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The Japanese Consul-General and the Huamnor“ Ameri-
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can and British Consuls have agreed that they, acting
their respective Legation. (Government), their respective
seals placed on July 31, 1922, two cabinets containing
the more valuable documents of the Land Department
of the Chinese Eastern Railway, if and when the
present higher Russian officers of the Board of Direc-
tors and Instructor of the Administration of the Rail-
way are actually replaced by Russian appointees of the
Soviet Government, or if untoward local circumstances
demand, in the judgement of the Consular officers
concerned, that such action be taken.

To remove the seals at present would probably cause
uneasiness and misunderstanding at Harbin.

Has the Legation (Government) any objection to this
of action ?

(e s B - (e R | R

Yamanouchi
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Tetsuchoshun, 1. 07 p.m., July 27, 1924
Received, 5. 00 pm. »# ”
Gaimudaijin,
Tokio,
&1 oo
4 IR X B B
&<
Referring to your telegram dated July 23rd, my
French, American and British colleagues and 1 are of
the opinion that to remove the seals at the present
time would cause uneasiness in local business and
railway circles, make the maintenance of the status quo
of the railway more difficult, give the Chinese authorities

a further pretext for continuing their attacks against

the present railway administration which have recently
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110
been nmsmﬁmm. encourage them perhaps to attempt
again to secure control of the title deeds and other
valuable documents of the Railway.

It is believed that, if and when the present adminis-
tration of the Railway, which is constantly in close
touch with my colleagues and myself, is actually re-
placed by Soviet-Chinese administration, the seals can be
removed without embarrassment or difficulty.
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Peking, 8. 45 p.m. 31. Jul. 1924.
Received, 5. 00 am. 1. Aug. »
Gaimudaijin, Tokio. )
®ICH | go
While ministers accept conclusion of Consuls that
present time is not opportune for removal of seals,
they desire to impress Consuls with their conviction
that seals should be removed at earliest practicable
date. As to this date they would desire to be advised
by Consuls.
Ohta
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Peking, July 31st *24. 11. 50 p. m.
Rec’d, August 1st ’24. 10. 45 a. m.
Gaimudaijin, Tokio.
&ACH oo

Representatives of United States, Great Britain, Japan
and France, acting under instructions from their Gov-
ernments, have honor to recall to His Excellency Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs solidarity which exists between
China and Powers Signatories of Washington Confer-
ence with regard to principle which constituted (ARH7)
of policy adopted by Conference.

They desire especially to refer to two resolutions of
Washington Conference concerning Chinese Eastern
Railway and to ‘emphasize obligations which those
Resolutions impose upon Chinese Government. (7BH)

In addition, they wish to call special attention of His

Excellency to serious consequences which would ensue

K
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from a change in economic and legal status of (i)
Railway, should such change impair administrative
integrity of China and principle of equal opportunity.
In view of signature of Sino-Russian Agreement of
May 31st, Representatives of Four Powers would be
glad to receive satisfactory assurances on above-
mentioned points for communication to their Govern-
ments.
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Embassy of the
Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics
Peking

highest considerations.
L. Karakhan
His Excellency
K. Yoshizawa,
Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary of

Japan.
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Mo
July 10, 1924.

Monsieur le Ministre,

In reply to your Note of June 7th, 1924, in reference
to the Declaration of the Japanese Government with
regard to the Chinese Eastern Railway, I have the
honour mw the instruction of my Government to request
Your Excellency kindly to convey the following to the
Imperial Japanese Government:

The Government of the Union declares that the
question of the Chinese Eastern Railway is a matter
entirely between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
and the Republic of China, and that no other Power
or citizens of any other Power can have any rights or
interests in the Chinese Eastern Railway.

In view of this the Government of the Union cannot
take to cognizance the Declaration of the Imperial
Japanese Government.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your

Excellency, Monsieur le Ministre, the assurances of my
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The arrests of Ostroumoff, Gondatti and Mihailoff
have created a great state of excitement at Harbin,
General Oo%-%wﬂmv-ﬁm: who, acting under instructions
from Mukden, locally ordered the arrests, has informed
the Japanese Consul General, Em. French, American
and British Consuls that no charges have been legally
made against them, but he intimated that the new
board of directors of the Chinese Eastern Railway was
searching for evidence against them.

My French, American and British consular colleagues
and I have interested ourselves in this case on the
grounds of humanity, and in order to endeavour to
prevent serious disturbance of peace and foreign
business by such arbitrary acts on the part of the

local Chinese authorities in the future.
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It is believed that only strong representations made
to Marshal Chang-Tso-Lin at Mukden can secure for
the prisoners humane treatment and a speedy consi-
deration of their cases. I recommend that such
representations be made through the Consulate General
at Mukden if the Legation deem such action proper.
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October 21, 1924.

RE  #4n ()

No. 1128/68.
Monsieur le Ministre,

In reply to Your Excellency’s Note of the 4th inst,,

deemed it necessary to make the statement to which
the Note of the Japanese Government of 4th of October
was a reply.

1 avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency, Monsieur le Ministre, the assurances of my
highest consideration.

(Signed) L. Karakhan
His Excellency

Monsieur K. Yoshizawa,

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of Japan.

o PN

K+ =1 oG mwmmwmmwmm%u

FRE S DUHABRREBENRNRIRME
LBEORE N Qi 1] D H e mEkE N3k
g1 Rl (EENR)
¥ HY WK S IR~ BN m P 2 EREE N REN
e B N RN H R N R 1 HIEE Y N = M S R

S2OREMEHS N KNI | EE Y N @B A AN R

1O ENETmBEERE  KulP

KHEK

I have the
Government to communicate as follows:—

In its Note of 10th of July, 1924, the Government

of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics declared

honour under instructions from my

that it could not take cognizance of the reservations
made by the Japanese Government concerning the
rights and interests of Japan and Japanese citizens with
regard to the Chinese Eastern Railway. The Govern-
ment of the Union considers it advisable to confirm
its view and state that no agreement between the Union

and the Chinese Republic concerning the Chinese
Eastern Railway can affect any interests or rights of
Japan or Japanese citizens or of any Third Power,
for excepting China, there exist no such rights or
interests of foreign powers or their nationals in regard
to the Chinese Eastern Railway. Being desirous to
avoid any misunderstanding that may in future arise
out of any claims based on facts unknown to or not
recognized by the Government of the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics, the Government of the Union
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