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: March 14, 1921.
Rev. A. E. Armstrong,

Ass’t. Secretary,

Board of Foreign Missions,

Presbyterian Church in Canada,
Toronto,

HYH



1] HaREH o B2 BEnln

Dear Sir,

With reference to your letter of the 4th December,
1920, concerning the Kanto affajars and to mine of
the 6th December, 1920, I have the pleasure of in-
forming you that I have received a communication
from my Government,

(1) As regards the assurances which you asked
me to convey to my Government, as stated in your
letter referred to, I am instructed to express to you
a great satisfaction felt by my Government at the
receipt of those assurances. En passant, I may state
that my Government have received numerous reports
from various sources on the movements of missjon-
aries in Kanto, in connection with Korean affairs,
but my Government do not believe so far that those
missionaries have been directly implicated in the
political movements or trajtorous acts of Koreans
against Japan, and it is earnestly hoped that the
information in their hands apparently or indirectly
indicating otherwise will prove to be ill-founded.

(2) A copy of the letter addressed to the Cana-

dian Missionary at Yongjung by the Japan Military

three groups of incidents covered in the statements
by Dr. Foote, dated the 30th October last; by ditto,
dated the 3rd November last; and by Miss Emma
M. Palethorpe (undated), respectively, inquiries were
still going on at the time of writing the letter of
reply to me, namely on the 8th February last. And
it is expected that when the inquiries completed
the results will be communicated to me.

In regard to those covered in the statement by
Dr. S. H. Martin, M. B, C. M,, under the heading
of “The Norapawie Massacre”, I received a copy of
an authentic statement of the incidents, a copy of
which is herewith enclosed. Please compare the one
with the other. What differences in substance! I am
waiting for the arrival of authentic statements of
other cases with a great interest.

(4) Notwithstanding these remarks, I am at one
with you in the earnest desire of that co-operation
between my Government and your Missionaries in
the Orient with a view to the advancement of the
spiritual, moral and physical conditions of the Ko-

rean people, who are our brethern, and to the pro-
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Officer, a copy of which you desired me to obtain,
reached me for my private informatjon. After my
perusal of the copy and a careful consideration in
the matter my opinion is this, that in the first
place, you should have, no doubt, received a copy
of the letter in question from Dr. Foote, to whom
it was addressed (and if not, it would be easy for
you to get it, now that Dr. Foote is in this coun-
try), and secondly, in view of the fact (as I informed
you in my letter of the 16th December last) that
the letter in question was written solely on Colonel
Midzumachi’s personal responsibility, without any
authorization from my Government, I feel that it
is not of the nature to be dealt with as a part of
an official communication, such as that passing
between you and me. I hope and trust, therefore,
that you would not press me for obtaining it from

me,

(3) In addition, I wish to make a few remarks
concerning the four statements, copies of which you
were good enough to send me under your covering
letter of the 14th December last. With regard to the

motion of peace and goodwill; and would highly ap-
preciate your endeavours towards this direction.
Faithfully yours,
(Signed) S. Shimizu.
Consul General.
P. S. Shoud you still think that I should meet
your friends in your Board to promote that co-op-
eration referred to I may visit you one of these days
when convenient to both of us.
Statement of Sho-gando (Norapawie) Incidents,
by the Japanese Government.

(1) On the 29th Ooﬁovmﬁ 1920, information received
by the Commanding Officer of the Garrison at
Riuseison(Yongjung)to the effect that at Shogando
(or Norapawie) several hundreds of rebellers as-
sembled and were attempting to attack the Com-
munications Depot at Nanyohyo (about 19 miles
south of Riuseison). Seventy soldiers commanded by
a Captain, accompanied by some Military and civil
police-officers, were despatched to Shogando to put
the rebellers down. This Company arrived early in
the morning on the 30th October at the destination
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and occupied the locality. The Military and civil
police-officers sent into the village and searched
houses.

By this time about fifty per cent. of the re-
bellers armed themselves and started to run away
in a column line. Firing was at once opened on
them. There were a number of casualties but the
remainders got away. The police-officers continued
to search houses, in spite of strong opposition of
the rebellers still remaining and found a large
number of grenades, Taikyoku flags, (flags under
the old regime) Military clothings and rebellious
documents. After careful investigations, a private
school and a Christian Church, which were used
as head-quarters of those qovo:onm. and twelve
houses used as lodgings by insurgents were burnt
down.

The remains of the killed rebellers were col-
lected at three places and cremated in accordance
to the national custom. The Company had another
mission at the time and left therefrom before the
cremation was completed. Afterwards, on the re-

Dear Sir,

I have delayed my acknowledgment of your
communication of March 14th containing copies of
“Statement of Norapawie Incident”, as forwarded to
you by your Government. I thought possibly the
other statement might be along shortly. I, however,
wish to thank you now for the courtesy of your
letter and the statement, and particularly do I wish
to thank you for the reference in your letter to the
Korean people as “our bretehrn”, and also the ex-
pression of your desire that there shall be co-oper-
ation between your Government and our mission-
aries “with a view to the advancement of the spirit-
ual, moral and physical conditions of the Korean
people”.

