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the voice.” I happen to know something of the
honesty, the earnestness, and the deep patriotism
which were behind the voice in the person of him
who used it.

Mr. Fisher’s historic pledge of “the last man and
the last shilling” meant, I feel sure, that when the
necessity for conscription came there would have
been no shirking by him of responsibility in the
way which Mr. Hughes adopted. With Mr. Fisher
in power there would have been no lamentable con-
scription referenda. He would have taken the
honourable and effective course adopted by the
Governments of the Mother Country, by Canada,
and New Zealand, and Australia would have been
spared the stigma placed upon it by Mr. Hughes

With Mr. Fisher at the head of our affairs the
sadly thinned ranks of the Australian army would
not have called in vain for reinforcements from the

quarter of a million of able-bodied men whom Mr.
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Melbourne.

18th January, ’21.

MR. HUGHES’S RECORD.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS.

Sir,—To those who have watched the course of
Federal politics during the last few years with a
fair amount of intelligence, the eulogy pronounced
upon Mr. Hughes by Mr. Bruce at Dandenong will
have been read with mixed feelings of amusement
and amazement,

For myself, having noted it and attempted to
surmise, more or less unsuccessfully, what is be-
hind it, I should have left it at that for the present,
had not Mr. Bruce in his desire to acclaim Mr.
Hughes, gone out of his way to depreciate my friend,
Mr. Fisher, the ex-Prime Minister. For the war
policy carried out by the Labour party under Mr.
Fisher the credit is given by Mr, Bruce to Mr. Hughes.

“His was the hand,” says Mr. Bruce, Fisher was “only

Hughes allowed to shirk their obligations of Austra-
lian citizenship. The war record of Mr. Hughes
forsooth? His vainglorious war talk would fill many
thick volumes; as for his actions, Mr. Bruce would
have been better advised to have let the blue mould
of oblivion cover them as thickly as possible.
The Dandenong gathering was told by Mr.
Bruce that Mr, Hughes’s success at the Peace Con-
ference in connection with the “White Awustralia”
policy was one of the most wonderful achievements
in history. Presumably this refers to Mr. Hughes’s
attitude towards the Japanese delegates. Future
Australian commentators will probably substitute the
word “mischievous” for “wonderful.” Eighteen
months ago, in an attempt to enlighten the people
of Australia on this all-important matter, I deat with
it in a parmphlet at greater length than is possible
here. Let me repeat, however, that the Japanese

at that conference never challenged, either directly
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or indirectly, our White Australia policy, and what-
ever danger threatens it to-day is due to Mr. Hughes’s
makebelieve of defending. His attitude to the Japa-

nese delegates was tactless. It certainly enabled
him to pose, on his return to the Commonwealth,
as the champion of White Australia; but, unfortu-
nately, it is no exaggeration to say that, as may be
gathered from Japanese sources, he is responsible for
a feeling in Japan of unfriendliness towards Australia
which may bear bitter fruit in the future.

Mr. Hughes is claimed by Mr. Bruce as the man
who is keeping the Nationalist party together. Mr.
Bruce must have very little faith in the Nationalist
cause if he thinks, as he says, that it must tumble
to pieces should Mr. Hughes cease to lead it. There
are not a few besides the writer, and the number
is rapidly increasing, who hold that the reckless

