agrees to
take the necessary steps to transfer to the Government
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics the Legation
and Consular buildings formerly belonging to the
Tsarist Government.

Article II. The Governments of the two Contracting
Parties agree to hold, within one month after the

signing of the present Agreement, a Conference which

shall conclude and carry out detailed arrangements
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Agreement on General Principles for
the Settlement of the Questions
between the Republic of China
and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics.

The Republic of China and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, desiring to re-establish normal
relations with each other, have agreed to conclude an
agreement on general principles for the settlement of
the questions between the two countries, and have to
that end named as their Hu_mi_uoﬁm,uawlmm, that is to say:

His Excellency the President of the Republic of
China:

Vi Kyuin Wellington Koo

relative to the questions in accordance with the prin-
ciples as provided in the following Articles.

Such detailed arrangements shall be completed as
soon as possible and, in any case, not later than six
months from the date of the opening of the Conference
as provided in the preceding paragraph.

Article III. The Governments of the two Contract-
ing Parties agree to annul at the Conference as provid-
ed in the preceding Article, all Conventions, Treaties,
Agreements, Protocols, Contracts, etcetera, concluded
between the Government of China and the Tsarist Gov-
ernment and to replace them with new treaties, agree-
ments, etcetera, on the basis of equality, reciprocity
and justice, as well as the spirit of the Declarations of
the Soviet Government of the years of 1919 and 1920.

Article IV. The Government of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, in accordance with its policy and
Declarations of 1919 and 1920, declares that all Treaties,

Agreements, etcetera, concluded between the former
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Tsarist Government and any third party or parties
affecting the sovereign rights or interests of China,
are null and void.

The Governments of both Contracting Parties de-
clare that in future neither Government will conclude
any treaties or agreements which prejudice the sovereign
rights or interests of either Contracting Party.

Article V. The Government of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics recognizes that Outer Mongolia is
an integral part of the Republic of China and respects
China’s sovereignty therein.

The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics declares that as soon as the questions for
the withdrawal of all the troops of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics from Outer Mongolia—namely, as to
the time-limit of the withdrawal of such troops and
the measures to be adopted in the interests of the
safety of the frontiers—are agreed upon at the Confer-

ence as provided in Article II of the present Agree-

ing Parties agree to regulate at the aforementioned
Conference the questions relating.to the navigation of
rivers, lakes and -other bodies. of water which are
common to their respective frontiers, on the basis of
equality -and reciprocity,

Article IX. The Governments of the two Contract-
ing Parties agree to settle at the aforementioned
Conference the question of the Chinese Eastern Rail-
way in conformity with the  principles as hereinafter
provided:

(1) The Governments of the two Contracting ' Parties
declare that the Chinese Eastern Railway is a purely
commercial enterprise.

The Governments of the two Contracting Parties
mutually declare that with the exception of matters
pertaining to the business operations which are under
the direct control of the Chinese Eastern Railway,
all other matters affecting the rights of the National

and the Local Governments of the Republic of China-
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ment, it will effect the complete withdrawal oﬂ* all the
troops of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics from
Outer Mongolia.

Article VI. The Governments of the two Contracting
Parties mutually pledge themselves not to permit,
within their respective territories the existence and/or
activities of any organisations or groups whose aim is
to struggle by acts of violence against the Governments
of either Contracting Party.

The Governments of the two Contracting Parties
further pledge themselves not to engage in propaganda
directed against the political and social systems of
either Contracting Party.

Article VII. The Governments of the two Contract-
ing Parties agree to redemarcate their national bound-
aries at the Conference as provided in Article II of
the present Agreement, and pending such redemarcation,
to maintain the present boundaries.

Article VIII. The Governments of the two Contract-

such as judicial matters, matters relating to civil
administration, military administration, police, munic-
ipal government, taxation, and landed property (with
the exception of lands required by the said Railway)-
shall be administered by the Chinese Authorities.

(2)  The Government of the Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics agrees to the redemption by the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of China, with Chinese capital,
of the Chinese Eastern Railway, as well as all appur-
tenant properties, and to the transfer to China of all
shares and bonds of the said Railway.

