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In absence of a single recognized Russian Gov-
ernment, protection of legitimate Russian interests
must devolve as moral trusteeship upon the whole
Conference. It is regrettable that the Conference
for reasons quite beyond the control of the partici-
pating Powers is to be deprived of advantage of

Russian cooperation in its deliberations, but it is

not to be conceived that Conference will take decisions

prejudical to legitimate Russian interests or which

would in any manner violate Russian rights. It is
hope and expectation of Government of United States
that Conference will establish general principle of
international action which will deserve and have the
support of people of Eastern Siberia and of all
Russia by reason of their justice and efficacy in

settlement of outstanding difficulties.
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