dictatorship of Mr. Hughes is a source of weakness

rather than strength to his party. Sooner or later

On its merits the case made out by Mr. Fowler
will not bear examination. The two points upon
which Japanese and Australian policies ran counter
to each other were the control of the islands south
of the equator and “White Australia.” On both of
these Mr. Hughes undoubtedly spoke for Australia.
If Mr. Fowler has been observing popular discussion
in the United States, he will have seen that the
Australian watchfulness with regard to the southern
Pacific islands is being compared very favourably
with the lack of interest displayed by the United
States representatives in the future of the islands
farther north. On the White Australia policy Mr.
Hughes adopted the line least calculated to give
offence. As he said in the House of Representatives,
it was not a question of the inferiority or superiority
of either races, but of fundamental differences bet-
ween the two races. Mr. Fowler is, of course, en-
titled to criticise Mr. Hughes, but he is surely over-
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this leadership will come to an end, but whenever
it does I pity the man who undertakes the job of
reducing the chaotic affairs, and particularly the
finances of the country, to order. “After me the
deluge,” Mr. Hughes is reported to have said not
long ago when in one of his cynical moodes, and
of a truth a deluge is following in the wake of
this stormy petrel which threatens to lay the National
party, if not the Commonwealth, in ruins.—Yours, &c.,

J.M. FOWLER.

House of Representatives Jan. 17.

N—RKENREE
TEH “ARGUS”.
Melbourne.
18th January, ’21,
Mr. Fowler, M.H.R., has for some time displayed
a animogity towards Mr. Hughes, and the criticism

by him published this morning is to be discounted.

stepping fair comment when he suggests that if
another member holds a more favourable opinion of
the Prime Minister than he does there is something

“pbehind it.”
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evitable result of this action and its unmistakable
object are very obvious, and its effect upon those
against whom it is aimed can hardly be contemplated
with satisfaction by any persons possessed of an
ordinary amount of humanity.

It becomes my duty, with the greatest respect,
to enter a protest, on behalf of my nationals, against
the contemplated action, and to beg of you to use
your influence in the direction of removing the ex-
isting disabilities against which my predecessor un-
availingly protested.

I have the honour, &c.
(Sgd.) K. TAMAKI.
Acting Consul-General.
The Honourable
The Premier of Queensland,
BRISBANE.
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H. I. J. M’S CONSULATE GENERAL, SYDNEY.
19th March, 1921.
Sir,

In June 1919, with the object of further restrict-
ing the number of Japanese labourers employed in
the sugar industry in Queensland, it was resolved
that Japanese labourers should be prohibited from
employment by owners of sugar plantations of more
than 75 acres. At that time my predecessor had
considerable correspondence with your Government,
and presented a letter of protest against the discrimi-
natory nature of the resolution. To that protest
no definite reply was received.

In 1920 further restriction was passed by reduc-
ing the acreage of the plantations upon which Japa-
nese might be employed to 45 acres, and now, ac-
cording to information which I have received from
the Japanese Society in Cairns, it is proposed to

further reduce such acreage to 40 acres. The in-

ZREL
H.I. J. M’S. CONSULATE GENERAL, SYDNEY.
19th March, 1921.
Sir,

It was my intention to do myself the honour
of paying a visit to Brisbane with the object of
interviewing you upon the subject of the accompany-
ing letter, and to make certain representations per-
tinent to the question. This, however, I find will
not be possible, but I am sending my English
Secretary, Mr. E. W. Foxall, to represent me, and
I have to request that you will be good enough to
grant him the favour of an interview at your con-
venience on Tuesday, 29th instant. He intends
leaving Sydney on Sunday by the Express.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Sgd.) K. TAMAKIL

g1
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Acting Consul-General,

n-Pe

The Honourable
The Premier of Queensland,
BRISBANE.
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4th April, 1921,
Report of Mr. E. W. Foxall upon his visit to
Brisbane to interview Mr. Theodore, Premier
of Queensland, in the interests of the
Japanese Sugar Plantation operatives of

Cairns, Queensland.

I arrived at Brisbane on Monday, 28th March,
at 6.45 p.m.
Next morning (Tuesday) at 9 a.m. I called upon

Mr. Tashima (principal Japanese Merchant in

Brisbane) to ascertain whether any Japanese from

Mr. Forsyth said:—

From 20 to 21 years ago the Commonwealth
Parliament, in its wisdom, passed an Immigration
Restriction Act, with the expressed object of
ultimately making the whole population of Aus-
tralia “white.” Legislative machinery was pro-
vided in order to exclude all coloured persons
from the Commonwealth excepting such as
might be permitted to enter under special con-
ditions, for mercantile or diplomatic purposes.
But such legislation was never proposed to be
made retrospective. All “aliens” then in the
Commonwealth were deemed to be legally there-
in, and entitled to all the rights and privileges
of native born citizens; which, of course, included
their right to pursue their lawful avocations un-
molested and undiscriminated against.

