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seen an American rifle used by either the Chihli or
Fengtien forces.

2-The Legation has received no further reports or
information from any other persons or sources stating
that American rifles have been used.

3-As the Springfield (American) rifle has a bent
bolt lever to close the breech for firing that is peculiar
to this rifle, it would be quickly detected by any one
at all familiar with service rifles.

4-Furthermore, if American rifles were received by
either General Wu Pei-fu or General Chang Tso-lin,
they would no doubt have issued them for use in the
recent campaign just o_.Omw:m.

This Legation is still investigating the above men-
tioned report, and should any further information in
the matter be received it will not fail to notify the
Japanese Legation of the facts thereof.
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MEMORANDUM
AMERICAN LEGATION-PEKING
June 15, 1922.

The American Legation has made thorough in-
vestigations relative to the report that 45,000 old rifles
and 70,000 rounds of ammunition sold by the American
Government in Siberia had been sent to Shanghai for
General Wu Pei-fu and that some Tientsin merchants
might be concerned.

The results of these investigations up to the present
not only fail to confirm this report, but clearly tend
to indicate that the report is without foundation.

1-It has been impossible to find any one who has
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Tokyo, July 3, 1922.
Excellency:

I am requested by my Government to inform the
Imperial Japanese Government that the Italian Gov-
ernment has, in reply to representations made by the
American Government abandoned its reservations to
the Arms Declaration signed at Peking on May 5, 1919,

in treaty relations with China.”

The Italian Government has also expressed its
willingness that the American Government should un-
dertake to obtain the formal approval of the powers
participating in the Conference on the Limitation of
Armaments at Washington of the resolution as above
set forth. .

I am further requested by my Government to ask
the Imperial Japanese Government, in view of its ap-
proval of this resolution announced at the Conference
on the Limitation of Armaments and of the approval
of the Italian Government to give to the American
Government through me its formal approval of the
above resolution.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Charles B. Warren.
His Excellency
Count Uchida,
His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s
Minister for Foreign Affairs,

etc., etc., ete.
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and expressed its willingness to approve the resolution
proposed at the Conference on Limitation of Arma-
ments with regard to an embargo on the exporting to
China of arms or munitions of war as amended at the
twenty-eighth meeting of the Committee on Pacific and
Far Eastern Questions held on the 31st day of January,
1922. The resolution as amended is as follows:

“I. The United States of America, Belgium, the
British Empire, France, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands,
and Portugal affirm their intention to refrain from
exporting to China arms or munitions of war, whether
complete or in parts, and to prohibit such exportation
from their territories or territories under their control,
until the establishment of a government whose au-
thority is recognized throughout the whole of China.

“II. Each of the above powers will forthwith
take such additional steps as may be necessary to
make the above restrictions immediately binding.

“III. The scope of this resolution includes all
concessions and settlements in China.

“IV. The United States of America will invite

the adherence to this resolution of the other powers
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sal made by the United States Government concerning
the withholding of aid from China in the matter of
naval expansion.

It is presumed that His Excellency is referring to
the proposal made by the United States Government
to the Governments of Japan, Great Britain, France,
and Italy in connection with the Agreement made on
the 21st, of Oct. 1911 between the Bethlehem Steel
Corporation and the Chinese Government for the const-
ruction or improvement of factories for the manufacture
of guns and ammunition, for the improvement of existing
dockyards and arsenals, and for the construction of
If this is the case His Excel-
lency is aware that the proposal made by the United

States Government is already in force between the

naval vessels and guns.

Japanese, French, Italian, United States, and British
Governments., But His Majesty’s Government agree
that its formal adoption by the other parties to the
discussions at Peking is desirable.

British Embassy.

Tokyo.

Sept. 26, 1922.
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AIDE-MEMOIRE.

In his Note No. 147 of the 24th of August 1922
H. E. The Minister for Foreign Affairs refers to a propo-
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the prohibition.

They unanimously agreed, however, to submit to

their respective Governments the following interpreta-
tion note, namely:

“This is understood to include aircraft other than
commercial aircraft and machinery and materials des-
tined exclusively for the manufacture of arms or the

equipment of the arsenals.”
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As regards the embargo, the Diplomatic Body
unanimously approved the Washington formula “arms
or munitions of war whether complete or in parts”,
but they could not agree on any modification of that

language for the purpose of extending or strengthening
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