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Vladivostok on January 8, 1921, and which resulted
in the death of Lieutenant W. H. Langdon, an
engineer officer on board the U.S.S. ALBANY now
at that port. From the reports that have reached
the Department of State it appears that Lieutenant
Langdon was returning to his ship using a hand
lamp. When he reached a spot opposite the Japanese
Division Headquarters the sentry ran across the
street and halted him. After informing the sentry
that he was an American Lieutenant Langdon pro-
ceeded on his way when he was shot in the back
by the sentry, the ball passing out at the left side
of his chest. This wound ultimately caused his death.

The essential facts are clear and would seem to
be undisputed. An American naval officer in full
uniform was shot in the back and killed by a Japanese
military sentry on foreign soil over which Japan
exercises no jurisdiction and on which Japanese
authorities have no rights superior to those of other
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No. 530
EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Tokyo, January 15, 1921.
Excellency :

By the instructions of my Government I have the

honor to invite Your Excellency’s attention to the

serious and regrettable incident which occurred at

aliens who may be there. The Government of the
United States is convinced that the Government of
Japan will do everything necessary for prompt and
suitable reparation for the utterly unjustified action
of the Japanese sentry. If this were an isolated
instance of misdirected activity it Bmwg be possible
to regard it as no more than a deplorable incident
without particular significance. It is however un-
fortunately the fact that reports received by the
American Government indicate that this is merely
the most serious of a number of like cases of
interference with American citizens in portions of
Siberia where Japanese troops are stationed. The
Japanese forces there have apparently assumed
supervision and control which would be justified
only in a land over which their Government exercised
mo<m~,mwm=€ and which cannot but result in irritations
and misunderstandings. While the Government of
the United States does not underestimate the possi-
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bilities of disorder which are latent in the present
disturbed political conditions in Eastern Siberia,
it is more than ever persuaded that the continued
presence of large numbers of foreign troops on
Russian soil tends only to inflame these conditions
and retard the efforts of the Russian people to attain
a more ordered and efficient form of government
which will grant 8. all foreigners full and adequate
_protection. In the meantime, while Japanese troops
remain in and about Vladivostok, the Government
of the United States is constrained to express its
conviction that unless the Japanese military authori-
ties in Siberia are disposed to adopt a less aggres-
sively antagonistic attitude, and to prevent unjustifi-
able interference with American citizens, there can
be no assurance against a recurrence of incidents
similar to the one which resulted in the death of
Lieutenant Langdon,

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to
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Your Excellency the assurance of my highest con-
sideration.
Edward Bell

His Excellency
Count Uchida,
His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
etc., ete., ete.
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Department of Foreign Affairs,

Tokio, February 21st, 1921.
Monsieur le Chargé d’Affaires,

Referring to my note No. 2 dated January 25
relative to the unfortunate incident which occurred
at Vladivostock, I have the honour to state that the
matter has since been subjected to the most thorough
and exaustive examination at the court-martial held
at Vladivostock, according to which it has been
established that the action of the sentry in question
was entirely due to certain short-comings in the
orders he had received and he has therefore been
acquitted according to the provisions of the military
laws,

<1 nl
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In consequence, the Imperial Military Authorities
have taken the following measures against his
superior officers based on their having issued inac-
curate orders:—

1. Major General Nishihara, General Commanding
the Japanese Garrison in Vladivostock, to be
removed from the active list, on account of
his misinterpretation of the Barrack Service
Regulations, thus giving occasion for the recent
grave occurrence. He is therefore deprived not
only of the commandership of the Garrison but
of the honorable position of a brigade com-
mander which he has hitherto held.

2. Barrack Officer (a Major), to be subjected to
the punishment of “Kinshin” (to be confined
to his room and prohibited to have any outside
communication) for thirty days.

3. Assistant Barrack Officer (a Lieutenant), to

be subjected to “Kinshin” for twenty days.

the Japanese Government at the occurrence of this
sad event and I trust that the Government of the
United States will fully appreciate the sincere spirit
in which the Japanese Government have acted in
dealing with this most unfortunate incident.

I beg you, Monsieur le Chargé d’Affaires, to accept

the renewed assurances of my high consideration.
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4. Regimental Commander to be subjected to
“Kinshin” for twenty days.

5. Company Commander to be subjected to “Kin-

shin” for seven days.

The Commander-in-Chief of the Japanese Expedi-
tionary Force paid a visit to the U.S.S. Albany and
expressed to the commanding officer of the ship his
sense of regret at the occurrence of the incident.

As regards preventive measures against any
recurrence of a similar event in future, the Japanese
Command at once gave orders to the heads of the
various troops at Vladivostock to exercise stricter
care to prevent such events, which fact was duly
communicated by that Command to the commanding
officer of the U.S.S, Albany on the 20th ultimo.

In communicating the above to you for trans-
mission to your Government I beg to request you
to be so good as to convey to the American Govern-

ment the expression of deep regret on the part of

(Sgd.) Count Yasuya Uchida
Minister for Foreign Affairs.
Edward Bell, Esquire,
Chargé d’Affaires,
Embassy of the United States of America.




