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Asked to comment upon continued newspaper and radio
reports that this Government has received peace offers from the

Japanese Government, acting Secretary Grew, today July 10,

1945 made the following statement:
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“The situation today is exactly the same as it was on June
29 when I made my last statement on this subject. We have
received no peace offer from the Japanese Government, either
through official or unofficial channels. Conversations relating to
peace have been reported to the Department from various parts
of the world, but in no case has an approach been made to this
Government, directly or indirectly by a person who could
establish his authority to speak for the Japanese Government,
and in no case has an offer of surrender been made. In no case
has this Government been presented with a statement purporting
to define the basis upon which the Japanese Government would
be prepared to conclude peace. The alleged peace feelers have
invariably been inquired as to our position. On one occasion
leading Japanese industrialists were reported as wanting to know
the best possible condition, the Allies would advance or
compromise peace. On another occasion, the representative in
Tokyo to a neutral government reported that he had been told by
a private Japanese individual that the Japanese could not accept

unconditional surrender because it would mean loss of face. On

still another occasion a member of the staff of the Japanese
Mission to a neutral country intimated to an American citizen
through a German newspaper man that real American interest in
the Far East should lead the United State to abandon
unconditional surrender and propose terms for a negotiated
peace.

Finally an unidentified person approached an American
Mission in a neutral country, claiming that he had been
authorized (by whom was not indicated) to approach the
government of the neutral country with a view to persuading the
Allies to drop unconditional surrender and to propose terms. It
should be borne in mind in this connection that the Japanese,
like the German before them, rely upon the hope that they may
be able to divide the allies and to produce division of opinion
within the allied countries. To that end, it would be to their
interest, as they see their interest, to initiate a public discussion
of the terms to be applied to Japan. This they have already
attempted to do on several occasions through radio Tokyo.

Furthermore, it should be remembered that peace feelers
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are familiar weapons of psychological warfare and will be used
as such by the Japanese, particularly now that their military
position is deteriorating and the condition of their civilian
population becomes more critical. I pointed out in a speech on
Navy Day a year ago — on October 27, 1944 — that efforts
would undoubtedly be made by the Japanese to work
dissatisfaction between the allies. In that speech I said: Wish to
take this important occasion to repeat, with all possible force,
the warning which I have continually tried, all over the country,
to drill home into the consciousness of our people, namely, that
we must not, under any circumstances, accept a compromise
peace with Japan, no matter how alluring such a peace may be
or how desirous we may become of. Some of them, perhaps only
a few at the present time, but the number will grow steadily
know beyond peradventure that they are going to be defeated.
Before the complete ruin of Japan, these men are almost certain
to make an attempt to save something from the wreckage. They
would probably offer to withdraw their troops from the occupied

(former )

areas and return those areas to their fromer status. They might

even offer to give up their control of their puppet state in
Manchuria. All this they might offer to do if only we would
agree to leave their homeland free of further attack.

Should that moment come, America, the united nations,
would be put to a most severe test. The temptation to call it a
day might be stronger than we can now visualize. That, my
friends, would be the moment to fear, not for ourselves but for
our sons and grandsons, lest they should have to fight this
dreadful war over again in the next generation. For assuredly if
we should allow ourselves to relax before carrying to
completion our present determination to render the Japanese
impotent ever again to threaten world peace, that would be the
fate of our descendants. That cancerous growth of Japanese
militarism would follow the example of the German war
machine after 1918, perpetuate itself and prepare Japan again for
some future Armageddon. I have no fears as to the nature of our
decision, so long as our people fully understand the dangers of
a compromise peace, but let us be warned in time. The nature of

the purported peace feelers must be clear to everyone. They are
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the usual move in the conduct of psychological warfare by a
defeated enemy. No thinking American, recalling Pearl Harbor,
Wake, Manila, Japanese ruthless aggression elsewhere, will give
them credence.

Japanese militarism must and will be crushed. The policy
of this government has been, is, and will continue to be
unconditional surrender. Unconditional surrender does not
mean, as the President pointed out in his message of June 1
1945, the destruction or enslavement of the Japanese people.
The President stated this very specifically on May 8 when he
said answer to the question “just what does the unconditional
surrender of the armed forces mean for the Japanese people”.

“It means the end of the war. It means the termination of
the influence of the military leaders who have brought Japan to
the present brink of disaster. It means provision for the return of
soldiers and sailors to their families. It means not prolonging the
present agony and suffering of the Japanese in the vain hope of
victory”.

The policy of this Government has been, is, and will

continue to be, unconditional surrender as defined by the
President in these statement. That is the best comment I can
make upon peace feelers and rumors of peace feelers of

whatever origin”.
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