Subsequent and recent legislation in the
State of Queensland, however, has gone further

R TR—xKLnNa W] DEEEKRE 1P

B
Cairns were in town to meet me. There were none.

At 10 am, I called upon Mr. James Forsyth,
Hon. Consul for Japan at Brisbane, and discussed
the position with him so far as it had disclosed
itself; reference being made to the correspondence
upon the same subject which took place, in 1919,
between the Queensland Government and the then
Consul-General, Mr. S. Shimizu.

Mr. Forsyth took some notes, and then kindly
telephoned to Mr. Theodore, the Premier of Queens-
land, who made an appointment for us to see him
at 2.30 p.m.

We met the Premier at his office at the ap-
pointed hour, when Mr. Forsyth introduced me, and
then proceeded, from his notes, to explain the object
of our visit.

Following is the report of the interview as
nearly as the absence of a stenographer enabled it

to be reported:—

than that.
The Premier:— What legislation ?
Mr. Forsyth:— The Sugar Cultivation Acts and
Regulations; in which, however, provision was
made for the issue of Certificates of Exemption,
which conserved to long-resident Japanese (i.e.
Japanese who were domiciled in the Common-
wealth before the passage of the Immigration
Restriction Act) all their existing and pre-existing
rights and privileges. Those rights and privileges
were attacked, and to some extent destroyed by
an award of the Court of Industrial Arbitration of
Queensland (vide Queensland Government Gazette,
2 July 1919) which contained the following
clauses: —
Employment of Coloured Labour.
3. (a) No coloured labour shall be em-
ployed, or (if employed at the date of this
award) be continued in employment at canecut-
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ting.

(b) No coloured labour shall be em-
ployed, of (if employed at the date of this
award) be continued in employment in or in
connection with the cultivation of sugarcane on
land which has been ploughed on any farm on
which more than 75 acres are planted with cane.
For the purposes of this sub-clause, two(2) or
more farms held by the same person shall be
regarded as one farm: provided that this sub-
clause shall not take effect until the first day
of January, 1920.

(c) Nothing in this clause shall prevent
the owner of a sugar cane farm from employing
his own countrymen on such farm.

Commenting on the above clauses, Mr.
Shimizu, at the conclusion of his letter to the
Premier of Queensland, dated T7th July 1919,

wrote:—

likely to destroy the benefit of Certificates of
Exemption held under the Laws of Queensland.

The Acting Consul-General, Mr. K. Tamaki,
has been informed by the Japanese Society at
Cairns that the area of sugar cane farms upon
which Japanese labourers might be employed
had been reduced in 1920 from 75 acres to 45
acres, and that it was now proposed to further
reduce such acreage to 40 acres.*

If this could be done it was manifest that
the acreage could be still further reduced to 30
acres or 15 acres or One acre or No acres at all,

and thus the value of the Certificates of Exemp-

* These figures are subject to alteration as the result
of a subsequent interview between Mr. Foxall and Mr.
Inouye (Secretary of the Japanese Society at Cairns) at
Brisbane, 31. 3. 21, referred to hereafter.

tion would be destroyed altogether.

Mr. Foxall then said:—

The Acting Consul-General for Japan (Mr.
R [R—xX-nah]) REEKREE 11PHE
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“In this connection I much regret to have to
repeat my strong official protest against the
above portion of the Award, as an unjust
deprivation of the rights of my nationals,
who have been long resident in Queensland,
and who hold Certificates of Exemption en-
titling them to work in any branch of the Sugar
Industry, the value of which has been, in some
cases, totally destroyed by the Award.”