(3) The Governments of the two Contracting Parties
shall settle at the Conference as provided in Article II
of the present Agreement, the amount and conditions
governing the redemption as well as the procedure
for the transfer of the Chinese Eastern Railway.

(4) The Government of the Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics agrees to be responsible for the entire

claims of the shareholders, bondholders and  creditors
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of the Chinese Eastern Railway incurred prior to the
Revolution of March 9th 1917.

(5) The Governments of the two Contracting Parties
mutually agree that the future of the Chinese Eastern
Railway shall be determined by the Republic of China
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, to the
exclusion of any third party or parties.

(6) The Governments of the two Contracting Parties
agree to draw up an arrangement for the provisional
management of the Chinese Eastern Railway pending
the settlement of the questions as provided under
Section (3) of the present Article.

(7) Until the various questions relating to the
Chinese Eastern Railway are settled at the Conference
as provided in Article II of the present Agreement,

the rights of the two Governments arising out of the

f August 27th
September 8th,

and Operation of the Chinese Eastern Railway, which

Contract o 1896, for the Construction

do not conflict with the present Agreement and the

Parties in accordance with the. principles of equality
and reciprocity. -

Article XIV. The Governments of the two Con-
tracting Parties agree to discuss at the aforementioned
Conference the questions relating to the claims for
the compensation of losses.

Article XV. The present Agreement shall come into
effect from the date of signature.

In witness whereof, the respective plenipotentiaries
have signed the present Agreement in duplicate in the
English language and have affixed thereto their seals.

Done at the City of Peking this Thirty-First Day
of the Fifth Month of the Thirteenth Year of the
Republic of China, which is, the Thirty-First Day of
May One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

(Seal) V. K. Wellington Koo
(Seal) L. M. Karakhan

Agreement for the Provisional
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Agreement for the Provisional Management of the
said Railway and which do not prejudice China’s rights
of sovereignty, shall be maintained.

Article X. The Government of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics agrees to renounce the special rights
and privileges relating to all Concessions in any part
of China acquired by the Tsarist Government under
various Conventions, Treaties, Agreements, etcetera.

Article XI. The Government of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics agrees to renounce the Russian
portion of the Boxer Indemnity.

Article XII. The Government of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics agrees to relinquish the rights of
extraterritoriality and consular jurisdiction.

Article XIII. The Governments of the two Con-
tracting Parties agree to draw up simultaneously with
the conclusion of a Commercial Treaty at the Confer-
ence as provided in Article II of the present Agree-

ment, a Customs Tariff for the two Contracting

Management of the Chinese Eastern
Railway

The Republic of China and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics mutually recognizing that, inasmuch
as the Chinese Eastern Railway was built with capital
furnished by the Russian Government and constructed
entirely within Chinese territory, the said Railway is
a purely commercial enterprise and that, excepting for
matters appertaining to its own business operations, all
other matters which affect the rights of the Chinese
National and Local Governments shall be administered
by the Chinese Authorities, have agreed to conclude
an Agreement for the Provisional Management of the
Railway with a view to carrying on jointly the manage-
ment of the said Railway until its final settlement at
the Conference as provided in Article II of the Agree-
ment on General Principles for the Settlement of the
Questions between the Republic of China and the Union
of the Soviet Socialist Republics of May 31, 1924, and

el
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have to that end named as their Plenipotentiaries, that
is to say:

His Excellency the President of the Republic of
China:

Vi Kyuin Wellington Koo

The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics:

Lev Mikhailovitch Karakhan

Who, having communicated to each other their
respective full powers, found to be in good and due
form, have agreed upon the following Articles:

Article I. The Railway shall establish, for discus-
sion and decision of all matters relative to the Chinese
Eastern Railway, a Board of Directors to be composed
of ten persons, of whom five shall be appointed by the
Government of the Republic of China and five by the
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
- The Government of the Republic of China shall

appoint one of the Chinese Directors as President of

Directors, and in that of the Assistant Director-General,
by one of the Russian Directors).

~Article II. The Railway shall. establish a Board
of Auditors to be composed of five persons, namely
two-Chinese Auditors, who shall be appointed by ‘the
Government of the Republic of China and 3 Russian
Auditors who shall be appointed by the Government
-of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

The Chairman of the Board of Auditors shall be
elected from among the Chinese Auditors.

