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In view of imminent arrival in Vladivostok of
Semenov and taking consideration of the political
situation in the Maritime Province of which the
Consular Corps has been informed by the new pro-
visional local authorities and from other sources,
and serious consequences which the arrival of
Semenov might entail and possible danger to lives
and property of the residents of the city including
foreigners, the Consular Corps desires to inform to
all whom it may concern that until an ovvog::#%
is given to the Russian people to express its opinion
regarding a future administration of the Maritime
Province, (1) Ataman Semenov forces should be
induced to abandon his intention of landing in the
Maritime Province, and (2) all Semenov forces at
present in or arriving in Vladivostok or its vicinity
should be disarmed.

The Consular Corps also desires to state that it
has no objection to the local authorities making use
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It was stated in the press in Japan during January,
1921, that Semenoff, since his arrival in Port Arthur
on December 6, 1920, had come to a definite under-
standing with General Chang Tso-lin, the Chinese
Governor-General of Manchuria. As a result of this
understanding it was expected, according to this
press report, that General Semenoff would resume
his activities in the near future.
account of a dinner given by General Semenoff to
a large company, at a Japanese restaurant in Port
Arthur, at which General Ogata, the Commander of
the Port Arthur Fort, responded on behalf of the
guests to a speech made by Semenoff. In course of
his speech the Japanese officer said that, although
Semenoff’s activities during the past several years
had not been crowned with success, he had no doubt
that the influence and popularity of the Cossack
Ataman would result in bringing the Trans-Baikal
district under his sway. He is credited with saying
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further that the present was simply a period of
preparations for future activities and that he hoped
General Semenoff would carefully lay his plans in
order to win the final victory. In the event of
Semenoff’s resuming activities, he (General Ogata)
believed that Japan would take some positive steps.

During April the press in Japan referred to the
extraordinary war estimate of 100,000,000 yen,
passed by the Japanese Diet, and called attention to
the inclusion therein of expenditures necessary in
connection with the stationing of Japanese troops
in Sakhalin, the inauguration of civil administration
in that Province, the basis of vmwam:mi barracks
at Nikolaievsk, Decastri and Alexandrovsk, the mak-
ing of roads connecting these places, and the con-
struction of telegraphic lines,

Aside from the press reports of which the fore-
going are cited merely as examples, information

reached this Government from sources not of a
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public character. From Port Arthur word was
received of a letter said to have been dispatched
by General Semenoff to the Japanese Minister of
War.

tained the statement by General Semenoff, that

According to the report, this document con-

General Tachibana, the Japanese Commander-in-
Chief in Siberia, had approached the formation of
a so-called League to Combat Communism, composed
of the Japanese Military, General Semenoff, the
Chinese Governor-General of Manchuria Chang

Tso-lin, the Orenburg, Trans-Baical and Ussuri
Cossacks, and the Russian anti-bolshevik elements
in Manchuria. Reference was made to the fact that
the Japanese Imperial Military Command would take
upon itself the initiative of establishing that League.

Other reports coming from private and possibly
unreliable sources referred to plans alleged to have
been made by the Japanese Military Authorities for

the concerted action of Japanese forces with General
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Ungern-Sternberg and Chang Tso-lin in Mongolia
and Manchuria, and the forces of General Semenoff,
the late General Kappel, and other anti-bolshevik
leaders in Siberia. Reports of this character were
received with special frequency and from diversity
of sources at the time of the conference of Japanese
military and civil authorities at Tokio in May, at
which it was understood that Japan’s future policy
in Siberia would be considered. Many of these
reports sought, possibly maliciously, to attribute to
the Japanese military leader a purpose of creating
and maintaining unrest in Eastern Siberia as an
argument for still longer delaying the withdrawal
of the Japanese military forces.
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that communication, he is now informed to the
following effect:—

The War Office at Tokyo telegraphically inquired
of General Ogata at Port Arthur the nature of the
speech which he is alleged to have delivered on the
occasion of the dinner given by General Semenoff
in that City towards the beginning of this year.
General Ogata in reply has submitted a report, by
which it is made clear that his speech was entirely
misrepresented in the newspapers, and that he made
no ﬁmequ in encouragement of political or military
plans of General Semenoff,

On the contrary, the Japanese military authorities
at Port Arthur have consistently discouraged all
activity of General Semenoff in that direction. When
it was known in the latter part of January last, that
he was contemplating departure from Port Arthur
to join with the group of the late General Kappel
at Vladivostock, the Japanese authorities gave him
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AIDE-MEMOIRE
The Japanese Ambassador did not fail to call the
attention of his Government to the reports mentioned
in the informal Memorandum of the State Depart-
ment dated June 18, 1921, relative to certain pro-
ceedings of the Japanese military authorities in

Eastern Siberia. In answer to the points raised in

a warning in disapproval of such a scheme. Upon
the warning being unheeded, they sent him a notice
in unequivocal terms that wm could no longer count
on Japan even for the protection of his personal
safety. It was not possible for them, within the
limits of law, to proceed any further, by way of
placing him under arrest or detention in Port
Arthur, .

In disregard of all restraining counsel, he finally
made his way to Vladivostock. There he was met
with a protest from the Japanese military command
against his landing at that port, which would have
no doubt added to the complications of the situation.

These are the facts. The insinuation in the press
reports which are quoted in the Memorandum of the
State Department is entirely misdirected, and does
injustice to the correct attitude of the Japanese
military authorities towards General Semenoff.

It is true that the extraordinary military expendi-
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tures of Japan for the current fiscal year include
those connected with the stationing of her troops
in the Russian Province of Sakhalin and the adminis-
tration necessary for the effective occupation of
certain points in that Province, as well as the building
of barracks and the improvement of the means of
communication in the occupied districts. The position
of Japan in the matter of such occupation is defined
at some length in the Memorandum of the Japanese
Embasgsy dated July 8, 1921, The occupation naturally
carries with it the exercise by the occupying forces
of certain administrative functions within the dis-
tricts in question. It is further evident that the rigor
of climate, the sparseness of population and the
inefficiency of the means of communication in the
occupied territory make it absolutely necessary for
Japanese troops to be provided with barracks and
with better telegraph service and roads, if the

occupation, however temporary, is to be maintained.

argument for delaying the withdrawal of her forces.

July 14, 1921,
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Expenditures for such purposes cannot be avoided.

Nothing is known in Tokio about the League to
Combat Communism, mentioned in the Memorandum
under review. The War Office is, however, mmﬁmm&
that General Tachibana has never allowed himself
to take part in, or to give approval to the formation
of the League.

Reference is further made in the Memorandum
to the plans which the Japanese military authorities
are reported to have in mind for a concerted action
with Generals Ungern-Sternberg and Chang-Tso-
Lin and certain anti-Bolshevik leaders in Siberia.
The reports are as unfounded as they are mischievous.

Japan is materially interested in an early stabili-
zation of the situation in Eastern Siberia. Continued
disorder in the territory close to her border only
tends to aggravate her own difficulties. Nothing can
be more repellent to her aims and policy than to

create and maintain unrest in that region as an
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