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a recommendation, adopted by the First Assembly, was
forwarded to the Members of the League in a letter
dated March 8th, 1921.
ed.

On October 1st, 1921, during its second session,
the Assembly decided that:

“subject to the conditions set out in the recom-

A copy of this letter is attach-

mendations of the First Assembly, the recommenda-
tion that Members of the League should undertake
not to exceed, for the next two financial years
following the present year, the sum total of expend-
iture on military, naval and air forces provided
for in the budget of that year, be again forwarded
to all Members of the League together with a
statement showing the replies already received to
this recommendation.”
The Council, at its meeting on January 13th, re-
solved that the attention of the States Members of the
League should again be drawn to this recommendation,
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C.L. 3. 1922.

LEAGUE
OF NATIONS

SOCIETE
DEsS NATIONS

Geneva,
January 17th, 1922.
Sir,

In accordance with the instructions of the Council,

which is accordingly submitted for consideration. A
statement showing the replies received to the letter of
March 8th, 1921, is also attached.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) Eric Drummond
Secretary-General.
The Representative of Japan
to the Council of the League of Nations.
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 21/31/27.

Geneva,
March 8th, 1921.
Sir,
I am instructed by the Council of the League of

RO
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Nations to forward to the Governments of all Members
of the League the enclosed wmooBBmsmm%ww adopted
by a majority vote of the Assembly with regard to the
limitation of military, naval and air expenditure during
the two financial years following the next budget of
each Member
The Council further instructed me to request the
Governments of the Members of the League to be so
good as to inform me before May Ist whether they
propose to give effect to this recommendation.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) Eric Drummond.

Secretary-General.
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C.L. 32. 1922. IX.
Geneva,
13th April, 1922.

Sir,
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In pursuance of a report submitted by its Third
Committee, the Second Assembly of the League of
Nations adopted, amongst others, the following resolu-
tion : —

“That the Temporary Mixed Commission be
asked to make proposals on general lines for the
reduction of national armaments which, in order
to secure precision, should be in the form of a
draft treaty or other equally definite plan, to be
presented to the Council, if possible, before the
Assembly next year.”

Further, the Council considered the question again
at its meeting on March 25th, 1922, and was of opinion,
in conformity with a decision of the Temporary Mixed
Commission, that the latter, in preparing the work
required by the above resolution, should as far as
possible take into account the views of the Governments
concerned. It has therefore instructed me, in pursuance
of a decision of the Assembly (see document A. 158
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already sent out, page 3, paragraph (d)) to ask each
Government to furnish a statement on the considerations
it might wish to urge in regard to the requirements of
its national security, its international obligations, its
geographical situation and any special circumstances,
and, in particular, to indicate separately (as far as lies
within its power) the police and military forces which
it considered indispensable for the preservation of
domestic order and the expenditure entailed thereby.

In order to exchange views and draw up in its
general lines the plan of reduction which the Assembly
had in view, the Temporary Mixed Commission will
meet on July 15th next. The Council would therefore
be very glad if you could send the statement referred
to in the previous paragraph before July 1st, 1922.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(Signed)
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Acting President of the

Council of the League of Nations.

His Excellency
The Minister of Foreign Affairs,
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The following replies from the British, French and
Swedish Governments to the Secretary-General's letter
of January 13th, 1922, regarding the recommendation
of the second Assembly, are circulated for the informa-

tion of the Members of the League.

REPLY FROM THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT.
21st March, 1922.

Sir: —

1. His Majesty’s Government have received, and
had under consideration, your letter of January 17th
(C.L. 3. 1922) calling their attention, by direction of
the Council of the League, to the Recommendation
adopted by the Second Assembly on October 1st, 1921,
on the subject of the limitation by members of the
League of expenditure on naval, military and air forces
during the next two financial years.

2. T am happy to be able to inform you that the

further economies foreshadowed in the reply of His
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

C. 184. M. 102. 1922. IX.
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Geneva,
5th April, 1922.
LIMITATION OF NATIONAL EXPENDITURE
OF ARMAMENTS FOR THE NEXT TWO
FINANCIAL YEARS.