Article TII. The Railway shall have a Manager,
who shall be a national of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, and two Assistant Managers, one
to be a national of the Republic of China and the
other to be a national of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics.

The said officers shall be appointed by the Board
of Directors and such appointments shall be confirmed

by their. respective Governments.

I - BEEYHSBEERE KRR

YOH
the Board of Directors, who shall also be the Director-
General.

The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics shall appoint one of the Russian Directors
as Vice-President of the Board of Directors, who shall
also be the Assistant Director-General.

Seven persons shall constitute a quorum, and all
decisions of the Board of Directors shall have the
consent of not less than six persons before they can be
carried out.

The Director-General and Assistant Director- General
shall jointly manage the affairs of the Board of Directors
and they shall both sign all the documents of the
Board.

In the absence of either the Director-General or
the Assistant Director-General, their respective Govern-
ments may appoint another Director to officiate as the
Director-General or the Assistant Director-General (in

the case of the Director-General, by one of the Chinese

The rights and duties of the Manager and the
Assistant Managers shall be defined by the Board of
Directors.

Article IV. The Chiefs and Assistant Chiefs of the
various Departments of the Railway shall be appointed
by the Board of Directors.

If the Chief of Department is a national of the
Republic of China, the Assistant Chief of Department
shall be a national of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, and if the Chief of Department is a national
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the Assistant
Chief of Department shall be a national of the Republic
of China.

Article V. The employment of persons in the various
departments of the Railway shall be in accordance
with the principle of equal representation between
the nationals of the Republic of China and those of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Article VI. With the exception of the estimates

+YOH
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and budgets, as provided in Article VII of the present
Agreement, all other matters on which the Board of
Directors cannot reach an agreement shall be referred
for settlement to the Governments of the Contracting
Parties.

Article VII. The Board of Directors shall present
the estimates and budgets of the Railway to a joint
meeting of the Board of Directors and the Board of
Auditors for consideration and approval.

Article VIII.- ATl the net profits of the Railway
shall be held by the Board of Directors and shall not
be used pending a final settlement of the question of
the present Railway.

Article IX. The Board of Directors shall revise as
soon as possible the statutes of the Chinese Eastern
Railway Company, approved on December 4, 1896, by
the Tsarist Government, in accordance with the present
Agreement and the Agreement on General Principles

for the Settlement of the Questions between the Republic

effect from the date of signature.

In witness whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries
have signed the present Agreement in duplicate in the
English language and have affixed thereto their seals.

Done at the City of Peking this Thirty-First Day
of the Fifth Month of the Thirteenth Year of the
Republic of China, which is, the Thirty-First Day of
May, One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

(Seal) V. K. Wellington Koo
(Seal) HL M. Karakhan

Declaration (I)

The Government of the Republic of China and the
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
declare that immediately after the signing of the
Agreement on General Principles between the Republic
of China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics of
May 31, 1924, they will reciprocally hand over to each

other all the real estate and movable property owned
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of China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
of May 31, 1924, and in any case, not later than six
months from the date of the constitution of the Board
of Directors.

Pending their revision, the aforesaid statutes, insofar
as they do not conflict with the present Agreement
on General Principles for the Settlement of the Questions
between the Republic of China and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, and do not prejudice the rights
of sovereignty of the Republic of China, shall continue
to be observed.

Article X. The present Agreement shall cease to have
effect as soon as the question of the Chinese Eastern
Railway is finally settled at the Conference as provided
in Article II of the Agreement on General Principles
for the Settlement of the Questions between the Republic
of China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
of May 31, 1924.

Article XI. The present Agreement shall come into

by China and the former Tsarist Government and
found in their respective territories. For this purpose
each Government will furnish the other with a list of
the property to be so transferred.

In faith whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries of
the Governments of the two Contractirg Parties have
signed the present Declaration in duplicate in the
English language and have affixed thereto their seals.

Done at the City of Peking this Thirty-First Day
of the Fifth Month - of the Thirteenth Year of the
Republic of China, which is, the Thirty-First Day
of May, One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-
Four.

