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If the communication of the Japanese news agency

| e

be true to the effect that the Japanese Ministry for
Foreign Affairs is waiting for our formal offer to start
the negotiations and will unhesitatingly accept this
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proposition, such formal offer has been made long ago.
Indeed the Federal Soviet Government is ready to start
the official negotiations today just as it was willing to
do at the end of July when in Tokyo it had proposed
the official negotiations. It would be unpardonable if the
two governments, both animated by equally sincere de-
sire to enter upon the formal negotiations with each
other, could not devise a way how to begin such formal
conference. I should say then that, if the matter lies but
in the question of the formal proposition, Japan has
already received one from us, but if it be considered
insufficient, there is an ample possibility to exchange

views on this particular matter.
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