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ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MR. REIJIRO'WAKATSUKI IN SEATTLE, DECEMBER 12, 1929.

On behalf of the Delegation, it is my agreeable priviledge to tender our sincere thanks for this kind reception
extended to us by the Seattle Chamber of Commerce and the Japan Society of Seattle. I wish to thank also for the
welcome so cordially expressed by the representative gentlemen of the City of Seattle and the State of Washington.
And again I feel grateful to the speaker immedistely preceding me who have come all the way from Washington to
greet us in the name of the United States Government. I find it difficult to express the many emotions by which I
am affected on this occasion. There are among these emotions, it goes without saying, feelings of gratitude and pride at
this demonstration of your friendliness and goodwill, for I may take it that you are in this regard representative of the
sentiments of the whole United States, and it is a special satisfaction to us to observe that you have really warm
feelings towards us.

I wish it were in my power to picture to you, who bhave greeted us here on our arrival in America, the
scene of our departure from Japan, thousands of men and women from every walk in life crowded the railway station
in Tokyo and the wharf at Yokohama, undeterred by a drenching storm, and in their faces one could read only one
thought the sincere, and almost anxious, hopes for the success of the Conference. It was a demonstration all the more

impressive because it was the purely spontaneous expression of our private citizens. But this incident is only one of

—188—

—189—



many which T could cite to you to show you how strongly the Japanese people desire to have their government coope-
rate with the Governments of other nations for the reduction of armaments and the establishment of world peace. Ever
since the call to this Conference was received in Japan, the press of the country has shown how widespread is the
popular interest in it and how much is expected of it.

An impartial student of Oriental history will readily understand the pacific attitude upon the part of the Japanese
nation. Few nations in the world’s history have had so long a period of undisturbed peace both at home and abroad
as that of the Japanese prior to the middle of the nineteenth century; it was a peace which had remained unbroken
for three hundred years. And although the nation still treasures the military virtues in its high code of honor, never-
theless the long schooling in the value of ordered peace has left a strong impress upon the habits of thought of the
Japanese people. If we have built up a strong army and navy it has been solely because, in the period in which Japan
emerged from its isolation, international relations the world over were so largely determined by politics of power. Had
it not been for this fact, Japan would never have thought of organizing her modern fighting institutions at an enormous
expenditure.

The builders of modern Japan have consistently kept before them as their dominant ideal the advancement of
the nation’s welfare in sccurity and peace. This means that our military and naval policy is based upon the funda-
mental principle of sclf defense. It follows, thercfore, that the measure taken in fulfilment of that policy should be
commensurate with possible danger to the state. Had the world remained as it was in the days preceding the World
War, had there been no Covenant of the League of Nations, no Kellogg Pact of universal peace, if the lesson of the
futility of war had not been learned by this generation,—then there would be little hope of lescening armaments and
Japan would be obliged to seek its security in the age-old method of organized force.

Fortunately, we are entering upon a new era, equally new to Kast-and West, an era of international cooperation
and understanding. Tt is an era which Japan is cager to accept and ardent to further, as was clearly shown both at
the Washington Conference of 1922 and at the Geneva Conference of 1927. It is true that the policics of peace and
the pacific attitude of mind of the Japanese nation have been at one time or another beclouded by the mist of suspicion

and misunderstanding, The Washington Conference did much to have such atmosphere cleared away, and furnished us

a basis upon which we hope to build still further at the coming Conference. At Washington a guarantee of peace and
disarmament was given, in the agreement of the signatories, upon policies of cooperation and conciliation with China
which are today the basis of Japan’s policy in the Far East. At the Geneva Conference of Naval Disarmament, Japan
insisted upon reduction of naval armament in preference to mere limitation, a further guarantee that it was not bent
upon aggression but was thinking solely in terms of national defence. When the Kellog Pact was presented to people of
Japan its obligation to renounce war as the iustrument of national policy, was accepted in Japan without any dissent
either on the part of any political party or any section of public opinion. It is therefore only natural that the proposed
London Conference is winning such great sympathy and support in Japan because it makes the anti-war pact its starting
point, and reduction in the warlike equipment of nations is expected to be realized.

