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is undertaken with the sole object of protecting
Japanese residents and their properties there. The
said declaration was understood to mean that the
interests of the Republicand its citizens in the
occupied districts would not be violated.

The above declaration was substantiated by
the announcement made by Mr. Shidehara at the
Washington Conference on behalf of the Japanese
Government, that the ‘principles of non-interfer-
ence in the maﬂ.bm_, affairs of the Far Eastern
Republic and the nonviolation of the integrity of
the Republic would be respected.

The Government of the Far Eastern Republic
fails to see, however, how the present intentions of
the Japanese Government regarding the Russian
fisheries could be reconciled with the above decla-
ration.

On the 25th January, 1921 the Council of the
Chiefs of the Governmental Departments in Via-
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Ministére des Affaires mﬁmbmwno&.
TO THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF
THE IMPERIAL JAPANESE GOVERNMENT.

Monsieur le Ministre,

The Government of the Far Eastern Republic
regrets to learn of the fact that the Japanese Ad-
ministrative Bureau set the date of the 28th April
for a public competition for the lease of the Rus-
sian fisheries in the Amur river and its estuary,
Northern Saghalin and the De Kastry Bay.

The Japanese Government declared that the
temporary occupation by Japanese military forces

of Nikolaievsk on Amur and the Saghalin Island

divostok passed a resolution for the prolongation
of the leases on Russian fisheries to tke lease hold-
ers who suffered considerable material losses from
the Nikolaievsk events. This privilege was ex-
tended to both Russian as well as Japanese lease
holders.

This act of an authorized official institution of
the Far Eastern Republic was recognized by the
latter who justly expected that the Japanese Gov-
ernment guided by the principle of non-inter-
ference would also respect the above mentioned
act.

The Government of the Far Eastern Republic
has repeatedly manifested its sincere desire to set-
tle all questions, including the rights of fishing in
the waters of the Russian Far East, between itself
and the Japanese Government in a peaceful and
mutually satisfactory manner. Unfortunately all

endeavors on the part of the Government of the

BOH
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Republic wmwm not met with the expected and
desired support and encouragement from the Japa-
nese Government.

The above act of the Japanese Administrative
Bureau not being based on or justified by any agree-
ments or treaties between the two Governments
may lead to believe that the Imperial Japanese
Government is pursuing in this case a policy di-
rected against the interests of the Far Eastern
Republic and those of many of its citizens who
for decades derived their maintainance from the
Russian fishing industry.

The Government of the Far Eastern Republic
has always been regarding the question of the
Russian fisheries as one of national importance
and is therefore forced to consider the above act
of 2 Japanese Government official institution as
hostile to the Republic and as a violation of its

sovereign rights.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF
THE FAR EASTERN REPULIC
8 April, 1922.
Chita, Siberia.
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I avail myself of this opportunity, Monsieur
le Ministre, to ask you to kindly bring to the
notice of your Government, that the Government
being the rightful

owner of the Russian fisheries in the Far East can

of the Far Eastern Republic,

only recognize such leases on the above fisheries
as may be issued or granted by authorised official
organs of the Republic.

The Government of the Far Eastern Republic
sincerely hopes that the Imperial Japanese Govern-
ment is likewise desirous of establishing good neigh-
bourly relations with the people of the Republic
and will in accordance with the principles declared |
at the Washington Conference cancel the resolution
of the Japanese Administrative Bureau.

I remain, Monsieur le Ministre,
yours very respectfully,
Signed : Y. Yanson,

THE MINISTER OF
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