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These objections apply to the new law of 1920
with still greater force and cogency, and the Japanese
Government are unable to conceal from themselves
the sad disappointment with which they view the
adoption of that measure.

They are moreover apprehensive that California,
by such acts of glaring discrimination against Japa-
nese, has blazed a wrong trail in legislation, with
consequences which it is difficult to foresee.

They however desire to assure the American
Government of their unwavering faith in the supreme
importance which they attach to the maintenance of
the traditional relations of good understanding be-
tween the two nations.

While fully realizing the gravity of the difficul-
ties, both actual and potential, consequent upon the
California enactments under review, the Japanese
Government are confident that, if approached in the

spirit of good will and mutual accommodation, the
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MEMORANDUM

The alien land law recently adopted in California
through the initiative process came into force on
December 9, 1920. In so far as it concerns the
position of aliens ineligible to American citizenship,
it is obviously calculated to add to the rigor and
activity of discrimination characterizing the cognate
statute of 1913.

It will be recalled that the California enactment
of 1913 gave rise to a formal protest of the Japanese
Government, as being in its manifest intent repug-
nant to all principles of fairness and justice, and
disregardful of the letter as well as the spirit of the
existing treaty between Japan and the United States.

whole problem is susceptible of a satisfactory adjust-
ment consistent with honor and true interests of
both countries.

Believing that these views are shared by the
American Government, they are gratified that frank
and exhaustive discussions of an informal character
have been in progress between Ambassador Morris
and Ambassador Shidehara at Washington, with the
acquiescence of their respective governments, in an
earnest effort to compose the difficulties in question.

It is the sincere desire of the Japanese Govern-
ment that these discussions will soon be brought to
a happy conclusion, and that both Governments will
be able forthwith to examine and approve plans of

adjustment to be recommended by the two Ambas-

sadors.

In the meantime, the development and final out-
come of the pending discussions are being looked

forward to with confidence in Japan. It is hoped
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that the American Government will appreciate the
degree of forbearance exercised by the Japanese
people no less than by the Japanese Government
in the presence of keen dissatisfaction over the un-
fortunate legislation in California.
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Senate Joint Resolution No. 4

INTRODUCED BY SENATOR INMAN,

Whereas, The present treaty of commerce and
navigation, between the United States and Japan,
proclaimed on the fifth day of April, 1911, in fixing
the rights of the nationals of both contracting parties,
provides that—

“The citizens or subjects of each of the high
contracting parties shall have liberty to enter,

travel and reside in the territories of the other
to carry on trade, wholesale and retail, to own
and lease and occupy houses, manufactories,
warehouses and shops, to employ agents of their
choice, to lease land for residential and commer-
cial purposes; and generally, to do anything
incident to or necessary for trade, upon the same

terms as native citizens or subjects submitting

themselves to the laws and regulations there

established”: and

Whereas, Notwithstanding the aforesaid provi-
sion of the treaty limiting the purposes for which
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January 6, 1921.

Referred To Committee On Federal Relations.

Senate Joint Resolution No. 4—Relative to naturali-
zation and property rights of aliens.

Whereas, At the general election held on the
second day of November, 1920, the people of the
State of California, in the exercise of their right
reserved under the federal constitution, by an over-
whelming majority, adopted the ‘“alien land law”,
which, among other things, provides that all aliens
ineligible to citizenship under the laws of the United
States, may acquire, UOmmg@ enjoy and transfer real
property or any interest therein in this state in the
manner and to the extent and for the purposes pre-
scribed by any treaty now existing between the
government of the United States and the nation or
country of which such alien is a citizen or subject

and not otherwise; and

the subjects of Japan may enter, travel and reside in
the United States, approximately one hundred thou-
sand Japanese are now residing in California, com-
paratively few of whom are engaged in trade, while
the great majority are engaged in agriculture, owning,
leasing and farming lands, and now control one-
eight of the entire acreage of rich irrigated lands in
the State, as shown by the official report of the state
board of control; and

Whereas, Japanese, as well as American author-
ities concede the unassimilability of the two races,
and grant that a continuance of existing conditions
must develop a racial question and grave inter-
national complications out of the present economic
problem; and

Whereas, The evidence before the house immi-
gration committee, in hearings held on the Pacific
Coast in July and August, 1920, clearly indicates the

impracticability of making dependable American
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citizenship out of the material coming to us from
Japan, and the impossibility of a white community
holding its own either in increase of numbers or in
economic competition against the racial advantages
and birth rate of the Japanese; and

‘Whereas, Preliminary negotiations are now pend-
ing between the state Department at Washington and
representatives of the empire of Japan with a view
of entering into a treaty dealing with the subject
of immigration; and

Whereas, Reports have come to us from our
representatives in congress that Japan insists that
the proposed treaty shall grant the right of citizen-
ship to the subjects of Japan now in the United
States, and shall, in effect, nullify the aforesaid ‘“alien
land law”’; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the senate and assembly, jointly,
That the legislature of the States of California protests

against any treaty being made between the United

made prohibiting the further immigration of the
subjects of Japan to the United States save and

except merchants, students and teachers, their

servants and employees; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be
forthwith dispatched to the President of the United
States, the Secretary of State of the United States,
to each of our senators and representatives in cong-
ress and to each member of the committee on foreign
relations of the United States.
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States and Japan whereby the right, to citizenship
shall be extended to the subjects of Japan; and be it
further

Resolved, That any attempt by the treaty-making
power of the United States to nullify the aforesaid
“Alien Land Law” or to confer upon the subjects of
Japan, the right to acquire, own or possess lands
within this state, in violation of the state laws,
should be opposed, as destructive of state’s rights
reserved under the constitution of the United States;
and be it further

Resolved, That in any treaty hereafter made by
the United States and Japan, said “Alien Land Law”
be held inviolate and that the rights of the states of
the Union to enact legislation respecting the acquisi-
tion and ownership of land by aliens within their
respective borders be properly safeguarded; and be
it further

Resolved, That in any such treaty, provision be
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Embassy of the United States of America
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Tokyo, January 20, 1921.
Dear Mr. Vice-Minister :

It gives me great pleasure to acknowledge the receipt
of your communication of January 17, 1921, enclosing a copy
of the memorandum regarding the Alien Land Law in Cali-
fornia which His Excellency Baron Shidehara presented to
the Department of State on January 3rd, and to express to
you my appreciation of your courtesy in forwarding to me
the document in question,

I am,

Dear Mr. Vice-Minister,
1 1H
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Sincerely yours,
Edward Bell
His Excellency
Mr. M. Hanihara,
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs,

etc, etc, etc.
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