A copy of this communication was addressed
to the Acting Prime Minister on the 8th idem, of
which a formal acknowledgment, without com-
ment, was received.

A reply was received from the Under Secre-
tary, Chief Secretary’s Office, Brisbane, on the
23rd idem, stating that the Award referred to
was within the competency of the Queensland
court of Industrial Arbitration, and adding that
it did not appear that such Award would be

K. Tamaki) has desired me to express his regret
that he is unable, by reason of great pressure
of official business and some physical indisposi-
tion to attend here today; but at the urgent wish
of the Japanese Society at Cairns for someone
to represent them and intercede on their behalf,
he has requested, me to attend, in his stead.
In doing this he instructed me to say that
he has no intention to criticise, complain of, or
animadvert upon the settled Immigration policy
of the Commonwealth. Nor does he ask for any
modification of that policy in favour of his na-
tionals. I myself, having been connected with
the Japanese Consulate-General, in a secretarial
position, for 21 years, can confidently assure
you—and I can appeal for corroboration to all the
Commonwealth Ministers and officers entrusted
with the administration of the Immigration Act
from the date of its passage—that the Japanese

=i
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Government and Consulate-General in
Australia have at all times used their utmost
endeavours to prevent the slightest breach or
evasion of that Act on the part of the Japanese.
Mr. Tamaki therefore merely desires me to ap-
peal to you as head of the Government of the
State of Queensland, on the grounds of our com-
mon humanity, to use your great influence in
the direction of endeavouring to prevent any
action being taken by State authority, the effect
of which would be to deprive Japanese labourers
in the Queensland Sugar Industry of those
rights which were permitted to remain to them
by the Commonwealth Parliament in 1901, upon
the passage of the Immigration Act.

He asks you to be good enough to consider
the matter from the following point of view,
viz:—

The question of the admission or otherwise

Queensland representative in that House had
said: “This Bill does not go far enough. It
merely provides for the prevention of the im-
migration of any Japanese in the future, but
leaves all those who are now domiciled with all
the rights and privileges of native-born citizens.
This is not enough for us. We desire to hamper
them in their industry; to make it increasingly
difficult for them to obtain employment, or even
to live; so that they may be compelled either to
leave the country or to starve.

I am sure that the conscience of the Com-
monwealth, as represented by the Federal
Parliament would not have assented to any such
proposition. It would have been regarded as an
offence against civilization and humanity.

But what essential difference is there, so far
as the Queensland Japanese Sugar labourers
are concerned, between having such a provision

R [R=—XLna] DEEREEE 1PE

The Premier:—

Mr.

The Premier:—

i
of people from other nations into Australia was
deemed to be one with which it was the ex-
clusive province of the Federal Government to
deal, in the interests of all the States comprised
in the Commonwealth.

There are those who hold the opinion that
the handing over of such a question as Im-
migration to the Commonwealth practically in-
volved its removal from the sphere of State ac-
tion. That is to say: Should any State feel, or
find, that the objects sought by the Act were
being thwarted, or not being obtained, from any
cause whatever, the proper course for such State
to adopt would be to appeal to the Commonwealth
Government to take what legislative action might
be deemed to be necessary in the circumstances.

Suppose, for the sake of illustration, that,
during the discussion of the Immigration Restric-

tion Bill in the Commonwealth Parliament, some

inserted in the principal Act, or having Queens-
land State legislation passed to accomplish the
same purpose?

Can you give me any idea of how
many Japanese are affected in the Cairns
district, and whether any cases of hardship have
occurred amongst them, and, if so, to what ex-
tent?
Foxall:— 1 cannot give you that information
at once, but I will telegraph to Cairns for it and
let you have it as soon as it shall be received,
So far as what you say regarding
the State and the Commonwealth is concerned,
I think you will find that the State action was
taken in agreement with the Commonwealth, in
connection with the bonus which was granted
to the Sugar Producing Industry by the Com-
monwealth. Then there have been from time

to time reports to the effect that a number of
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Japanese were improperly landing in Queensland,
which may have had some effect upon the

awards made.

