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AKEIRANDR- D=
B EKEHM D BERNE N IRY NARE | EX RJIKER
NIRRT N X RITINE ¢ON A KE O
BRI A o 3~ EIEE N 2R Appreciates deeply the
(accommodating ) (Nagaramaru )

accomidating spirit in which the Nagramaru case was

treated X 20—l Y e

]
@E

ORAL

In my first general discussion with Your Excellency
on July 27th I gave an opening to pursue the question of a
general improvement in Anglo-Japanese relations which
might well have been expected to result from the Burma
Road Agreement. Your Excellency was unable at the time
to give me any indication of Japanese policy, which was still
under consideration; but, speaking less officially, you made
it clear that you felt unable to share my own strong view
that our differences were at that time capable of solution

by a process of friendly discussion. Your Excellency also

indicated that Japan's leanings were towards the Axis.

Subsequent events appeared to shew that Your
Excellency had correctly indicated this country’s
intentions. Japan committed herself to the creation of a
“‘new order in Greater East Asia” and, although her
statesmen did not say so in so many words, it became
increasingly clear that this somewhat vague definition was
designed to cover a programme of expansion which could
only be achieved at the expense of British and other
interests over a wide area.

Two months after our interview of July 27th the
conclusion was announced of a three-Power pact in which
Germany and Italy accorded recognition to Japan's aims in
Asia while Japan openly recognised the aims of our
enemies in Europe and committed herself in certain
circumstances to joining them as a belligerent.

Lord Halifax has given careful consideration to Your

Excellency’s explanations of Japan's policy as conveyed to

me from time to time and in particular has noted with

1116
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[ En

1

satisfaction my reports that you had been doing your best
to discourage the most regrettable anti-British campaign
promoted by various Japanese Government agencies
which culminated in the wholesale arrests of British
residents in Japan - men whose personal integrity and long-
standing friendship for the Japanese nation were beyond
question. But a whole series of events which have occurred
since the signature of the three-Power agreement (such as
the purchase of German ships in Japanese ports, the biased
presentation of European war news in the Japanese press,
the increasing Japanese efforts to provide Germany with
goods and materials vital to the prosecution of the war et
cetera) indicate clearly that the Japanese Government
regard that instrument as a signal for the intensification of
acts detrimental to vital British interests. In these
circumstances Your Excellency will readily understand
that it is not by words but by acts that His Majesty's

Government must measure Japan's intentions.
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%Hoﬁm from Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs
containing message to his Britannic Majesty’s Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs has been laid before Prime
Minister.

Prime Minister is gratified to observe that Monsieur
Matsuoka sees no reason to apprehend any untoward
developments in East Asia, and notes with satisfaction his
assurance about peaceful intentions of Japanese
Government.

Since Monsieur Matsuoka, for his part, makes
reference to “movements of British and American
Governments in their attempt to expedite and enlarge
warlike preparations”, Prime Minister would allow himself
to offer certain observations which he hopes may remove
any misunderstanding of position of H. M.'s Government.

There is no question of H. M.'s Government making

any attack upon or committing any act of aggression
against Japan; and Prime Minister is sure that this also
represent intentions of United States, though of course he
cannot claim to speak for them. All preparations which are
being made in Oriental Regions by Great Britain and
United States are of a purely defensive character.
Incidentally, Prime Minister would wish to assure
Monsieur Matsuoka that concern which Mr. Eden
expressed to Japanese Ambassador was not based
exclusively on reports from H. M.'s Ambassador in Tokyo,
but on the course of events in Far East and on a study of
the speeches of Japanese Minister Foreign Affairs himself.

