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dock, First Secretary of the American Legation,
and Mr. Peck, Acting Chinese Secretary, Mr. Kuan
and Mr, Li of the Chinese Foreign Office.
Mr. Yoshida, acting as spokesman, initiated
the discussion by stating that on the 29th and
30th of November, 1920, the 35th Brigade of the 18th
Division of the Chinese Army, and a Brigade of the
First Division of the Hunan forces mutinied at
Ichang in Hupeh Province and plundered various
establishments belonging to Japanese, British and
American nationals. On this account he and his
colleagues had called upon General Wang to express
the desire entertained by their respective legations,
first: that General Wang Tu-ch’ing, who was in
command at Ichang at the time of the mutiny and
did nothing to safeguard foreign interests, be suit-
ably punished and transferred to another locality.
To their great surprise the Legations had heard that
General Wang had been reappointed to Ichang and
is now there. Second: that the losses suffered by
foreign firms and individuals should be ascertained

and reimbursement made to them.
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Interview with His Excellency General Wang
Chan-yuan, Military Governor of Hupeh and Inspec-
tor General of Hupeh and Hunan, May 10th, 1921.

SUBJECT:—Ichang Indemnities.

The following persons were present at this
interview : Mr. Yoshida, Japanese Chargé d’Affaires
and the Japanese-Chinese Secretary, Mr. Fukasawa,
Mr. Clive, Counselor of the British Legation, and
the British-Chinese Secretary, Mr. Barton, Mr. Rud-

General Wang replied as to the first point that the
troops of the 18th Division were Central Government
troops and that the Hupeh authorities therefore had
He stated that
General Wang had been engaged at Shih-nan in
fighting against the Southern forces in the western
part of Hupeh, which forces had now been defeated.
There now remained a certain amount of clearing

no responsibility in the matter.

up for General Wang to do and for this purpose it
would be necessary to retain him for a short time
at Ichang but he promissed that within a few days
he would be transferred to another locality. As for
the Hupeh troops they had since been disbanded.
When questioned as to whether he had disbanded
the Hupeh troops or whether the Central Government
had disbanded them General Wang stated that he
had disbanded them under the instructions of the
Central Government. This question was asked in
connection with General Wang’s disclaimer of res-
ponsibility for the action of the troops.

General Wang stated that in any event these

questions were of minor importance in comparison

BER 1
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with that of the question of indemnity, i. e., the
source from which the indemnity should be sought.
He stated in this connection that the revenues and
expenditures of the Province of Hupeh were all
controlled by budget and that there was no sum
available for the purpose of paying indemnity for
foreign losses. He stated that for himself he was
without any authority to increase the taxation of
the people of Hupeh and equally without authority
to make any expenditure of the public funds of the
It would
therefore be necessary to approach the Central Gov-

Province without proper authorization.

ernment for the indemnities in question and he
categorically declined to assume any responsibility
in connection therewith.

The discussion that ensued may be summarized
as follows:

In regard to the treatment to be accorded to
General Wang Tu-ch’in, the foreign representatives
inquired of General Wang whether they were cor-
rect in the assumption that since no responsibility

for these troops rested upon him if the Central

representatives said, the Central Government at
present moment in respect to matters like this is
comparatively speaking powerless and the actual
responsibility and power rests with the provincial
authorities. The Legations therefore were obliged to
look to General Wang Chan-yuan both for the pro-
tection of foreign interests and for indemnification
when losses were incurred. On this account they were
obliged to request that the Governor should appoint
a representative to ascertain the amount of the los-
ses incurred at Ichang, acting in this respect in
collaboration with their respective consular author-
ities at Hankow. General Wang replied that he had
already appointed the Commissioner for Foreign
Affairs at Hankow and the Superintendent of Cus-
toms at Ichang(concurrently Commissioner for For-
eign Affairs) to investigate these losses. The foreign
representatives called attention to the fact that the

officials designated were themselves officials of the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and that they would be
powerless to deal with military men. General Wang

replied that in the conduct of these negotiations the
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Government should order the transfer of General
Wang Tu-ch’in to another place the military gov-
ernor would enter no opposition to such action. In
reply to this the Military Governor answered with
some heat ‘“that authority over General Wang and
other officers rested in him and that he had already
agreed to the request that General Wang should
be transferred.” Pressed for a definite date within
which this transfer should take place the Governor
gave a formal assurance that it would take place at
the latest within one month.

