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Strictly Confidential

Oral Statement

Please convey the following to His Excellency Herrn von
Ribbentrop:

I have duly noted Your Excellency’s request made

Ott

Ambassador General Oshima in Berlin. I have taken

through Ambassador General in Tokyo and

particular care in studying the views set forth by Your

Excellency in approaching the Japanese Government with
the request.

In reply, I take pleasure in stating that Japan is
preparing for all possible eventualities as regards the
USSR. in order to join forces with Germany in actively
combating the communist menace. Japan is keenly
watching developments of conditions in Eastern Siberia in
particular, determined as she is to destroy the communist
system established there. It is, I believe, hardly necessary
to add that the augmentation of military preparations,
among other things, with an eye to realizing this object,
together with the aim of restraining the Soviet Russia at
the Far Eastern end in her struggle with Germany is
steadfastly kept in the mind of the Japanese Government.
At the same time, I beg to state that the Japanese
Government have decided to obtain points d'appui in
French Indo-China which will enable Japan further to
strengthen her pressure upon Great Britain and the US.A.,

through diplomatic means if possible but failing it by resort
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to force even. In this connection, I would like to draw Your
Excellency's attention to the fact that Japan has been
keeping constant vigil in the Pacific including the South-
Western Ocean with a view to restraining Great Britain
and the US.A. She will continue to do so and intensify,
when deemed necessary, measures calculated to check the
moves on the part of the Anglo-Saxon Powers. I trust that
Your Excellency is in full agreement with me that this
really constitutes a vital contribution towards our common
cause, indeed no less vital than Japan's intervention at this
juncture in the German-Soviet war. Japan cannot and will
not relax her efforts in the South which after all possesses a
very important bearing upon the whole course of the war
out of which I am most confident that Germany and Italy
will soon emerge victoriously. I assure Your Excellency
once again that the Japanese Government will not fail to act
in accordance with the aims and spirit of the Tripartite
Pact.

Tokyo, July 1st, 1941.

B oM Ki—NR s XKh—ex N QRS D) jm’
R D L EEKE  EO R4
€ TESE-m—m
MHBUROEDNELR0MK S HIWR
ROWR—IND - KIh—Lx N\ £

Strictly Confidential

Oral Statement

I take pleasure in informing Your Excellency that
Japan necessarily feels deep concern with the German-
Soviet war that has unfortunately broken out. To be frank,
Japan finds herself in the most awkward position faced
with the war between Germany and Italy, her allies, on one
hand, and the US.SR. on the other, with whom she has but
recently begun to improve relations in sincere desire to
promote and maintain good neighbourliness. Japan 1is,

therefore, most anxious to see the termination of the
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hostilities at the earliest possible date, earnestly wishing
that it may at least be confined to regions not immediately
adjacent to the Far East where she possesses vital
interests.

The Japanese Government take this opportunity to
state that they do not at present feel compelled to modify
their policy towards the USSR except to the extent of
their natural desire not to give rise to misunderstandings to
their allies. It is their sincere hope that they will be able to
persue a course of policy carefully calculated at once to
serve their own interests and to preserve the spirit of
mutual trust among the allies, while maintaining good
relations with the USSR. I need hardly add that their
Excellencies, Messieurs Stalin and Molotoff, may rest
assured that I will do my best but that future developments
will largely decide if the Japanese Government can
consistently abide by this policy.

Tokyo, July 1st, 1941.
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