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Veuillez agréer, Mon cher Vicomte, les assurances
de ma considération la plus distinguée et de mes
sentiments les plus amicables et dévoués.

(Signé) Claudel
M. le Vicomte Kuroda,
Président de la Société des Amis de I'Indochine,

Tokyo.
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Tokyo, le 21 Février 1924.
AMBASSADE
DE LA
REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE
AU JAPON

Mon cher Vicomte,

Jai le plus grand plaisir de vous informer que,
répondant au désir que vous avez eu l'occasion plu-
sieurs fois de m’exprimer, Son Excellence M. Merlin,
Gouverneur Général de I'Indochine, se rendra au Japon
au mois de mai prochain pour exprimer ses condoléances
au Gouvernement Japonais 2 l'occasion de la récente

catastrophe et ses félicitations au Prince Régent pour

son mariage.

Je me félicite avec vous de ce voyage qui est destiné
4 établir entre nos deux pays des liens plus étroits de
sympathie et de compréhensions réciproques et je vous
prie d’en porter la nouvelle aux membres de votre

Société./.
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Official Communiqué of The Foreign Office,
May 20, 1924.

As it goes without saying that the closer intimacy
of Japan and France lies in the promotion of the
commercial and economic relations existing between
the two countries, the Japanese Government have been
animated by a desire to discuss informally, on the
occasion of the present visit of M. Merlin, Governor-
General of French Indo-China, the means to facilitate
the inclusion of that French possession within the scope
of the Franco-Japanese Commercial Treaty, which ques-
tion has been pending between the Government and

the Government-General of Indo-China since 1907. The

products of Japan in Indo-China and that accorded the
staple products of Indo-China in Japan. The present
negotiations have been held in an unofficial manner
and under such conditions as will not bind the respec-
tive Governments in the least, but it is thought that a
satisfactory and concrete agreement may probably be
reached on the basis thereof in the near future.

What has been discussed during the visit of the
Governor-General of Indo-China chiefly concerns the
aforementioned question of extending the scope of the
existing commercial treaty between Japan and France
and no important question relative to international
politics generally or emigration has come under con-

sideration.
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Governor-General expressed his willingness to do so, and
in consequence, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affaires
Matsudaira, Councillor of the Embassy Saburi and
Director of the Second Division of the Bureau of Peace
Treaties Kawashima, Japanese Experts, several times
1st Chief of the Customs Kircher and Commercial
Attaché Royer, Experts of Indo-China, at the Foreign
Office. At these meetings the Experts exchanged views
fully and frankly and exhaustively discussed, in a spirit
of amity and cooperation, the various means for the
promotion of the commercial and economic relationships
between Japan and Indo-China, especially the question
of customs tariff, which has been instrumental in making
it difficult to bring Indo-China into the sphere of the
commercial treaty now in force between Japan and
France. As a result, a basis has been found on which
an agreement may be concluded between the Japanese
Government and the Government-General of Indo-China

as regards a customs treatment accorded the principal
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