m,,cwabm now to the war in progress in Europe
between Great Britain and Germany it will be within
Monsieur Matsuoka'’s recollection that, before outbreak of
war, HM.'s Government made every offer, by concession
and reasonable dealing, to avert hostilities. That is

recognised throughout world, and indeed the Government

of the day in this country was severely criticised for having
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travelled too far along this road. Their efforts were
unavailing, and German Government, by attacking Poland
after so many breaches of faith and of treaties, chose
arbitrament of war. HM.'s Government, having thus been
forced to enter upon this grievous quarrel, have no thought
but to carry it to a victorious conclusion. Naturally it takes
some time for the peaceful communities which compose
British Empire to overtake military preparations of
countries which have long been exulting in their martial
might, and adapting their industries to war production. But
even now HM.s Government feel well assured of their
ability to maintain themselves against all comers, and they
have every reason to hope that within a few months they
will, with rapidly increasing supply of materials which is
coming from United States, be overwhelmingly strong.
Monsieur Matsuoka makes allusion to help which
this country receiving form United States of America.
Prime Minister would observe that that help is being given

for very reason that battle which this country is waging is

for overthrow of system of lawlessness and violence abroad
and cold, cruel tyranny at home which constitutes German
Natizm regime.

Hwﬁ is this system that people of British Empire, with
sympathy and support of whole English-speaking world,
are resolved to extirpate from continent of Europe. H. M.
government have no designs upon integrity of
independence of any other country, and they seek no
advantage for themselves except satisfaction of having rid
the earth of a hateful terror and of restoring freedom to the
many insulted and enslaved nations of European continent.
This they would regard as greatest honour that could
reward them, and the crowning episode in what, for
western world, is a long continuity of history.

Monsieur Matsuoka, with loftiest motives, has
hinted at his readiness to act as the mediator between the
belligerents. Prime Minister is sure that, in light of what he
has said and upon further reflection, Monsieur Matsuoka

will understand that in a cause of this kind, not in any way
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concerned with territory, trade or material gains, but
affecting whole future of humanity, there can be no
question of compromise or parley.

It would be a matter of profoundest regret to H. M.'s
Government if by any circumstances Japan and this
country were to become embroiled, and this not only
because of their recollection of the years during which two
countries were happily united in alliance, but also because
such a melancholy event would both spread and prolong
the War without however in opinion of H. M.'s Government
altering its conclusion.

Foreign office, W. 1.
24th February. 1941
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His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s Minister for
Foreign Affairs acknowledges the receipt of the Note of His
Britannic Majesty’'s prime Minister, dated February 24,
1941, and takes pleasure to apprise the latter that the
statements and remarks contained therein have been duly
noted.

The Foreign Minister trusts that Mr. Churchill is
not necessarily expecting observations to be made upon
them. He wishes, however, to take advantage of the

opportunity to state that no hint whatever of his readiness

to act as a mediator between the actual belligerents was
intended to be conveyed in his Memorandum addressed to
His Britannic Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, nor did he ever imagine of any possibility
of such a hint to be read into any part of the text. The
Foreign Minister took occasion in his Memorandum to
refer to the mediation now taking place in Tokyo as Mr.
Eden had made allusions to it and incidentally took the
liberty of stating in a general and abstract manner the
views he has always cherished, in order to make clear the
aspiration and attitude of his country concerning the
problem of peace or the recovery of normal conditions
throughout the world.

The Foreign Minister believes that it will not be
entirely out of place to reiterate what he has said on more
than one occasion in reference to the Tripartite Pact,
inasmuch as this matter was touched upon by Mr. Eden in
his conversation with Ambassador Shigemitsu. The

Tripartite Pact was concluded as, and remains, a peace
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pact in the sense that it was entered into largely with a
view to preventing a third Power from participating in the
European war or Sino-Japanese conflict, thus limiting the
participants and dimensions of the war and also to bringing
about peace at the earliest possible date. Japan's ideals
were epitomized in the preamble of the Pact and it is
needless to say that Japan, remaining absolutely loyal to
the aims and ideals enunciated, will always find herself
standing by her allies under the Tripartite Pact.

The Foreign Minister would equally deplore and
regret, if by any untoward circumstances Great Britain and
this country were to become embroiled, not only because of
the recollection of the years during which the two
countries were united in alliance, but also because such a
tragic eventuality would be fraught with the danger of
destroying modern civilization to the undoing of the best
part of Humanity.