Majesty's Government, dated June 2nd, 1921, to the
similar Recommendation of the First Assembly, have
proved capable of realisation, and the forthcoming
estimates to be presented to Parliament of their national
expenditure on armaments will demonstrate the very
considerable reductions in all directions provided for
during the next financial year.

3. As pointed out in the letter of June 2nd, 1921,
above mentioned, the policy of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment on the question must be liable to reconsideration
if the recommendation of the Second Assembly is not
adopted by other Powers.

1 am, etc,

(Sgd) H.A.L. Fisher.
REPLY OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT.

Translation.
Paris, March 22nd 1922.
Sir,
In accordance with a decision of the Council dated

R
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January 13th, 1922, you submitted for the consideration
of the Government of the Republic the recommendation
of the First Assembly that, subject to the conditions
set out therein, Members of the League should under-
take not to exceed for the next two financial years the
sum total of their expenditure on military, naval and
air forces provided for in the budget of that year.

I have the honour to inform you that, for the
reasons already set out in its letter No. 91 of April
20th, 1921, the Government of the Republic is of
opinion that it is not possible for it to assume the
obligation provided for in this recommendation, for
which its representatives at Geneva did not vote. In
accordance however with the promise which it gave in
1921 it has endeavoured to reduce its armaments as far
as is consistent with the requirements of its internation-
al obligations and its national security.

The whole of the credits granted to the War

Department (for war and military aviation) wunder the

of the League the Recommendation adopted by the
First Assembly, to the effect that Members of the
League should undertake not to exceed in the two
following financial years the total of their military,
naval and air expenditure provided in the budget for
the present year. In conformity with a Decision taken
by the Council on January 13th last, you again drew
the attention of the Swedish Government to this Re-
commendation.

In reply, I have the honour to inform you that the
enquiry concerning the future organisation of the national
defence of Sweden, mentioned in a letter from my
predecessor dated August 19th, 1921, has not yet been
completed. It is now certain, however, that the result
of the enquiry will be a proposal to effect a considerable
reduction in the expenditure involved by the present
military organisation. The military burdens of Sweden
however have been provisionally lightened to such an

extent that a large proportion of the possible reductions
R HEBRENI LK\ APEERER (R34 -1

W=
budget estimates and under the laws for supplementary
credits has been reduced by stages from 6 milliards—
the figure at which it stood in 1920—to 5,400,000,000 in
1921 and 4,500,000,000 in 1922, i.e. by a quarter.

In the same way the Naval Estimates have been
reduced from 952 millions in 1921 to a sum of only
797 millions in 1922.

The Government of the Republic is glad to bring
these results to the knowledge of the League of Nations.

I am, etc.
(Signed) R. Poincaré.
REPLY FROM THE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT.
Stockholm, March 20th 1922.

Sir,

In a letter dated January 13th 1922 you were good
enough to remind the Royal Swedish Government that
the Second Assembly of the League of Nations, at its
meeting held on October 1st, 1921, unanimously decided

to submit again for consideration to all the Members

have already been carried into effect. It would clearly
be very difficult to state exactly the extent to which
these burdens can be reduced, but the tendency of the
military budgets of Sweden in this respect may be seen
from the fact that the military expenditure for the
financial year 1921 amounted to 229,738,000 Crowns
and has been estimated at 165,164,700 Crowns in the
budget for 1922, whereas the military expenditure in
the budget at present before the Riksdag—which, as a
result of a change in the date of the beginning of the
budget year, only involves expenditure in respect of
the first six months of 1923—does not exceed 73,288,000
Crowns. In this latter budget, however as a result of
the general diminution, considerable reductions have
been carried out in every respect.

As it is anticipated that the military expenditure
for the whole year 1923 will only amount to about twice

this sum, the Swedish Government is in a position to

limit military expenditure in accordance with the spirit

HIR



A HESH K A BERRTR IR E BRI HRHE

which animated the Assembly in adopting the Recom-
mendation referred to above.
I have the honour to be, etc.,
(Signed) BRANTING.
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