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Aide-Mémoire

The Japanese Government entirely share with the
French Government the opinion that a new Government
which may be established in China is entitled to recog-
nition by foreign Powers, only when it is capable of
fulfilling China’s international engagements. The Japa-
nese Government further realize the importance of ob-
taining from a new Government in China satisfactory
assurance respecting such international obligations, in
case it becomes opportune to consider the question of

recognition to be extended to that Government.
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Instructions will be given to the Japanese Minister at
Peking to co-operate with his colleagues of the principal
Powers interested in China in examining, at an oppor-
tune moment, all questions relating to recognition sub-

ject to the approval of their respective Governments.
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H. E. the British Ambassador at Tokyo was so good
as to assure the Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the desire of his Government to act in full co-opera-
tion and consultation with Japan in matters relating to
the situation in China. The Japanese Government are
deeply sensible of the friendly sentiments thus mani-

fested by the British Government, which they will be
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only too happy to reciprocate. They recall with grati-
fication that perfect accord in policy and in action has
always been maintained between the two Governments
on all questions bearing upon the recent disturbances
in China, and they confidently look forward to the
continued growth of those agreeable relations.

It is believed to be generally conceded that no useful
purpose can be served by any intervention in the
domestic affairs of China. With a long historical back-
ground, and amidst the surroundings peculiar to the
country, the Chinese people must be left free to order
their own national life in their own way. Such plans
as have often been discussed in unofficial quarters,
aiming at an international control of certain branches
of Chinese administration, would, in the opinion of the
Japanese Government, prove disastrous to the indepen-
dent existence of China, and productive of international
complications.

At the same time, the foreign Powers cannot, with

new Cabinet composed of men who have long figured
prominently in various factions and Provinces. It ap-
pears that all these arrangements are intended to be
only provisional, and that a more lasting regime is
reserved for discussion and settlement at a national as-
sembly shortly to be convoked.

The Japanese Government are not directly concerned
in the question, who will assume the reins of govern-
ment in China, or what form of political institution
the proposed national assembly will adopt. Their chief
preoccupation lies in the question, whether or not
China will soon be provided with a sufficiently strong
government to maintain law and order within her bor-
ders and to discharge her international obligations.

But it is evident that whatever Government may be
established in China cannot possibly endure, if it fails
to find a émw out of its pressing financial difficulties.
Without funds to meet the expenditure, it will be im-
possible for any Government at Peking to organize an

L RS FRARE N EHER BKE
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fairness, be called upon to suffer any infringement upon
their legitimate rights and interests in China. They are
entitled to expect from any Government which may be
established at Peking, both the ability and the readiness
to fulfil all the conventional obligations of China, and,
in particular, to afford due protection to the persons
and property of their nationals. Such aims can hardly
be realized, however, unless the military leaders now
maintaining themselves quasi-independently in various
Provinces be brought effectually under the direction of
the central Government, at least in matters involving
the rights and interests of foreign nations.

It is now known that on November 24, General
Tuan Chi-jui provisionally assumed the functions of
the Chief Executive of the Chinese Republic, in re-
sponse to the call of a fair majority of the practically
autonomous Provinces in China, and with the approval
of the then existing Government under Mr. Huang Fu.

On the same day, he announced the formation of a

efficient administration and to carry out the disband-
ment of troops and other measures of readjustment
now urgently needed. Nor, in the opinion of the Japa-
nese Government, can the destitution of China’s public
treasury be remedied without the co-operation of for-
eign Powers. In order to secure stabilization of China, it
will be necessary for the Powers, when the moment
becomes opportune, to take up the question of financial
assistance to be rendered to the Chinese Government.
Such assistance is to be extended only upon full com-
munication and understanding among the Powers, and
in case it takes the form of a loan, it should be under-
taken in accordance with the principles that govern
the existing Consortium.

In all cases, the fullest opportunity should be afforded
to the Chinese people to work out a practical system
of government and to restore peace and unity in the
country. It is reported that the Provisional Government,

just inaugurated at Peking, and its supporters are now

HRY
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seriously striving to attain theses objects. The Powers
should watch their efforts with sympathy, tolerance,

and hope.
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The Representatives at Peking of the United States
of America, Belgium, Great Britain, France, Italy,
Japan, the Netherlands and Portugal, declare in the
names of their Governments that, taking note of the
communication addressed to them on November 24th
by the Waichiaopu announcing the assumption of office
by the Provisional Chief Executive, and of the man-
dates issued by the new Chief Executive on the same

day, they will lend their full support to the Provisional

their governments are willing, and anxious to proceed
as soon as possible with the carrying out of the meas-
ures contemplated in the Washington Treaties and
Resolutions.

Yoshizawa
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Government in Peking under the present Provisional
Chief Executive, and that they have entered into de
facto relations with the same, on the understanding
that this Provisional Government has been constituted
with the concurrence of the Nation for the purpose of
taking charge of the affairs of the Chinese Republic
pending the establishment of a formal government
representing all the provinces and parties in the Re-
public, and on the understanding that it is the intention
of the Provisional Government, and of any formal
government that may hereafter be established, to res-
pect all treaties, conventions and other engagements
entered into by the former Manchu and Republican
Governments and all rights, privileges and immunities
enjoyed by foreigners in China by virtue of such
international engagements, until such time as these
international engagements shall be modified by mutual
consent of the Contracting Parties.

They further declare that on the above understaning
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The Chinese Government  desire to express their
gratification at the declaration made by them in the
names of their governments, that they will lend their
full support to the Provisional Government in Peking
under the Present Chief Executive which, they are cor-
rect in understanding, has been constituted with the
concurrence of the Nation and will lead to the estab-
lishment of a formal government truly representative
of the Republic. The Chinese Government desire to
assure them that the Chinese Government will continue
to respect, as they have always respected, all the Trea-
ties, Convention, and other engagements duly entered
into by China, and even in exceptional cases where a

divergence of interpretation has arisen the Chinese Gov-
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ernment have always endeavored to seek an equitable
solution with the Power or Powers concerned in ac-
cordance with international usage.

The Chinese Government are gratified to be ap-
prised that the governments signatory to the Washing-
ton Treaties are willing and anxious to proceed as soon
as practicable with the carrying out of the measures
contemplated in the Washington Treaties and Resolu-
tions. These measures, which are purposely restricted
to those which were immediately practicable, were un-
conditionally agreed upon to be forthwith carried out.
The Chinese Government regret the delay which has
unexpectedly occurred and sincerely hope that, with
the assurance of friendly assistance now given by the
governments concerned, these measures would soon be
put into execution, in accordance with the intentions
and agreements of the Washington Conference. They
wish to add, furthermore, that in view of the desire of

the Chinese Government to consolidate the friendship

RN RN B N TN R X BN BUR D { S RN
I 0 R ~ R S R R o S K R BRI | 3R
" #SmEIO m i~ i Z R G Ea NN 4N
T~ AR A 1R IOIRIB B ~
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WK

between China and the friendly Powers on a permanent
and sound basis, they hope that the Powers concerned
will also at an early date give sympathetic considera-
tion to the other so well-known national aspirations of
the Chinese people, submitted in recent years to dif-
ferent international conferences by the Chinese Gov-
ernment, so that their relations may be further improved
to their mutual benefit.

Yoshizawa
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