Referring to the question of the indemnity the
foreign representatives stated to the Governor that
they wished to be quite frank with him. They
stated that they had for some months been negoti-
ating with the Central Government in regard to
the payment of indemnities, a specific instance in-

volving the sum of $1100. being given, but that the

. Central Government had professed themselves en-

tirely unable to make any payments whatever, even
the small amount referred to above, because of the

depletion of its treasury. As a matter of fact, the

knowledge of English was essential, which consid-
eration had dictated the selection of these two men.
As for their being the agents of the Central Gov-
ernment he called attention to the fact that he was
himself appointed by the Central Government and
derived his powers therefrom, but he agreed that
in this matter the Provincial Commissioner for
Foreign Affairs and the Superintendent of Customs
at Ichang should be regarded in all respects as his
personal representatives.

The foreign representatives inquired of General
Wang in regard to the payment of the indemnity
whether since he asserted that this indemnity must
be paid by the Central Government upon the result
of the investigations becoming known and the exact
amount of losses having been determined he would
himself approach the Central Government for the
payment of the sums due and assist in the securing
of such sums. General Wang stated in reply that
he would undertake to do so.

In the course of the interview General Wang

stated that none of the troops at Ichang during the
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mutiny of last autumn would again be stationed
there and he undertook to afford full protection to
foreign interests at that port.

The foreign representatives in terminating the
interview stated that they would inform the Minis-
try for Foreign Affairs of the result of the nego-
tiation and would instruct their consular authori-
ties at Hankow to begin the investigation and deter-
mination of losses in collaboration with the offi-
cials appointed for the purpose by the Military Gov-
ernor of Hupeh.
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CIRCULAR No. 140. Peking, August 12, 1921
Subject:—PROPOSAL OF THE AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT CONCERNING THE
SITUATION AT ICHANG.
The Dean has the honour to circulate herewith

a letter from the American Chargé d’Affaires con-
cerning the situation at Ichang,

On the return of this Circular, the Dean pro-
poses to call a meeting of the Diplomatic Body, as
soon as possible, in order to consider the proposal
of the American Government,

HOR
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COPY.
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA.
Peking, August 11th, 1921.

Mr. Minister,

I have the honor to refer to my letter of July
14, 1921 in regard to the proposals discussed by
the Diplomatic Corps in connection with the situa-
tion at Ichang, in which letter I stated that my
Government believed that the contemplated measures
would tend rather to intensify than to ameliorate
the situation.

I am now instructed to submit the following
suggestions from my Government as an alternative
to the proposals already under consideration:

The American Government suggest that the
Diplomatic Body address to the Chinese Government
a joint note warning it of the danger of further
mutiny at Ichang, and stating that, in the event of
injury to moﬁmm: interests, the Powers will insist

that the Chinese Government hold the higher

CIRCULAR No. 147.
Subject:—SITUATION AT ICHANG—DRAFT OF
A NOTE TO W. C. P.
With reference to Circular No. 140, of August
-12th, the Dean has the honour to circulate herewith
a draft of a Note which he proposes to send to the
Wai Chiao Pu in connection with the situation at
Ichang.

COPY.
Peking, August 1921.
Excellency,
I have the honour to inform Your Excellency
that the Diplomatic Body
them to draw the very

feel it incumbent upon
attention of the Chinese
Government to the deep apprehension felt by the
Foreign Legations in view of the numerous recent
instances where Chinese troops comprising portions
of either the national or provincial organizations
have openly rebelled against the duly constituted
military authorities, and have in a lawless and
wanton manner plundered the property of foreign-

10 BNVl KL AmKERH | & EOH

H10

military authorities concerned personally responsi-
ble and will
territories or in foreign settlements and concessions

deny them refuge in their own
in China and will reserve the right of exacting
from the Chinese Government punitive damages for
any such injuries to the persons or property of
their nationals resulting from a neglect of this
warning. My Government further proposes that
copies of this note be communicated through appro-
priate channels to the military authorijties concern-

ed.

