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Gouvernement, a daigné me confier “ad tempus” le soin
de traiter avec les autorités du Manchukuo des intéréts
de I'Eglise Catholique, au nom et au place de tous les
Ordinaires des missions situées sur le - territoire de
I'Empire.

A cette occasion, je serais trés heureux de présen-
ter mes hommages 4 Votre Excellence et vous prie, si la
chose est possible, de bien vouloir me faire connaitre la
date, I'heure et endroit ot il vous plairade me recevoir.

Daignez agréer,
Monsieur le Ministre,
Avec I'expression de ma haute consideration,
'hommage de mes sentiments trés distingués.
F. A. Gaspais, Ev.
Vic Apost
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Vicariat apostolique,

(Avril #)

de Kirin Hsinking le 18 Abril 1934
Mandchourie.
Son Excellence, Monsieur le Ministre.
Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres.
Hsinking.
Monsieur le Ministre,
honneur %)

J’ai Thommeur de vous informer que le Saint Siége,

désirant voir I'Eglise entrer en relations avec Votre
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March 16,1935
Your Excellency:

In accordance with the gracious advice tendered in
your confidential communication of December 28th, 1934,
Protocol No.8, the situation in Oshima has been care-
fully followed by me, and no step whatsoever was taken

on my part or on the part of other ecclesiastics which
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might even indirectly aggravate the situation. In spite
of the many pleas made by the Catholics in Oshima,
and also in spite of the insistence of Japanese Catholics
in other parts of the Empire, the departure of a Japan-
ese priest to the island has been delayed.

In the meantime, inaccurate reports taken from the
Japanese Press have been circulated in foreign nocc.s,w-
es. As a result, inquiries have come repeatedly from
countries in North and South America to both the Holy
See and this Delegation. The Holy See, fully informed
by me of the entire state of affairs, has up to the pre-
sent maintained complete silence in accordance with the
policy of this Delegation. However, lest these demands
become such that this attitude cannot be maintained
any longer, it is to be desired that the Japanese Catho-
lics shall again be enjoying the spiritual ministrations
of a Catholic priest.

All of the above mentioned developments have been

discussed by my Secretary with Mr.Yoshida of the For-
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eign Office.

In view of your kind efforts, and also because of
the insistent demands of the clergy and Catholics, the
time for sending a Japanese priest to Oshima can
hardly be delayed any longer. The Reverend Father,
who is to be sent, was in Tokyo last month and while
here conferred with various authorities concerning his
future plans. It is our desire that his arrival in Oshima
be sometime prior to the Feast of Easter which occurs
on April 21st. At that time it will be my pleasure to
inform the Holy See that the Catholics on the island of
Oshima are once again being ministered to in a spiritu-
al way.

I take this occasion to tender to Your Excellency

the renewed assurance of my high consideration and es-

teem.
Paul Marella
Titular Archbishop of Doclea,
Delegate Apostolic to Nippon.
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His Excellency .

Mr. Koki Hirota,

Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Tokyo.
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