(Seal) V. K. Wellington Koo
(Seal) L. M. Karakhan
Declaration (II)

The Government of the Republic China and the

Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

hereby declare that it is understood that with regard

POY
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to the buildings and landed property of the Russian
Orthodox Mission belonging as it does to the Govern-
ment of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics the
question of the transter or other suitable disposal of the
same will be jointly determined at the Conference provid-
ed in Article II of the Agreement on General Principles
between the Republic of China and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics of May 31, 1924, in accordance with
the internal laws and regulations existing in China
regarding property, holding in the inland. As regards
the buildings and property of the Russian Orthodox
Mission belonging as it does to the Government of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at Peking
and Patachu, the Chinese Government will take steps to
immediately transfer same as soon as the Government
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics will designate
a Chinese person or organization, in accordance with

the laws and regulations existing in China regarding

property-holding in the inland.

Declaration (III) °
The Government of the Republic of China and the
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
jointly declare that it is understood that with reference
to Article IV of the Agreement on General Principles
between the Republic of China and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics of May 31, 1924, the Government of
the Republic of China will not and does not recognize as
valid any treaty, agreement, etcetera, concluded between
Russia since the Tsarist regime and any third party
or parties, affecting the sovereign rights and interests
of the Republic of China. It is further understood that
this expression of understanding has the same force
and validity as a general declaration embodied in the

said Agreement on General Principles.
In faith whereof, the respeetive Plenipotentiaries
of the Governments of the two Contracting Parties have
signed the present Declaration in duplicate in the

English language and have affixed thereto their seals.
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Meanwhile the Government of the Republic of China
will at once take measures with a view to guarding
all the said buildings and property and clearing them
from all the persons now living there.

It is further understood that this expression of
understanding has the same force and validity as a
genera] declaration embodied in the said Agreement on
General Principles.

In faith whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries
of the Governments of the two Contracting Parties
have signed the present Declaration in duplicate in
the English language and have affixed thereto their
seals.

Done in the City of Peking this Thirty-First Day
of the Fifth Month of the Thirteenth Year of the
Republic of China, which is, the Thirty-First Day of
May One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

(Seal) V. K. Wellington Koo
(Seal) L. M. Karakhan

Done in the City of Peking this Thirty-First Day of
Fifth Month of the Thirteenth Year of the Republic
of China, which is, the Thirty-First Day of May, One
Thousand Nine hundred and Twenty-Four.

(Seal) V. K. Wellington Koo
(Seal) L. M. Karakhan
Declaration (IV)
The Government of the Republic of China and

the Government of the of Soviet Socialist

Union
Republics jointly declare that it is understood that
the Government of the Republic of China will not
transfer either in part or in whole to any third Power
or any foreign organization the special rights and
privileges renounced by the Government of the Union
of “Soviet Socialist Republics in Article X of the
Agreement on General Principles between the Republic
of China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
of May 31, 1924. Tt is further understood that this

expression of understanding has the same force and
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validity as a general declaration embodied in the said
Agreement on General Principles.

In faith whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries
of the Governments of the two Contracting Parties
have signed the present Declaration in duplicate in
the English language and have affixed thereto their
seals.

Done at the City of Peking this Thirty-First Day
of the Fifth Month of the Thirteenth Year of the
Republic of China, which is, the Thirty-First Day
of May, One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-
Four.

(Seal) V. K. Wellington Koo
(Seal) L. M. Karakhan
Declaration (V)

The Government of the Republic of China and

the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics jointly declare that it is understood that

with reference to Article XI of the Agreement on

understanding has the same force and validity as a
general declaration embodied in the said Agreement
on General Principles.

In faith whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries
of the Governments of the two Contracting Parties
have signed the present Declaration in duplicate in
the English language and have affixed thereto their
seals. .

Done at the City of Peking this Thirty-First Day
of the Fifth Month of the Thirteenth Year of the
Republic of China, which is, the Thirty-First Day of
May, One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

(Seal) V. K. Wellington Koo
(Seal) L. M. Karakhan
Declaration (VI)

‘The Government of the Republic of China and the
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
agree that they will establish equitable provisions at

the Conference as provided in Article 1I'of the Agree-
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General Principles between the Republic of China and
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics of May 31, 1924:

1. The Russian share of the Boxer Indemnity
which the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics renounces, will after the satisfaction of all
prior obligations secured thereon be entirely appro-
priated to create a fund for the promotion of education
among the Chinese people.

