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British Embassy,
TOKYO.

December 26th,1933.
I have been charged by His Majesty's Principal
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to deliver to
Your Excellency, on the assumption of your high
office, this personal message of greeting. It is a matter
of especial gratification to Sir John Simon to recall
that Your Excellency is well acquainted with Great
Britain, and that you have had personal opportunity,
particularly during your period of service at the
Japanese Embassy in London, of making a first-hand
study of British character and British policy. It is also
gratifying to know that Your Excellency, on returning
to Tokyo, did not cease to be concerned with relations

between Japan and the British Empire, but was able to
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put to practical application the first-hand knowledge
acquired in London. Your Excellency's appreciation of
British policy was in evidence at a time when Anglo-
Japanese relations were particularly close and intimate.
Vast developments have taken place since those days. A
world war of unparalleled scope, in which the British
Empire fought side by side with Japan as an ally, was
followed by an economic and industrial crisis, the final
effect of which it is not possible clearly to foresee. It
would be showing a lack of frankness if, in reflecting
on the question of Anglo-Japanese relations, it were
not at once acknowledged that one result of this vast
economic crisis has been an increase of competition
between Japanese and British industry which, while it
has not, happily, disturbed the uniformly excellent
relations between the Imperial Japanese Government
and His Britannic Majesty's Government, has caused a
certain irritation among the industrial and trading

communities of our respective countries.

countries — there has always been the fundamental con-
viction in Great Britain that co-operation in essentials
was the pre-destined future for both countries.

British policy has been guided by this conviction
and by the confidence that Japan, for her part, is no
less aware of the vital necessities of British economic
life. In Great Britain and in ozﬁow parts of the Empire
the outlook has lately become brighter. The British
people have suffered privations and made great
sacrifices, and now the dark clouds appear to be lifting.
It is the earnest hope of His Majesty's Government that
this may be the experience of all other countries; but it
would be foolish to believe that a return of prosperity
to individual countries or to the world at large is to be
brought about without further sacrifices and a well-
directed and intelligent effort. The need for international
understanding and co-operation is still urgent, and as
an element in this process Anglo-Japanese co-operation

is indispensable. Intensely conscious of this, His Maj-

His Majesty's Government have not been neglectful
of the possible misunderstanding which this irritation
might produce between the British and Japanese peoples.
The fundamental desire of the British people — recipro-
cated, it is hoped and believed, by the Japanese people —
is to maintain the spirit of harmony and co-operation
which has already marked Anglo-Japanese relations
and this should not be prejudiced by local and tempo-
rary disagreement. It may be said, with all modesty,
that Great Britain is well qualified to understand and
appreciate the necessities and motives of Japan. Like
Japan, Great Britain is a monarchical state with a deep
attachment to her traditions and institutions; like
Japan too, she is an island power destined to enter
upon the path of economic and industrial expansion. It
is with admiration that Great Britain has watched
Japan’s progress along that path, and, despite occa-
sional feelings of emulation and rivalry — not neces-

sarily unwholesome elements in relations between two

esty’s Government have watched with interest the
progress of the recent negotiations in India, and they
profoundly trust that the valuable exchange of views
that has taken place between the representatives of the
Japanese Government and those of the Government of
India may be followed by an adjustment of interests
which should form the basis of a friendly and practical
understanding between the two countries, to the lasting
benefit of relations between Japan and the British
Empire as a whole. Hopes of a similar happy result are
also centred on the unofficial but authoritative discus-
sions being undertaken in Great Britain between Japa-
nese and British .industrialists. Difficulties may arise,
detailed sectional interests may prove hard to reconcile
with one another, but if the determination to work
together for a common good is present on both sides,
there need be no fear of the outcome. Sir John Simon is
happy to think that Your Excellency's tenure of the

high office to which you have been called may be
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marked by an important step towards a fuller
understanding and a closer collaboration between our
respective peoples and governments.
His Excellency
Mr. Koki Hirota,
H. I. J. M.Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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