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C. L. 48. 1924. IX.
League of Nations.
Geneva,

April 11th, 1924.

Your Excellency,

Treaty of Mutual Assistance.

I would venture to remind you that the Secretary-
General, acting on the instructions of the Council,
submitted to you on October 23rd, 1923 the following .
resolution adopted by the Fourth Assembly:

“The Assembly,

Having taken cognisance of the draft Treaty of

Mutual Assistance drawn up by the Temporary

Mixed Commission and amended by the Third Commit-
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1 EEOEEE KS JHEERER <P

tee as a result of an exchange of views between its
members, some of whom spoke in their personal
capacity;

Considering that this discussion has revealed some
divergences of view and, further, that a large number
of Governments have not yet expressed their opinions
on Resolution XIV of the Third >mm.mBEv:

Decides to request the Council to submit the draft

Treaty of Mutual Assistance to the Governments for
their consideration, asking them to communicate
their views in regard to the aforesaid draft Treaty”.
In his letter, the Secretary-General added that “in
order that the work of the co-ordination of the opin-
ions of the Governments in regard to the draft Treaty
might be taken in hand in sufficient time for the con-
sideration  of the next Assembly, it would be of the
greatest utility that these opinions should reach the
Secretariat of the League as early as possible in the

year”.

bers of the League of Nations, which have not yet
communicated their views on this subject, requesting
them to be good enough to do so, in order that
their views on the Treaty of Mutual Assistance may
reach the Secretariat in time to be submitted to the
next Assembly.”

In requesting you to bring this resolution of the
Council to the notice of your Government, I would
again venture to point out how important it is that the
observations of your Government regarding the Treaty
of Mutual Assistance should be forwarded to the Sec-
Hmﬁmawm as soon as possible in order that they may be
communicated before the next Assembly to all the
Members of the League.

I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,
" Alberto Guani
Acting President of the Council

of the League of Nations.

N EEEE ) KS JPHEERERE <<

1 O11

At its last session, the Council noted that only three
States, Belgium, Esthonia and Finland, had forwarded
their opinions to the Secretariat. Since that Session the
reply of the Union of the Sovietist Socialist Republics
has been received. Having regard to the necessity of
submitting the opinions of a sufficient number of Gov-
ernments to the next Assembly in order to enable it
to consider the question anew, the Council adopted the
following resolution:——

“The Council, in view of Resolution No. 1 of the

Assembly, in accordance with the draft Treaty of

Mutual Assistance was submitted to the Governments

for their consideration with the request that they

should communicate their views in regard to the said

draft,

Considering that it is important that the next Assem-

bly should be in a position to examine the draft

again in the light of the views of the Governments,

Instructs its President to approach all States, Mem-

His Excellency,
the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Japan,
Tokio.
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C.L. 82. 1924. IX.

League of Nations.

v Geneva, June 27th, 1924.

Société des Nations.

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to inform you that the Council
of the League of Nations adopted on June 14th, 1924
the following resolution on.the subject of the Limitation
of Expenditure on Armaments:—

:Hw.m Council, endorsing the Assembly’s Resolution

recommending the Members of the League, subject

to certain anmm?mmo:mb, not to exceed, during the

period necessary for the elaboration and adoption of

1O¥
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the general scheme for the reduction of armaments,

provided for in the Budget of the present fiscal year,

Decides to instruct the Secretary-General to send the

above recommendation to all States Members of the

League and to request them to state what action they

propose to take with regard to the recommendation”.

It will be remembered that the Resolution of the 4th
Assembly to which reference is made above is as fol-
lows:—

“The Assembly,

Notes with great satisfaction that in the course of the

last three years the States Members of the League

have, with very few exceptions, been able to reduce

their expenditure on armaments;

Desires that this fortunate development should be-

come more marked and more general;

Recalls the resolutions of the preceding Assemblies

concerning the limitation of expenditure on arma-

ments;

take with regard to this recommendation.
I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,
Eric Drummond

Secretary-General,

His Excellency,
The Minister for Foreign Affairs

of Japan,
Tokio.
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1 O
And requests the Council to recommend to the Mem-
bers of the League not to exceed, during the period
necessary for the elaboration and adoption of the
general scheme for the reduction of armaments, the
total expenditure on military, naval and air armaments
provided for in the budget of the present fiscal year;

Subject to the reservation, however, that allowance

shall be made:

(@) for all contributions of effectives, material or
money, recommended by the Council for the
execution of the obligations provided for in Ar-
ticle 16 of the Covenant.

(b) for all exceptional situations brought to the no-
tice of the Council and recognised by it as such.”

In conformity with the terms of Paragraph 2 of the

Resolution of the Council, I have the honour to request
that you may be so good as to let me know in due
course, for the information of the Council and the

Assembly, what action your Government proposes to
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Ships of all kinds designed exclusively for war, includ-
ing submarines and submersibles; airships, aeroplanes
and seaplanes designed exclusively for war; tanks; ar-
moured cars.
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