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I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration.
President of the Mission of the
Far Eastern Republic to China. (Sgd.)
Second Secretary (Sgd.)
His Excellency
Yukichi Obata,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary of the Imperial
Japanese Government to China.
&E B
B R R n = o B R RS
FAR-EASTERN REPUBLIC
MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MISSION TO CHINA
TO THE IMPERIAL JAPANESE GOVERNMENT
In the early part of August 1918 the Japanese
Imperial Government issued a declaration to the
Russian people in which it was said: “The Govern-
| < BRKEE~TRE-~ N HEEHRE | & <00
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FAR-EASTERN REPUBLIC
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRES
MISSION TO CHINA
No. 341/c
Peking, April 11, 1921.
Monsieur le Ministre,
Acting under the instructions of my Government
I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of the
memorandum of the Constituent Assembly of the
Far Eastern Republic addressed to the Imperial
Japanese Government, which I beg you to transmit

to your Government in Tokyo.

ment of the United States recognizing the seriousness
of the situation, has lately addressed the Japanese
Government asking it for prompt despatch of troops
in order to relieve the position of the Czecho-Slovak
forces. In order to meet the wishes of the American
Government and to cooperate with the Allies in this
expedition, the Japanese Government has decided to
make immediate preparations for the despatch of
the necessary troops.. A number of troops will be
immediately sent to Vladivostok. Although choosing
this course of action, the Japanese Government,
nevertheless, remains firm in its desire to maintain
its friendly relations with Russia and her people and
confirms its declaration of the policy to respect
the territorial integrity of Russia and to refrain
from interfering in the Russian domestic policy.
Furthermore, the Japanese Government declares
that after having accomplished the above task it

will immediately withdraw its troops from Russian

<11
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territory.”

that with the departure of the Czecho-Slovaks the

<00
It would appear from this declaration

Japanese forces should also have gone. However in
the declaration of the Japanese Government made
on August 13, 1918, only a few days after the solemn
declaration of Japan referred to above was issued,
additional reasons were given to justify the despatch
of Japanese troops; the Soviet troops, at the head
of which, in accordance with the information which
reached Japan were Austrians and Germans, were a
menace to Japan and China. In the declaration of
March 31, 1920, at the time when the Czecho-Slovak
evacuation had been completed, the new reasons given
in the declaration of August 13, 1918, appeared with
much greater emphasis. The Czecho-Slovak question
became a matter of secondary importance and the
congiderations with regard to the alleged menace
to Korea and Manchuria, and the fact of Siberia

being close to Japan were brought out to the fore-

relations between the Russian and Japanese peoples.”
The same wish has been repeated in all the state-
ments and declarations of the Imperial Japanese
Government and Japanese Command made since
August 1918. The Constituent Assembly wants to
sum up the present situation in the following words.
Russian Saghalien has been occupied. The Mari-
time Province occupied by Japanese troops no longer
resemble Russian territory, for the Japanese Com-
mand is conducting itself as if the Japanese and
not the Russians were the masters of that territory.
The Maritime Province under the control of the
Japanese, is the only district in the territory of the
Far Eastern Republic where the remnants of the
criminal counter-revolutionary bands of Semenoff, are
murdering and robbing the peaceful population. In
the Maritime Province the Government of the Far
Eastern Republic and the district authorities cannot
control the affairs of the Russian people; they cannot
| < BRKEE~ oRE-~HEEHREK | & <00

<11
ground. In this declaration nothing was said defi-
nitely about the withdrawal of the Japanese troops
after the evacuation of the Czecho-Slovaks. It was
stated only that the Japanese troops would be with-
drawn from Siberia and Transbaikalia as soon as
possible, after the evacuation of the Czecho-Slovak
forces had been completed. At the same time was
announced the occupation of the Russian part of
Saghalien, on the ground that there were no legally
constituted Russian authorities with whom it was
possible to negotiate for a settlement of the Niko-
laevsk affair. The evacuation of the Japanese troops
from the Habarovsk district was announced on Sep-
tember 18, 1920. In the declaration signed by General
0Oi, the Commander in Chief of the Japanese forces
in Siberia, it was said: “I want to express my
sincere wish for an early union of the Russian Far
East which will secure peace and prosperity to the

people and will strengthen the friendly neighbourly

ship food, goods or cars outside of the area occupied
by the Japanese troops. The population of other
parts of the Far Eastern Republic is therefore suffer-
ing from lack of food and clothing. Trains are
searched and even cars in which representatives of
the Russian authorities are riding are detained if
the Japanese Command thinks fit.

