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amortization of certain foreign loans secured on the
Customs revenues previous to 1901 and of the payment
of interest and amortization of the Indemnity men-
tioned in Article 5 thereof, but no Treaty right has
been conferred upon them to decide for what purpose
the Chinese Government shall use the funds which at
the end of each year shall remain at the disposal of
that Government after the services of the said loans
and Indemnity shall have been entirely provided for.
Moreover, by the Agreement between the Diplomatic
Body and the Chinese Government of the 30th Janu-
ary 1912, the former were practically appointed Trus-
tees of the Maritime Customs revenues for the pro-
tection of the above mentioned obligations; but that
Agreement did not confer upon the Diplomatic Body
the power to allocate surplus.

As to the payments out of the Surplus of Customs
receipts for certain domestic loans to which Mr.
I have to

C. C. Wu in his letter to you refers,

10 MERE~NREREHERIMEXER KR

(=
1R | TREC SRR HIEE K REHR | | Ri<d
FIKER N ERERERK

®1 | E=dp (1 = A-1 o 3EXD

With reference to your letters dated September
7th and October 24th last on the subject of the claim
put forward by the Government of Dr. Sun Yat-sen
in Canton to a share in the Customs Surplus after the
foreign obligations charged on the Customs revenues
are paid, I have the honour to inform you that this
question was duly considered by the Diplomatic Bod-
y. The conclusion arrived at, which I am desired
to request you to bring to the notice of the Canton Au-
thorities concerned, was to the effect that the grant-
ing or the refusal of such a claim does not lie within
the province of the Diplomatic Body.

The signatory Powers of the Final Protocol of Sep-
tember 7th 1901 derive from that Protocol the right

to ensure the priority of the payment of interest and

point out that the Diplomatic Body are in no way
concerned with the service of these loans which was
instituted without their previously having been consul-
ted.

Finally I may perhaps remind you that the ar-
rangement by which the then existing Constitutionalist
Government at Canton was handed over a certain per-
centage of the Custom Surplus in 1919 and 1920 was
arrived at between that Government and the Chinese
Government in Peking. The Diplomatic Body on that
occasion neither took the initiative nor did they act as
intermediary for the conclusion of that arrangement.
It is evident that they could not do so now either,

Yoshizawa.,

KOR
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No. 171. British Embassy,
Tokio,
December 15, 1923.
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Monsieur le Ministre,

I have received instructions from His Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to express
to Your Excellency the hope that if further action is
necessary for the defence of Canton as the result of
Sun Yat-sen’s threat to seize the Customs at that port,
the Imperial Japanese Government will cooperate there—
Although

the first results of the joint naval demonstration ap-

in with all the means at their disposal,

pear to have been satisfactory, His Majesty’s Govern-
ment still regard the situation as disquieting.

I avail myself of this opportunity, Monsieur le Min-
istre, to renew to Your Excellency the assurance of
my highest consideration.

Ch. Eliot,
H.M. Ambassador.
His Excellency,
Baron Hikokichi Ijuin,
H.I. J. M, Minister for Foreign Affairs,
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I am authoritatively informed that on the nine-
teenth Sun will address communication to commis-
sioner of Customs, calling on him to retain in Canton
all revenues collected, but it is understood that he does
not propose, for the present, to follow it up by forci-
ble action. I am additionally informed from a most
trustworthy source that this does not imply rupture

of negotiation which, it is hoped, may still continue,
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Following up the letter to the Commissioner, the
Government have today published a long statement in
English for the press.

After rehearsing the contents of the former, it
goes on to say that on December 12th the diplomatic
body having confirmed the contention that they have
no right to interfere with the customs surplus the mat-
ter rests between this Government, the Central Gov-
ernment and the Inspector General. The Powers are
not justified in sending ships here to assist Peking. If
the order to the Commissioner be not obeyed, Sun
will appoint new officials to carry on the works, A
point is raised that the security for foreign obligations

is the revenue, not buildings or other customs proper-
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above Consular Body are of opinion that foreign

In view of that

war-vessels at present in port should remain +#J
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ty. If new officials are installed therein, the Powers
have equally no right to interfere, The customs rev-
enue outside of Canton is more than ample to meet
all obligations, and change of officials cannot affect
the service thereof. The final point is that the boxer
indemnity is a punitive prewar measure, now out of
date and practically abandoned in favour of Chinese
interest,
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Following is from Oudendijk Netherland’s Min-
ister and Dean to Senior Consul, Canton.

Sun Wen has sent a memorandum to me through
Monsieur de Freitas concerning his claim to the Sur-

plus Customs revenue collected in Canton, I am un-
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Kno
able to lay before the Diplomatic Body any commu-
nication from the local authorities in Canton on the
subject except those which pass through the recog-
nized channel which is through you as Senior Consul.
I shall be obliged if you will make a communication
in this sense to Doctor Sun.

Yoshizawa.
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