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September 30, 1924.
Siri—

With reference to our conversation some time ago
regarding the city ordinance of intention to condemn
for park purposes the residential ?.ovmaom in
Hollywood (bounded by Bronson and Taramind
Avenues and Sunset Boulevard and Fountain
Avenue), owned and occupied by the Japanese, I
deem it my duty to call your attention to the peculiar

aspects of this measure to deprive the Japanese of

their peaceful and lawful residences through such
R
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a procedure as called, “condemnation for park pur-
poses,” singling out a small parcel of lots situated
in the center of the block, where the Japanese are
residing and leaving out the other greater portion
of the same block, where the American residents
are found.

It would not be difficult for any reasonable persons
to see the real intent of this measure, no matter
what technical aspects or arguments it may present.
The true nature of the case, however, is affirmed
by the fact that strong protests were presented to
the City Council not only by the Japanese concerned,
but by such important American organizations as
the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, the Church
Federation, the Young Men’s Christian Association,
and the Pan-Pacific Union, in support of the Japanese
protest.

So far as I am informed, there are similar move-

ments in other quarters of this city to drive out the

me with your authoritative information about the
present status of the measure and to let me know
what assistance I may expect from you in order to
see that the condemnation of the said property will
not be proceeded with and that the entire matter
may be disposed of amicably and locally, so that I
may be entitled to transmit a report to my Govern-
ment.

With the assurance of my highest regards, I am,

Your obedient servant,

K. Wakasugi,

Consul of Japan.

Honorable George F. Cryer,
Mayor, City of Los Angeles,
Los Angeles, California.
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Japanese residents by the same means as resorted
to in the case in question, which, it is feared, if not
adjusted now amicably and locally, may develop into
international complications.

Indeed, in referring this matter to your kind and
prompt consideration, I have no other intention than
to appeal to the common sense of Justice of your
municipal authority and to cement the traditional
friendship of our two countries at this particular
moment when the feelings of both peoples are some-
what irritated on account of the Japanese Exclusion
Law. It is feared, however, that the successful car-
rying into execution of this Condemnation Plan for
park purposes will be viewed with alarm not only
by the Japanese residents of this city, but also by
their countryman in Japan, as it would tend to
threaten the right of residence of Japanese in this
country.

I have the honor, therefore, to ask you to furnish

Los Angeles, California.
October 3, 1924,
Dear Sir:

Mayor Cryer requests that I acknowledge receipt
of your letter of recent date in which you set forth
your protest against the condemnation for park pur-
poses of certain property in Hollywood owned and
occupied by Japanese,

In wmv_.ﬁsm thereto the Mayor desires me to call
your attention to the fact that owing to the munici-
pal laws and the manner of legal procedure in the
condemnation of property, the Mayor personally has
little or nothing to do with this transaction, and
in consequence you are applying to the wrong source
for relief.

The Mayor is under the impression that the con-
trol of this situation is largely in the hands of abut-
ting property owners, and the city authorities are
little more than agents for the owners of the abut-
ting properties. By that he means that the city

nint
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officials probably have no discretion in the matter,
and are called upon to carry out the provisions of
the ordinance or laws touching the subject.

The Mayor deprecates any action of any kind that
would in the least disturb the friendly relations
that have existed between the city administration
of the City of Los Angeles and the Japanese Govern-
ment and its local representatives. Further, he re-
quests that I extend to you the assurances of his
personal regard and best wishes.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed) H. H. Kinney
Secretary to the Mayor.

Honorable K. Wakasugi,

Consul of Japan,

613 International Bank Building,
Los Angeles, California.
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