As I have stated in conversation, it is not the
civilian administrators of the Chosen Government
with whom we find it difficult to co-operate, but
with the military and police who do not hesitate to
Christians and
Christianity, and make it difficult for Koreans to

exhibit their animosity towards

become Christians and for Korean Christians to-

11 EaggEw s B & Ehin

HP=

ceipt of information that the cremation was left
unfinished, some soldiers were sent to the spot
and the remains were properly disposed of.
Meanwhile, certain foreigners arrived at the
place, it was learned, took photographs of the
scene, including half-burnt bodies. These pictures
were mailed to unknown destinations with state-
ments of gross exaggeration, It was alleged, in
some case, that half-dead bodies were thrown
into fire! Needless to say that those reports are
untrue,
(EMHn D
110
N1+ K mE R m =R S8 R H
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA
Board of Foreign Missions
439 Confederation
Life Chambers.

Mr. S. Shimizu,
Plaza Building,

Rideau & Sussex Sts,,
OTTAWA.

TORONTO,
March 26th, 1921.

practice their faith and carry on their Church work,
Hrowo. however, that the civil arm of the Govern-
ment of Japan will become more and more dominant
over the military arm, and thus make it easier or
Premier Hara and his Cabinet to carry out their
policy of the development of the Korean people, as
I think all our missionaries agree is the fixed
purpose of Governor-General Baron Saito.

It is quite natural, of course, that you should
accept the statement concerning the Norapawie
incident as ‘“‘authentic”. You cannot do otherwise
since it comes from your Government. You will, I
presume, allow us the same privilege of considering
the statement of our missionaries as authentic,
and, as you remark, there is much difference in

substance.

From what the War Office stated concerning
that and the other incidents some time ago, it is
evident to me that this statement of the Norapawie
incident issued from the War Office. Indeed, I
presume that the Government has no other source
of information than the War Office since the Com-
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mission of Inquiry under Colonel Midzumachi was
a military commission, each member being a mili-
tary man, and it would not be likely that a military
commission would issue statements censuring those
in command of the Punitive Expedition,

1 shall anticipate with interest the further state-
ments that are to be made concerning the other
three documents, though I fancy that they too will
be based upon reports of Colonel Midzumachi’s

Commission.

I am even more eagerly awaiting the Govern-
ment’s action concerning Colonel Midzumachi’s letter
to Dr. Foote and our Mission, which has been so
widely commented upon by the Far Eastern Press
and also by the British Press in Great Britain.

It is not necessary, of course, that I should
have a copy of that letter since, as you surmise, a
copy was sent to me directly from our Mission.
We still desire the comments upon it, however, that
your Government may care to make, for Colonel
Midzumachi on his arrival in Japan, according to

Press reports, went even further than in his letter

educational and moral, of the Korean people, which
will make for the best interests of both Koreans and

Japanese.
I am, Yours faithfully,
(Signed) A. E. Armstrong.
P. S. 1 hope to be in Ottawa Monday, 4th proximo

and, if so, will call on you.
(Signed) A. E. A.
(EMEHnD
e
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March 30, 1921.
Rev. A. E. Armstrong,
Ass’t. Secretary,
Board of Foreign Missions,
Presbyterian Church in Canada,
Toronto.

Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your two
letters of the 26th instant.

As regards your desire for comments on Col.
Midzumachi’s letter, which my “Government may

11 EuREw(l R R BNE
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in charging our missionaries with complicity in
the Korean plot against Japanese rule in Korea,

We must have explicit statemenst, it seems to
me, on the part of the Government of Japan that
Colonel Midzumachi stated what was untrue in
charging our missionaries with aiding the Koreans.
I doubt very seriously if there is anyone of our
missionaries who, even in his own mind, favours
Korean independence, much less supports the Kore-
ans in their agitation. All they have done is protest
vigorously against the atrocities committed by the
troops when they had ample evidence that these
had been committed on men, women and children
who had no part in whatever efforts had been made
by Koreans bandits or outlaws against the Chosen

Government.

Let me assure you that my Board looks forward
with eager anticipation to the time when we trust
we may carry on Christian work in Korea and in
Manchuria without interference on the part of
military and police, and to the end that there may

be brought about steady development, spiritual,

care to make”, as expressed in one of your letters
referred to, I may say that it will not be forthcom-
ing. This is the impression I gathered from a
communication received from my Government. For,
I presume, no comment could be stronger than the
formal declaration of disavowal of the letter by my
Government, of éior I informed you in my letter
of the 16th December last.

In regard to my visit to Toronto during the
coming annual session of your Board, I think I
may meet with your wishes. However, as you are
coming to Ottawa next Monday, the 4th proximo,
I shall be glad to talk it over when we meet.

Faithfully yours,
Amwmdmmv S. Shimizu.
Consul General.
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