. Foxall:— I think you will remember, however,

Mr. Theodore, that those reports, when investigat-
ed, have been discovered to be without founda-

tion, or, at any rate, grossly exaggerated.

The Premier:— But what about the natural increase

of population?

. Foxall:— There can be none, as these labourers

do not belong to the class which is permitted
to bring their wives with them. That privilege
is limited to a very few of the mercantile class,
who themselves are only admitted upon pass-
ports, and exempted from the operation of the
Act for a period of one vear. which period may
be extended on expiry upon application to the
Commonwealth. It can therefore be seen that

these Japanese form, as has been stated in the

we hope that the Queensland Government may
see its way clear to he as lenient as possible.
Mr. Tamaki asked me to refer to the friendly
relations which have always subsisted between
Japan and the Commonwealth, and particularly
to bear in mind the fact that Japan was an Ally
of Great Britain, and rendered valuable service

to Australia during the recent war.

The Premier:— That is well known, Mr. Foxall,

Mr.

and perfectly recognised.

Foxall:— It may be with yourself, but there are
those who are beginning to forget, and to in-
sinuate that Japan did not do very much, and
that what she did she did for her own sake,

and was well paid for it.

The Premier:— That perhaps is unavoidable. At

any rate, gentlemen, I shall give your representa-
tions full consideration, and shall bring it be-
fore my colleagues, and write to Mr. Tamaki

R IR—=X4N=a ] DEEESE 11D
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correspondence, a gradually diminishing remnant
of those who were domiciled in the Common-
wealth at the passage of the Immigration Act.
Their numbers are but few, and the request that
they may be unmolested seems but a reasonable
one in the circumstances, and it would be pos-
sible for your Government to obtain a maximum
of gratitude for a minimum of favour.

Mr. Forsyth:— Do I understand, Mr. Foxall, that
the Japanese would be satisfied if they were
left in their present condition, no further action
being taken in the direction of lessening the
acreage of farms upon which they may labour?

Mr. Foxall:— I cannot say that. Indeed, the Consul-
General’s protest is against the 75 acres, to which
we had no definite reply in 1919. We are, of
course, not in-a position to dictate, and must be
satisfied with whatever the Government may see

fit to do. But, in view of all the circumstances,

in due course. I may tell you, however, that
one thing is certain, that nobody shall be al-
lowed to starve in the way you have indicated,
whether they be Japanese or Australians; if the
effect of any legislation or award is to render
them destitute, they must receive the care and

assistance of the State.

The following telegram was sent by Mr. Foxall
to the Japanese Society at Cairns:—
“Please wire how many Japanese in Cairns
district affected by restriction of area of sugar
farms upon which they may be employed also
how many cases of hardship have occurred
through such restrictions and to what extent.
Foxall, Secretary, Japanese Consulate, Care
Tashima, Brisbane.”
which was acknowledge, and Mr. Inouye, Secretary
of the Japanese Society at Cairns, called upon Mr
B
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Foxall in Brisbane on Friday 1st April. Mr. Inouye
said he had only held the position of Secretary for
about ten months, and was therefore not very well
posted in the history of past events, but he said that
the acreage was reduced last year (1920) from 75
acres to 40 acres, not 45 as previously mentioned,
and that the men were being forced out of the in-

dustry and had to accept much harder work, and

at less remuneration than they had been accustomed
to. He would make enquiry as to the extent of
hardship endured, and communicate later with the

Consulate-General.

Copy of telegram sent by Mr. Foxall to the
Premier of Queensland on the 4th April, 1921:—
“Premier Queensland,
Brisbane.
Re our interview last Tuesday total number

Japanese of all occupations Cairns district June

ment of Japanese in the sugar industry is a matter
for the exclusive consideration of the Industrial
Arbitration Court of Queensland.

