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The Japanese Minister at the Hague, Mr. Itaro Ishii
has been instructed to make the following representation

to the Government of the Netherlands:
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“The situation which the Japanese Government
apprehended has unfortunately come into existence and
the conjuncture has spread to your country, for that the
Japanese Oo<m3505@% wishes to express the feeling of
deep sympathy to the Government of the Netherlands.

The Japanese Government believes that the
assurance given by the Netherlands Minister for Foreign
Affairs that the Netherlands Government had not sought
nor would seek, in future, any country’s protection of the
Netherlands East Indies and further that the Netherlands
Government was determined to refuse any offer of
protection or intervention of any kind which might be
made by any country would be fulfiled.

If the general commercial relations between two
countries including trade, enterprises, investment and
entry of nationals etc. are left to themselves without being
adjusted it is apprehended that the dissatisfaction of both
countries will be deepened and consequently there is

possibility the public opinion of both countries, influenced

by false rumours and propaganda, might affect adversely
the traditional and friendly relation existing between both
countries.

Under these circumstances, the Japanese Govern-
ment deems it advisable for both parties to settle, as soon
as possible, the pending questions pivoting up on the
Netherlands-Indies and thereby remove any trace of
grievances in order to cope with the future international
situation brought with difficulties.

1. Therefore, the Japanese Government request
that the Government of the Netherlands would impart her
intention with regard to the basic items to be discussed for
understanding between Japan and the Netherlands
submitted by the Japanese Minister at the Hague and
further that in taking the present situation in the
Netherlands into consideration and with a view to
precipitating an amicable settlement, she would agree to

transferring the negotiations to the Netherlands-Indies.

2. The Netherlands Minister for Foreign Affairs
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was good enough to give the Japanese Minister at the
Hague the assurance that the Government of the
Netherlands would not take measures of any kind against
the exportation to Japan of Netherlands-Indies products
which are essential to Japan. The Japanese Government
has accepted this assurance with gratitude.

The Japanese Government has the intention to
promote the friendly and close relation with the
Netherlands-Indies and the desire that this will not be
disturbed under whatever circumstances. These
sentiments, the Japanese Government believes, will be
shared also by the Government of the Netherlands.

In the light of this facts, the Japanese Government
proposes that the two governments should not take, under
all circumstances, any steps which might be construed as
impeding the trade between Japan and Netherlands-Indies.
Above all, the Japanese Government desires that the
governments of the Netherlands and the Netherlands-

Indies would give, as soon as possible, assurance in writing

that they will not take any measures which will hamper the
exportation to Japan of minimum quantity of the goods

mentioned as below.
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Note Verbal

1. On the 16th of April 1940 H. E. the Foreign
Minister of the Netherlands formally stated to the Japanese
Minister in the Hague that the Netherlands Government
would not seek in the future any country’s protection of the
Netherlands East Indies and that the Netherlands
Government were determined to refuse any offer of
protection or intervention of any kind which might be
made by any country.

The Japanese Government believes that the
Netherlands Government is determined to remain true to

the above quoted statement in spite of the dreadful

adversity the Netherlands is now confronting with for
which the Japanese Government can not help feeling
deepest sympathy.

It will, however, be appreciated by the Japanese
Government if its above-mentioned belief can be confirmed
by the Netherlands Government at this moment.

2. On the 2nd of February 1940 the Japanese
Minister in the Hague under instructions from his
Government proposed to the Foreign Minister of the
Netherlands “basic items to be discussed for an
understanding between Japan and the Netherlands.”

Japanese Government is anxious to be favoured as
soon as possible with the Netherlands Government’s
affirmative response to the proposal and wishes in view of
the present situation in Holland to propose that the
concrete negotiations along the proposed line be conducted
in Batavia and that the East Indies Government be

instructed to that effect by the Netherlands Government.

(2)
In the view of the Japanese Government the mutual
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grievances between Japan and the East Indies in the
matters of trade enterprises business and industrial and
entry of nationals might tend any time to reflect deplorably
upon the traditional friendship between the two should
such grievances be left long without being straightened out
because dissatisfied public opinion of both countries easily
constitutes a congenial field to play harm in for inimical
publicity and propaganda which always thrive upon
unfilled gaps in international relations.

Under these considerations the Japanese
Government is only too anxious to see the two countries by
settling in an early future the questions between them
pending on the East Indies launch upon the future with
lasting and stable friendship clear of grudges.

The Japanese Government wishes that the
Netherlands Government will meet with the proposal of
the Japanese Government with the same foresight.

The concrete proposals on the questions of trade

enterprises and entry of nationals will be introduced by the

Japanese Government before long.

3. The Japanese Government being aware, however
that a conclusion of the above desired negotiations in
Batavia would require some length of time takes the liberty
to instruct its Minister in the Hague to state to the
Netherlands Government as follows:—

Japanese Government begs to recall the intention of
the Netherlands Government signified on more than one
occasion to the effect that the Netherlands Government
would not adopt any suppressive measures on the export to
Japan of staple East Indies products needed in Japan.

m,,:m above intention was much to the appreciation of
the Japanese Government and has contributed a great deal
to the promotion of friendly sentiment between the two
countries. In the belief that the Netherlands Government
shares with the Japanese Government the desire not only
to keep thus fostered friendship undisturbed under any
circumstances but also to further tighten such friendly

relations between them the Japanese Government
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proposes to the Netherlands Government that the two
Governments firmly engage not to take any measures
purporting to obstruct the trade between Japan and the
East Indies and in the meantime earnestly wishes that the
Netherlands Government be good enough to give the
Japanese Government a written assurance that such
measures as above will not be taken products and goods of
the East Indies and to instruct concerning the export to
Japan of the under mentioned the Government there to act
accordingly.

1. Tin (ores inclusive)
. Rubber
. Mineral oils
. Bauxite
Nickel ores
. Manganese ores
. Wolfram ores

. Scrap irons

© 0 N S U~ W N

. Chrome ores

10. Industrial salt
11. Castor seed
12. Cinchona bark
13. Molybdenum
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