It should be casy then to understand the attitude of Japan toward the London Couference. Our postulates will be;
first, Japan will advocate reduction, not merely limitation, of armament; and secondly, all that she demands will never
exceed the minimum needs of her national security.

The reduction, rather than limitation, of armament, is what should be the natural outcome of the Kellogg Pact.
Why can we wnot, at this opportune moment, reduce the ponderous burden of expenditure which has lain like a night-
mare on the recent generations of mankind? There is no reason why by a reduction all round, armaments should not
be scaled down to a considerable extent. Tt the other participating powers come to such an agreement, Japan stands
ready to reduce her naval strength to the extent as will be proportionately neccessary.

The second postulate, namely, that Japan will not exceed the minimum needs of her national security, means that
we should hold sufficient warlike strength to defend the country from outside attack. We are not proposing to possess
any equipment beyond that necessary for our defence in the adjacent waters of Japan. The naval strength which Japan
wishes to retain will always be gauged by that measure. The very fact that Japan is not demanding, and will not
demand, numerical parity with the United States, or the British Navy, is in itself sufficient proof that not an iota of
the idea of attack has entered into the considerations of the Japanese Navy. ¢ The minimum defence strength is our
standard. We purpose no meance to anyone; we want no one to be a menace to our country.

Japan’s motto, therefore, at the forthcoming Conference will be, “ Reduction and no menace.” 1 am fully convinced
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that such an attitude of Japan will invite the sympathetic understanding of the whole world, and I am sure that, in
the atmosphere of goodwill and understanding that will prevail at the Conference and through mutual confidence in the

just and peaceful aspirations and policies of the participating powers, a great task in history will be achieved.
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Washington, D.C.,
December 16, 1929.

The Japanese Delegation wish to thank the Government and people of the United States for the cordial welcome,
both official and private, extended to them ever since they landed at Seattle a few days ago and are greatly impressed
by the evidences of keen interest on the part of the American nation in the forthcoming Naval Conference in London.

The whole Japanese nation are equally interested in the meeting and are eagerly and coufidently anticipating that
its noble objective will be attained in a just and effective manner.

We are now very glad to be in Washington, en route to London, and to have had the opportunity of paying
our respects to the President of the United States, whose vision and initiative have been an important incentive to the .
calling together of the London gathering.

The forthcoming meeting makes the Kellogg Pact its starting point. Under that Pact, the signatory Powers are



pledged to renounce war as an instrument of national policy and to settle all international disputes only by pacific means.
To meet under such auspices is in itself a guarantee of success, for policies of disarmament are the natural consequences
of the renunciation of war.

Furthermore, it is expected that the participating Powers are coming to the Conference altogether with an open
mind, reposing each in the other full faith and confidence in the justice and fairness of their respective international
policies.

There is therefore every reason for us to be sanguine as to the result of the London Confercnce. The termina-
tion of competitive armaments and a positive reduction in naval strength may, we believe, be locked for as the out-

come.
Japan advocates reduction. She advocates scaling down the naval armaments of the participating Powers, and she

herself stands ready to reduce her naval strength proportionately.

It goes without saying that, in so doing, she has to bear in mind the necessity of keeping undisturbed the sense
of naticnal security of the people. From this consideration she feels entitled to retain a minimum strength, insufficient
for attack and only adequate for defense in home waters. The proposals of Japan at the forthcoming Conference are
based upon this principle alone. She is prepared to accept a ratio that is less than parity with the other great Powers,
and so gives clear proof of the entire absence of any thought of offensive operations.

We are confident that an important progress will be effected at London in the grcat task of disarmament and of

guaranteeing an enduring peace.
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