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We, the undersigned Representatives of Great Brit-
ain, Japan, France and the United States, learning of
the grave danger of hostilities breaking out between
these provincial authorities of Kiangsu and Chekiang,
feel it our duty to remind the Chinese Government of
the terms of the communication addressed by us to
you on August 11, 1923, and to repeat and affirm in
the most solemn manner the declarations contained in
that communication regarding the obligations of the
Chinese Government in the present crisis to prevent
loss of life and property to members of the foreign
community in and around Shanghai.
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The Japanese Government have consistently observed
an attitude of strict non-interference in the civil strife
now unfortunately dividing China. Whatever may have
been the causes of such conflict, the two opposing
forces are equally parts of the Chinese people, with

whom Japan has no other desire than to promote rela-
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tions of friendship and good neighbourhood.

At the same time, hundreds of thousands of Japa-
nese subjects are actually resident, and Japanese invest-
ments and enterprises on a vast scale are in evidence,
in the region of Manchuria and Mongolia. In particular,
Japan’s own security depends largely upon the main-
tenance of law and order in that region. With no inten-
tion whatever of interfering in the domestic trouble of
China, the Japanese Government desire to call the
serious attention of both contending forces to these
obvious facts and to state that Japan deems it of
capital importance that these rights and interests, so

essential to her, be fully respected and safeguarded.
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