February 27, 1941.
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“If the United States goes to war against German
would Japan declare war on the United States?” was the
next stickler. “T don’t think the United States will declare
war against Germany so the situation you refer to will not
arise,” Nomura answered. “Does the treaty obligate Japan
to go to war against the United States if the United States
goes to war against Germany?” the envoy was asked. “That
is a question; I will refrain from going into it,” he said
cautiously. Then he volunteered the following: “When
Japan entered upon the axis treaty it was her intention to

preserve the peace. Her motives were entirely peaceful.
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1 Will Germany, without command of sea or
command of British daylight air, be able to invade and
(in )

conquer Great Britain spring, summer or autumn of 19417

Will Germany try to do so? Would it not be in interests of
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Japan to wait until these questions have answered
themselves?

2 Will German attack on British shipping be strong
enough to prevent American aid from reaching British
wwOamm,,ﬂ_;mnmmw;ﬁmwg States transforming their whole
industry to war purposes?

3 Did Japan's accession to Triple Pact make it more
likely or less likely that United States would come into
present war?

4 If United States entered war at side of Great
Britain, and Japan ranged herself with Axis Powers, would
not naval superiority of two English-speaking nations
enable them to mﬁm;&#r Japan while disposing of Axis
Powers in Europe?

5 Is Italy a strength or a burden to Germany? Is
Italian fleet as good at sea as on paper? Is it as good on
paper as it used to be?

6 Will British Air force be stronger than German

(before % 7)

Air force end of 1941 and far stronger before end of 19427

7 Will many countries which are being held down
by German Army and Gestapo learn to like German more
or will they like them less as years pass by?

8 Is it true that production of steel in United State
during 1941 will be 75 millions tons, and in Great Britain
about 125 making total of nearly 90 millions tons? If
Germany should happen to be defeated, as she was last
time, would not 7 millions tons steel production of Japan be

inadequate for a single-handed war?

E 4 XU R R IR0 R0 R IR Q wha fEIE D 42°
£

Q7 KM D EEC N LRERWENS W 5 0°

HERHEKHY <

I EER K EUR ()

875
f

HZEOW<vmym

LEXESS N F — D MR RHIEE S WX
N
=

R+ KEEm (41 | mREER
HHEERKERR | 1[Re

BREHY =

1182



i

[ En

1

{OHIE

® 1<

RBR | 11RE [hd—h 2] IE | EHRERE N

(k= £®)

8| NIRE
April 22, 1941 Tokyo
Your Excellency

I have just come back from my trip and hasten to
acknowledge the receipt of a paper, handed to me at
Moscow on the evening of the 12th instant by Sir Stafford
mmmu“ with remark that it was a copy in substance of a
letter addressed to me dated London, April 2nd, 1941, and
forwarded to Tokyo.

I wish to express my appreciation for the facilities

with which your Government made efforts to provide our

Ambassador when he wanted to meet me on the continent,

I was keenly disappointed when I learned that he could not
come.

Your Excellency may rest assured that the foreign
policy of Japan is determined upon and after an unbiased
examination of all the facts and a very careful weighing of
all the elements of the situation she confronts, always
holding steadfastly in view the great racial aim and
ambition of finally bringing about on the earth the
conditions envisaged in what she calls Hakkoichiu.

The Japanese conception of a universal peace under
which there would be no conquest, no oppression, no
exploitation of any and all peoples. And, once determined,
need hardly tell your Excellency, it will be carried out with
resolution but with utmost circumspection, taking in every
detail of changing circumstance.

I am, believe me,

your Excellency’s obedient servant
Yosuke Matsuoka

His Excellency the Right Honorable Winston Churchill
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PS.

I am going to wire the contents of this letter from
Manchouli to Tokyo with direction to transmit them to
your Excellency through our Ambassador at London.
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