I have the honour to suggest that a meeting of
the Diplomatic Corps be called to consider these
proposals of my Government.

1 avail myself of this opportunity etc.------

(sd) A. B. Ruddock.
Chargé d’Affaires ad interim

His Excellency the Minister for Portugal,
Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, Peking.
(EMEH 1D

Niblh  ZHHE m = F-FE R RG-S
Peking, August 20, 1921.

ers and placed their lives in danger. The mutinies
and lootings at Ichang on November 30, 1920, and
June 3, 1921, and that at Wuchang on June 7,1921,
although by no means the only instances to be
cited, afford the most striking examples in recent
months. These occurrences unavoidably cast grave
doubt on the ability or the efforts of the higher
provincial authorities to afford adequate protection
to foreign residents and trade in the regions of
their respective jurisdiction.

The Diplomatic Body desire further to point
out that the conditions under which the lootings
took place appear to continue without abatement,
and that foreign nationals engaged in business at
Ichang and other places open to trade as well as
their merchandise en route in the interior, and also
foreign missionaries resident at isolated places are
all in danger from the depredations of the great
numbers of troops found throughout the provinces.

The Diplomatic Body feel obliged therefore in
the face of these perils to their nationals to warn
the Chinese Government that the Foreign Powers

W1
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will insist that the Chinese Government hold the
higher military authorities personally and individ-
ually responsible for any damage that may be caus-
ed to any foreign interests either by the action or

failure to act of troops under their respective com-
mands in territories under their protection.

The Powers, for their part, hereby declare to
the Chinese Government that no refuge or asylum
will be given by their respective authorities either
in their own countries or in any concession, settle-
ment, leased territory, or other territory in China
under their control to any Chinese official adjudged
by the Diplomatic Body guilty in the manner indi-

cated. Moreover, the Powers inform the Chinese

Government that they reserve the right of exacting

from the Chinese Government punitive damages

for any such injuries to the persons or properties
of their nationals resulting from a neglect of this
warning. It is to be understood that the Diplomatic
Body consider themselves free to act in the sense

of the foregoing paragraph in regard to the recent
mutinies at Ichang and Wuchang.
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1 avail myself, etc.,
His Excellency Dr., W.W. Yen,
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Peking.
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Peking, September 24, 1921.

CIRCULAR No. 156.
Subject .- WARNING AGAINST MUTINIES AND
LOOTINGS.-NOTE FROM THE w.C.P.
The Dean has the honour to circulate herewith

translation of a Note received from the Wai Chiao
Pu in reply to the communication sent on August
30th. last, as referred to in the Circular No. 150.

COPY.
Translation.

September 23, 1921.
Monsieur le Ministre,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
Your Excellency’s Note dated the 30th. August, in
which it is stated that recently the Chinese troops
have several times rebelled against the duly consti-
tuted military authorities and have plundered the
property of the foreigners and placed their lives
in danger, and that it is requested that the Chinese
Government will hold the higher military authori-
ties personally and individually responsible.

In reply I have the honour to state that this

Portuguese Minister, Doyen of the Diplomatic
Corps.
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Ministry has notified the different provincial au-
thorities to pay more attention to preventing further
disturbances and at the same time the matter was
bronght up for discussion at a Cabinet meeting.
On the petition of the Cabinet, the President has
despatched circular telegrams to the different prov-
inces, instructing the provincial high military and
civil authorities to strictly warn and control the
troops, so that there may not be any further occu-
rence of mutinies or disorder and that in the event
of any more disturbances breaking out the said
military and civil authorities shall be held respon-
sible and no leniency be shown them.

Since regarding this matter, my Govenmernt has
already issued strict warnings to the military and
civil authorities of the different provinces, therefore,
the reservation of the right to exact punitive dam-
ages as stated in Your Excellency’s Note need not
enter into discussion. ,

I avail myself etc.,--:-:
(s). W. W. Yen.
His Excellency M. Batalha de Freitas,
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