The latest notes sent by the Japanese Consul
General to the authorities of the Maritime Province
with regard to the fisheries, invoke a sad comparison
between the actual facts of life and the Japanese
declarations. With great pain does the Constituent
Assembly think of the events of April 4 & 5, 1920,
and of the numerous innocent victims which fell as
the result of the Japanese intervention. The Con-
stituent Assembly is constrained to state that the
presence of the Japanese troops in Siberia, which
aggravated the Russian people, was responsible for
those events. The representatives of the people of

<11y
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the Russian Far East solemnly declare that any
aggressive designs with regard to Japan, Korea and
Manchuria, are foreign to the minds of the Russian
people. The people of the Russian Far East wish
to establish and strengthen peaceful relations and
look forward to the resumption of trade relations
to the mutual advantage of the two countries. The
Constituent Assembly states with great regret that
even the people of those parts of the Russian Far
East which have been freed from foreign interven-
tion cannot go on with their peaceful labour and
cannot establish permanent order, because the pre-
sence of the Japanese troops in Russian territory
rises their suspicion and makes them uncertain of
the future. Notwithstanding all the difficulties and
o_omwmo_mmv the Russian Far East has been united into
the Far Eastern Republic. The latter has been
declared a democratic State, the foundations of which

are the principles of civil rights, the direct, equal

ment to determine for many years or even hundreds
of years to come the mutual relations between the
two great people of Russia and Japan. Expressing
the will of the whole of the people of the Russian
Far East to free the country of foreign intervention,
the Constituent Assembly emphatically insist upon
the evacuation of the Japanese Expeditionary Forces
from the entire territory of the Far Eastern Repub-
lic. The Constituent Assembly believes that the
withdrawal of the Japanese troops will be an impor-
tant factor in reestablishing relations between the
Japanese and Russian people. The proximity of the
two countries, the importance of the Russian Far
East to Japanese industrial circles, the immense
natural resources which await foreign capital for
their development, all are a pledge of the future close
and peaceful relations which when the past sad
memories are gone and the people return to their
ordinary occupation, shall exist between Japan and

| < BRKREN I E - N HEEHERE | & <00
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and secret ballot, and the inviolability of private
property both of Russian and foreign citizens resid-
ing within its territory. The sovereignty in the
Republic belongs to the people, who are firmly con-
vinced that the only solid basis for freedom and
independence is peaceful neighbourly relationship
with other countries,

If we recall that the Czecho-Slovak forces have
long since evacuated Siberia, then according to the
statements made by the Japanese Government there
is no reason why the Japanese troops should remain
longer in the territory of the Far Eastern Republic.
The time has come for the Japanese Government
to prove that, when sending troops to Russia in 1918,
it did not intend by taking advantage of the tem-
porary weak position of the Russian people due to
the war, the disorder which followed it, and the
revolution, to seize Russian territory. A great his-

torical moment has come for the Japanese Govern-

the Far Eastern Republic.

The Constituent Assembly expresses the hope that
in the near future the Japanese Government, having
desisted from intervention in Russian affairs, will
accord recognition to the Far Eastern Republic and
enter into formal relations with it,

For the Constituent Assembly of
the Far Eastern Republic.

(Signed) Shiloff,
President.

(Signed) Suchovy,
Secretary.

Authenticated by Koczhevnikoff, Assistant Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, of the Far Eastern Republic.
True Copy:
Secretary of the Mission
the Far Eastern Republic to China,.
Peking, April 11, 1921,
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Peking, June 7, 1921,

<08 {{m¥m

Monsieur le Ministre,

Acting under the instructions of the Government
of the Far Eastern Republic I have the honour to
enclose herewith a Note addressed to the people and
Government of Japan by Mr. Ignatius L. Yourin,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Far Eastern
Republic, transmitted to me by telegraph, and which
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I have the honour to request you to forward to your
Government in Tokyo.

I avail myself of the opportunity to assure you,
Monsieur le Ministre, of my highest consideration
and esteem,

(Signed)
Acting President of the Mission
of the Far Eastern Republic to China.
(Signed)

Agareff

M. Kassanin
Secretary.
His Excellency
Yukichi Obata,
Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary of the
Japanese Imperial Government to China.
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FAR-EASTERN REPUBLIC,
MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
MISSION TO CHINA
A NOTE ADDRESSED TO THE PEOPLE AND
GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN.