2. A special Commission will be established to
administer and allocate the said fund. This Commission
will consist of three persons, two of whom will be
appointed by the Government of the Republic of China
and oa.-m by the Government of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. Decisions of the said Commission
will be taken by unanimous vote.

3. The said fund will be deposited as it accrues
from time to time in a Bank to be designated by the
said Commission.

It is further understood that this expression of

ment on General Principles between the Republic of
China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics of
May 31, 1924, for the regulation of the situation cre-
ated for the citizens of the Government of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics by the relinquishment ' of
the rights of extraterritoriality and consular jurisdiction
under Article XII of the aforementioned Agreement, it
being understood however that the nationals of the
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
shall be entirely amenable to Chinese jurisdiction.

In faith whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries
of the Governments of the two Contracting Parties have
signed the present Declaration in duplicate in the
English language and have affixed thereto their seals.

Done at the City of Peking this Thirty-First Day of
the Fifth Month of the Thirteenth Year of the Republic
of China, which is, the Thirty-First Day of May, One
Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

(Seal) V. K. Wellington Koo

SO
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(Seal) L. M. Karakhan
Declaration (VII)

The Government of the Republic of China and
the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, having signed the Agreement on General
Principles between the Republic of China and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics of May 31, 1924,
hereby agree, in explanation of Article V of the
Agreement for the Provisional Management of the
Chinese Eastern Railway of the same date, which
provides for the principle of equal representation in
the filling of posts by citizens of the Republic of
China and those of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, that the application of this principle is
not to be understood to mean that the present employ-
ees of Russian nationality shall be dismissed for the
sole purpose of enforcing the said principle. It is
turther understood that access to all posts is equally

open to citizens of both Contracting Parties, that no

On behalf of my Government, I have the honour
to declare that, an Agreement on General Principles
for the Settlement of the Questions between the Republic
of China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
having been signed between us to-day, the Government
of the Republic of China will, in the interests of
friendship between the Republic of China and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, discontinue the services of
all the subjects of the former Russian Empire now
employed in the Chinese army and police force, as they
constitute by their presence or activities a menace to
the safety of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
If you will furnish my Government with a list of such
persons, the authorities concerned will be instructed to
adopt the necessary action.

I have the honour to remain,
Yours faithfully,
V. K. Wellington Koo

Minister for Foreign Affairs

[ BBV BREE KRR

B
special preference shall be shown to either nationality,
and that the posts shall be filled in accordance with
the ability and technical as well as educational quali-
fications of the applicants.

In faith whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries
of the Governments of the two Contracting Parties
have signed the present Declaration in duplicate in
the English language and have affixed thereto their
seals.

Done at the City of Peking this Thirty-First Day
of the Fifth Month of the Thirteenth Year of the
Republic of China, which is, the Thirty-First Day of
May, One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

(Seal) V. K. Wellington Koo
(Seal) L. M. Karakhan

Exchange of Notes
Peking, May 31, 1924,
Dear Mr. Karakhan:

of the Republic of China
Mr. L. M. Karakhan,

Extraordinary Plenipotentiary Representative
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
to the Republic of China,
Peking.

Huowmbm.. May 31, 1924,

Dear Dr. Koo,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the
following Note from you under this date:

“On behalf of my Government, I have the honour
to declare that, an Agreement on General Principles
for the Settlement of the Questions between the
Republic of China and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics having been signed between us to-day,
the Government of the Republic of China will, in - the
interests of friendship between the Republic of China

and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, discon-

tinue the services of all the subjects of the former

SRl
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Russian Empire now employed in the Chinese army
and police force, as they constitute by their presence
or activities a menace to the safety of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics. If you will furnish my
Government with a list of such persons, the authorities
concerned will be instructed to adopt the necessary
action.”

In reply, I beg to state, on behalf of my Govern-
ment, that I have taken note of the same and that
I agree to the propositions as contained therein.

1 have the honour to be
Very truly yours,
L. M. Karakhan
Extraordinary Plenipotentiary Representa-
tive of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to the Republic of China.
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