The Government cannot interfere with the Court
in the proper exercise of its jurisdiction. If the
interests of long-resident Japanese workers are likely
to be adversely affected by any proposed variation
of the award, such workers should make their rep-
resentations to the Court when the matter is be-
ing considered.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Sgd.) EDWARD G. THEODORE,
Premier.
The Acting Consul-General for Japan,
17 Castlereagh Street,

SYDNEY.
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last one hundred ninety two reduced from over
five hundred in nineteen hundred and one.

Foxall, Japanese Consulate.”

g $Ede
B mE A DT N KON S HE m e S0 I 2 B
REE

QUEENSLAND,
PREMIER’S DEPARTMENT
BRISBANE, 5th April, 1921.
Sir,

Adverting to previous correspondence on the sub-
ject of the employment of Japanese labourers in the
sugar industry in this State and to the interview
your English Secretary, Mr. Foxall, had with me on
the 29th ultimo in regard thereto, I have the honour
to inform you that I have considered every aspect
of the matter and desire to intimate that the varia-

tion of the Industrial Award relating to the employ-

I+ mEHKEEHRLE IS AD Y N KNS
EHRIS R
H. I. Japanese Majesty’s Consulate-General,
Sydney, 12th April, 1921,
Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of the 5th inst., informing me of your
decision in the matter of the Industrial Awards re-
lating to the employment (or prevention of the em-
ployment) of Japanese labourers in the sugar in-
dustry of Queensland, which has formed the sub-

ject of previous correspondence, and concerning

which you were good enough to grant an interview
on the 29th ult. to Mr. James Forsyth, Hon. Consul
for Japan in Brisbane, and Mr. E. W. Foxall, the
English Secretary of this Consulate-General.

You state that the Government cannot interfere
with the Industrial Arbitration Court in the proper
exercise of its jurisdiction. May I be permitted to

By
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remark, with all due respect, that the point at issue

PE

is whether the award which has formed the subject
of my protest is, or is not, a proper exercise of the
Court’s jurisdiction. To assert that it is so is merely
a petitio principii—a postulation of the justice of the
action which is under discussion.

I find it difficult to understand the position of
irresponsibility in which, by inference, you place
the Industrial Arbitration Court of Queensland. It
seems .incredible that a State should be competent
to -create a tribunal, amongst whose powers would
be included that of depriving the legally resident
subjects of a friendly nation of rights and privileges
reserved to them by the Commonwealth Parliament
when dealing with the cognate subjects of alien
restriction and Immigration.

.There is no room for doubt as to the effect upon
the interests of longresident Japanese workers in

the sugar industry of your State by the limitation

sequently made by the Court (of which you are
aware) the concluding sentence of your letter under
reply, in the following words,
“If the interests of long-resident Japanese
“workers are likely to be adversely affected
“by any proposed variation of the award, such
“workers should make their representations to
" “the Court when the matter is being considered,”
can hardly be regarded as intended to be serious.
v I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Sgd.) K. TAMAKI.

Acting Consul-General.
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of the areas of the farms or plantations upon which
they may be employed. The obvious effect must be
to decrease their opportunities of employment in that
industry by a discrimination on the grounds of race
and colour which has always formed the subject o,m
respectful but more or less ineffectual protest, And
it would be idle to assert, or profess to believe, in
view of statements which are upon record, that that
was not its deliberate object. For instance, in the
press report of the proceedings in the Queensland
Arbitration Court, on Thursday, June 12, 1919, hefore
His Honour, Mr. Justice M’Cawley, His Honour is
reported to have said, at the outset of the proceed-
ings:—

“I may say that I intend absolutely to prohibit

“the employment of coloured gangs for harvest-

ing.”

In view of a statement of this character, from

such a source, and of the text of the award sub-
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