TO THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF
THE IMPERIAL JAPANESE GOVERNMENT.
On May 21, 1921, the officers of the Russian militia
at Vladivostok discovered a band of criminals who
had arms stored in the house of a Japanese citizen.
The militia officers were unable to arrest that criminal
band in view of the forcible and wilful interference
of the Japanese Gendarmes. The Russian militia
had at that time been reliably informed of anti-
government uprising being organized at Vladivostok.
The Japanese Command, which was aware of these
preparations, not only did not prevent the illegal

arming of those criminal elements implicated in the

disorder inherited by it from the bandits of Semenoff
who have been condemned by the entire civilized
world. Rising against the atrocities of the bands
of the atamans, the population of Transbaikalia,
which has experienced all the horrors of Semenoff’s
brutality, armed themselves with home-made spears
and scythes and expelled Semenoff and his bandits.
The difficult financial and economic position which
the people of the Far Eastern Republic are now
facing demands first of all peace both among them-
selves and with their neighbours and incessant work
of all classes of the population. Acting in accord
with the will of the people, the Government of the
Far Eastern Republic has first of all tried to bring
to an end the civil war. The Constitutional Assembly
at Chita, elected on the principle of universal, equal,
direct and secret ballot, has by its energetic work
established the fundamental laws of the young
Republic in which the principles of broadest demo-
| < WEKKRE~N CRE-~~HEEHRE | & <OH
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preparations, but on the contrary, on May 26, the
day of the uprising, surrounded the militia and the
People’s Defence Guard and required them to turn
over their arms, while no measures have been taken
against the outlaw bands. Nor did the Japanese
Command prevent the occupation of the government
establishments by the agents of Semenoff who were
set free by the Japanese Command. In short, the
conduct of the Japanese Command at this time has
not been different from its conduct on March 30,
1921, when an attempt at a coup in Vladivostok was
made,

Elected by the Constituent Assembly, the Govern-
ment of the Far Eastern Republic, fulfilling the will
of the people, has tried to restore order over the
entire territory of the Russian Far East and to
establish friendly relations with all other nations.
The Government has adopted every measure to

liquidate as early as possible the results of the

cracy are expressed. By these laws the people and
the Government of the Far Eastern Republic would
have been peacefully guided in the matter of domestic
reconstruction if it had not been for the constant
interference of the Japanese Command, which enabled
the fleeing bands to take refuge in Chinese territory.
The Japanese Command has also taken under its
protection the bands of Saveleff at Grodekovo and
has taken no steps to prevent the flogging of peaceful
citizens by these bands or the commission of other
forms of violence against the population. At the
same time the Japanese Command has hindered the
work of the People’s Assembly of the Maritime
Province in the matter of liquidating the above bands.
It is unnecessary to explain and to prove how
unfriendly and harmful is such behaviour on the
part of the Japanese Command to the people of the
Russian Far East. It is now well known to every-
body, as I have been informed by one of the members

<
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of the American Mission now at Chita, that disorder
in the Far Eastern Republic is evident only where
there are Japanese troops, and where there are no
Japanese troops one feels as safe as in America.
How much the Japanese Command is trying to
maintain order in the Maritime Province can be
judged from the fact that acting in the above manner
the Japanese Command has itself violated the agree-
ment of April 29, 1920 (which it forced upon the
former Vladivostok Government), in spite of its
repeated statements that it is strictly observing this
agreement. The Government of the Far Eastern
Republic wishes to know by which clause of the
agreement of April 29, 1920, the Japanese Command
had the right to disarm the Russian militia of the
The Government of the Far

Maritime Province?

Eastern Republic can only explain it as utter con-

fusion on the part of the Japanese Command when -

the bands which were under its protection tried to

sincerely wishes to establish its relations with the
Japanese people, not on the basis of the old wrongs
committed by the Japanese troops against the
Russian people during the intervention, but on the
reciprocal readiness of the two countries to establish
friendly neighbourly relations based on perfect
equality and mutual respect for the rights of the
other country. Let the Japanese Government make
an honest and frank statement before the whole
world of its claims in the Russian Far East, as honest
and frank as the statement of the people and Govern-
ment of the Far Eastern Republic of their desire for
peace at home and with their neighbours and for the
cessation of military intervention. The Government
and the people of the Far Eastern Republic are not
only not attempting to evade those questions, but
on the contrary are trying to bring about an early
settlement of them, and they are not to be blamed
if the Japanese Government and the Japanese Com-

| < BERKRE~NoRHE-~~ HEEHRE | & <OH

commit violence upon the peaceful population and to
plunder the national property of the Far Eastern
Republic. The Government of the Far Eastern
Republic explains it by confusion of the Japanese
Command for it cannot here admit an evil design,
as such would be a crime and would stigmatize the
Japanese Government. Is the Japanese Government
unable authoritatively to put an end of such conduct
of the Japanese Command in the Maritime Province?
Is the Japanese Government going to tolerate a
further connection of its Command with the criminal
elements? The Government of the Far Eastern
Republic will be forced to hold responsible the Japa-
nese Government for the conduct of the Japanese
Command, for it does not believe that the orders
of the Imperial Government are ignored by the
Japanese Command, nor can it admit that the latter

is a power independent of the Government.

