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(A) In regard to rights and obligations, respect for
rights of other states and peoples — with expectation
of respect by them for our rights; and performance of
our obligations toward other states — with expectation
of performance by them of their obligation toward us.
(B) In regard to American nationals and interests
abroad, safeguarding of life and protection and promo-
tion of legitimate interests — by lawful appropriate prac-
ticable methods.

(C) In field of political method, abstention from action
and commitments involving or tending to involve Unit-
ed States in situations, controversies or conflicts in
which rights, obligations, interests of this country are
not at stake; but cooperation with other powers when
and where, for safeguarding of common interest or
toward attainment of common objective, cooperation
seems appropriate practicable lawful.

(D) In field of diplomatic endeavor, reliance upon

processes of discussion, negotiation, agreement, arbitra-
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tion, adjudication.

(E) In field of military action, use of force only for
purpose of preventing or oo%ﬂmmﬂwm unlawful use of
force by others imminently WBW_%WM@%:W lives and
legitimate interests of American nationals or integrity
of American soil and then only under authority of and
as prescribed by law — including national and interna-
tional law, treaties recognized common convention.

(F) In all connections, conscious and constant effort to

be a good neighbor.
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It 1is a significant fact that ever since Japan and
the United States opened their doors to each other
exactly eighty years ago, the two countries have
always maintained a relationship of friendliness and
cordiality.

It is a matter for gratification to both our

countries that they produce very few commodities

204

205



T HKABIR

which represent conflicting interests in their foreign
trade, that each supplies what the other wants, that
they are good customers of each other’s products, and
that they are strengthening their relation of interde-
pendence year after year.

I firmly believe that viewed in the light of the
broad aspect of the situation and studied from all
possible angles, no question exists between our two
countries that is fundamentally incapable of amicable
solution. I do not doubt that all issues pending between
the two nations will be settled in a satisfactory
manner, when examined with a good understanding on
the part of each of the other’s position, discussed with
an open mind and in all frankness, and approached
with a spirit of cooperation and conciliation.

I can state with all emphasis at my command that
the Japanese nation makes it its basic principle to
collaborate in peace and harmony with all nations and

has no intention whatever to provoke and make trouble
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with any other power.

It is the sincere desire of Japan that a most
peaceful and friendly relation will be firmly established
between her and her great neighbor across the Pacific,
the United States. And to this end I have been exerting
my best efforts since I took the post of foreign minister.

I am happy, therefore, to avail myself of the
occasion of the arrival in your country of Mr. Saito,
the new ambassador, to lay before you, through him,

Secretary, my thoughts as to the necessity of
promoting our traditional friendship as above.

I hope and believe that the desire of the Japanese
Government in this respect will be reciprocated by a
full support and countenance on the part of your

Government.
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To His Excellency

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan.

Mr. Saito, the new Ambassador of Japan to the
United States, has delivered to me the personal and
informal message which you have been so good as to
send me.

The cordial sentiments which you express in this
message I highly appreciate and reciprocate.

I have not failed to note, with gratification, Your

Excellency’s effort to foster friendly relations with
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other powers. In all such effort I am sure that you
realize that you may rely upon me for the fullest
possible measure of cooperation.

You express the opinion that, viewed in the light of
the broad aspects of the situation and studied from all
possible angles, no question exists between our two
countries that is fundamentally incapable of amicable
solution. I fully concur with you in that opinion.
Further, I believe that there are in fact no questions
between our two countries which, if they be viewed in
proper perspective in both countries, can with any
warrant be regarded as not readily susceptible to
adjustment by pacific processes. It is the fixed intention
of the American Government to rely, in prosecution of
its national policies, upon such processes. If unhappily
there should arise in the future any controvercy
between our two countries, the American Government

will be prepared, as I believe it always has been in the

past, to examine the position of Japan in a spirit of

In the light of these facts, I feel that I should also
avail myself of this opportunity to express my earnest
hope that it may be possible for all of the countries
which have interests in the Far East to approach every
question existing or which may arise between or among
them in such spirit and manner that these questions
may be regulated or resolved with injury to none and
with definite Mmm lasting advantage to all.

I shall of course be glad to receive through the
Ambassador of Japan to the United States or the
Ambassador of the United States to Japan any
suggestions calculated to maintain and to increase that
friendliness and cordiality which have constantly
marked since the conclusion of our first treaty the
relations between our two countries. You may count
upon my earnest desire to favor any measure or steps
which may be practicable toward this end and toward
fostering at the same time relations of peace, good will

and general benefit among all members of the family of

amity and of desire for peacefull and just settlement,
with the confident expectation that the Japanese
Government will be prepared to examine the position of
the United States in the same spirit.

You refer to the gratifying fact that in the field of
trade the interests of our two countries are not in
conflict and commercial mwmmwwm being constantly
strengthened. I percieve every reason to anticipate that
the United States and Japan will continue to develop
their reciprocal trade with benefit to both countries
and, where there may be competition, with constant
reciprocal good will.

You state emphatically that Japan has no intention
whatever to provoke and make trouble with any other
power. Ireceive this statement with special gratification
and I am glad to take this opportunity to state
categorically that the United states on its part has no

desire to create any issues and no intention to initiate

any conflict in its relations with other countries.

nations.

Cordell Hull (signature)
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