The Government of the Far Eastern Republic

mand will not choose the open road. And if uprisings
recur and blood is shed, let the whole world know
that the Japanese Command is inciting them by
every possible means and that the Japanese Govern-
ment is not preventing such activities on the part
of its Command. On behalf of the people of the
Russian Far East we demand that Japan shall cease
interference with our affairs. The Government of
the Far Eastern w%:_o:.o, on behalf of the entire
people of the Russian Far East who elected it,
requests of the Japanese people and the Imperial
Government of Japan a straightforward and definite
answer to each of the following questions:

1. Do the Japanese Government and the Japanese
people consider just the constant interference of the
Japanese Command with Russian affairs against the
will of the Russian people of the Far East?

2. Will the Japanese Government continue to
help the criminals and brigands of the bands of

SQUES
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Semenoff, Ungern etc., and put obstacles in the way
of the authorities of the Far Eastern Republic in
their struggle against those bandits?

3. Does the Japanese Government consider it
necessary to establish friendly neighbourly relations
with the Government of the Far Eastern Republic?

4, Does the Japanese Government consider it
necessary to protect the interest of the Japanese
merchants in the territory of the Far Eastern Re-
public in the only possible way, namely, to enter
into a commercial treaty with the Government of
the Far Eastern Republic?

5. Does the Japanese Government intend to with-
draw from the territory of the Far Eastern Republic
its army of occupation, the presence of which in
Russian territory, as has been sufficiently proved
during the last three years, has in no way helped
to establish friendly relations nor to secure any

privileges for Japanese residents, but on the con-

ment and the Japanese Command that it will refrain
from supporting the self-styled “Government” of
Merkuloff at Vladivostok. The Government of the
Far Eastern Republic is oosam:oma that this adven-
ture is doomed to- failure,

2. The Japanese Command shall immediately
return all arms to the Russian militia and the People’s
Defence Guard.

3. The Japanese Command shall not prevent the
Government officials from arresting criminals and
taking other necessary measures to restore order,

4, The Japanese Military Command shall not put
any obstacles in the way of the local authorities of
the Far Eastern Republic nor of the district Emissary
of the Government Mr. Kozevnikoff, the Assistant
Minister of Foreign Affairs who has been ordered
to proceed to Vladivostok, in restoring order and
protecting the lives of the foreign citizens residing
in the territory of the Far Eastern Republic,
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trary has been the source of a growing hatred
toward Japan?

We hope that for the sake of a better understand-
ing between the two peoples, the Japanese Govern-
ment will not delay to give straightforward and
definite answers to all these questions.

We believe that the Japanese Government will
choose a more righteous course in its relations with
the Russian people. We firmly believe that a definite
end will be put to the shameful policy of usurpation
and violence and that the Japanese Government will
enter into just and sincerely friendly relations with
the Russian people. The Government of the Far
Eastern Republic is convinced that such a settlement
of the matter will be to the benefit of the Japanese
people. While welcoming the friendly settlement
of outstanding matters the Government of the Far

Eastern Republic categorically demands:

1. A definite statement of the Japanese Govern-

The Government of the Far Eastern Republic
soiemnly declares that if the Japanese Command does
not interfere with the domestic affairs of the Republic
the foreigners in the Maritime Province will enjoy
absolute safety and the same hospitality as has been
accorded to them in the territory which has already
been freed from the yoke of the intervening forces.

The Government of the Far Eastern Republic
which has been elected by the Constitutional Assem-
bly on behalf of the entire population of the Russian
Far East solemnly declares that no adventures
similar to that which has occurred at Vladivostok
will force the Government to forego its efforts to
carry into effect the will of the people as expressed
in the fundamental laws of the Republic enacted
by the Constitutional Assembly. The Government
will suppress all bandits from whatever quarter they
may come and will defend the sovereign rights of
the Russian people in the Far East, hoping to have

<H |
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the support therein of the entire civilized world.
" And if the Japanese Government fails to give a
straightforward and definite answer to the questions
set forth by the people of the Russian Far East and
if it refuses to comply with the lawful demands of
the Russian people, the people of the Russian Far
East and their Government will not share the respon-
sibility for the continuation of the civil war and for
the lack of order in the Maritime Province, placing
the responsibility ,cnos the Japanese Command
because of their constant interference with the
domestic affairs of the Far Eastern Republic, and
the Government and people of Japan will be held
accountable before the entire civilized world. We
are firmly convinced that the Japanese Government
will immediately discuss the abnormal conditions
with the Government of the Far Eastern Republic
and will in cooperation with it arrive at a decision

satisfactory to both,
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Ignatius L. Yourin,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Far Eastern Republic,
Chita, June 2, 1921.
Copy true:
Secretary of the Mission of the

Far Eastern Republic to China.
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