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henceforth pursue. It reads: “Now that Manchoukuo
has been founded, Our Empire deems it essential to
respect the independence of the new state and to
encourage its healthy development, in order that the
sources of evil in the Far szMm may be eradicated and
an enduring peace thereby established.” Further it
reads: “However, the advancement of international
peace 1s what, as evermore, We desire, and Our attitude
toward enterprises of peace shall sustain no change. By
quitting the League and embarking no a course of its
own, Our Empire does not mean that it will stand aloof
in the Extreme Orient, nor that it will isolate itself
thereby from the fraternity of nations. It is Our
desire to promote mutual confidence between Our
Empire and all the other Powers and to make known
the justice of its cause throughout the world.” I am
convinced that if we all unite in our endeavours to act
in accordance with the wishes of our August Sovereign

the world will surely come to realize the fairness and

NNV

The Address of Koki Hirota,
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
at the 65th Session of the Imperial Diet,
January 23rd, 1934.

I was in September last unexpectedly appointed
zwwﬂm%ma for Foreign Affairs. I have the honor today
to speak on the foreign relations of Japan.

The Japanese Government were obliged to serve
notice of withdrawal from the League of Nations on
the 27th of March last year, because the Manchurian
Incident and the questions regarding the State of
Manchoukuo showed that there was no agreement
between Japan and the League, on the fundamental
principles of preserving peace in East Asia. At the time
when the decisive step was taken His Majesty the
Emperor graciously issued a Rescript, pointing out

clearly and precisely the path this nation should

justice of Japan’s position, and bright will be the future
of our Empire. Personally speaking, in obedience to the
imperial message I am determined to use every ounce of
my energy to “carry out our national policy by
diplomatic means in the interest of world peace.”
Fortunately, today after our withdrawal from the
League the commercial, as well as diplomatic, relations
between Japan and the friendly Powers in general have
become even closer and more cordial than before. I wish
to avail myself of this occasion to dwell somewhat on
the recent phases of our relations with those countries
which are situated in our immediate neighbourhood.
Manchoukuo, thanks to the tireless labours of His
Excellency the Regent, and of the government author-
ities, and also to the wholehearted assistance and
collaboration extended to her by this country, true to
the spirit of the Japan-Manchoukuo Protocol, has been
making steady progress along all lines of her con-

structive work. In ordering the various governmental
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institutions, especially in the maintenance of law and
order, in the development of industry and communi-
cation, in the consolidation of national finance, and in
the advancement of education and culture signal success
has been achieved. Moreover, a decision is about to be
made on the establishment of a monarchical regime,
which has been so eagerly awaited by all her people,
and which will go far to solidify the foundations of
Manchoukuo as a young independent nation. This is a
matter of congratulation not for Manchoukuo alone but
for the peace of the Orient and the peace of the world. I
think it behooves our government and people, always
mindful of the Imperial Rescript, to exert their efforts
unremittingly in assisting the healthy growth of the
new state.

The Japanese Government have serious respon-
sibilities for the maintenance of peace in East Asia, and
have a firm resolve in that regard. But what is most

{stabilization #)

essential in the matter is the stablization of China

important rights and interests of Japan in that region
and of its territorial contiguity with Manchoukuo and
also from the standpoint of the Tangku Truce Agree-
ment the question of the maintenance of peace and
order in North China is of special concern to Japan.
She expects China to see to it that nothing will happen
that may bring chaos to that area. Meanwhile we are
watching not without grave misgivings the activities of
the Communist Party and the increasing rampancy of
“Red Armies” in China.

Regarding Japan’s relations with the Soviet Union
it may be recalled that subsequently to the conclusion
of the Peking Basic Treaty in 1925 normal contact was
maintained between the two countries, and that even
after the Manchurian Incident there was a thorough
mutual understanding between the two Powers of their
respective positions so that no difficult question was
encountered. However, more recently the attitude of the

Soviet Union toward Japan seems to have undergone a

herself. Our government sincerely hope for the political
and economic rehabilitation of China. They hope that
she will be enabled to unite with Japan in performing
the obvious mission of both Japan and China to
contribute through mutual aid and co-operation to the
peaceful development of their part of the globe.
Unfortunately the actual situation of the present day
China belies all such hopes. It has been reported that of
late the Chinese government, realizing the mistake of
persisting in their anti-Japanese attitude, have decided
to take steps looking toward the rectification of Sino-
Japanese relations, but so far no concrete evidence has
come to our notice to confirm the truth of the report.
Should China appreciate our true motives and give
tangible signs of sincerity on her part, Japan would be
glad to reciprocate and meet her more than half way in
a spirit of good will. It is gratifying to note that North
China under the control of the Peiping Political

Committee remains comparatively quiet. In view of the

change of some sort. It is most surprising and regret-
table that the Soviet Union should take to now

broadcasting at home and abroad through the press

"and other channels unwarranted criticisms directed

against Japan, and circulate exaggerated stories mwo&
aggravations of this or that situation evidently for the
political and diplomatic purposes which such rumours
are calculated to serve. Japan has consistently pre-
served her fair and equitable attitude toward the Soviet
Union throughout these years past before and after the
Manchurian Incident. Despite the fundamental differ-
ences in both theory and constitution of the state that
divide the two countries, we have always endeavoured
to keep on good neighborly terms with Soviet Russia
and sought the solution of all questions by pacific means.
Especially since the establishment of Manchoukuo, the
Japanese Government have been acting solely upon
their conviction that the proper adjustment of the

tripartite relationship between Japan, Manchoukuo and
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the Soviet Union was of paramount importance for the
tranquillity of East Asia. Japan is setting up certainly
no new military establishments along the Manchoukuo-
Soviet frontiers, Moscow propaganda notwithstanding.
Indeed, it is only as part of the above-mentioned
friendly policy that Japan has undertaken since last
June to act as intermediary between Manchoukuo and
the Soviet Union in their negotiations on the proposed
transfer of the North Manchuria Railway. Such being
the case, I am sure that before long the Soviet Union
must come to appreciate fully the true intentions of
Japan. It is earnestly hoped that the North Manchuria
Railway negotiations, which have unfortunately been
at a standstill for some time past will soon be resumed.
It may be definitely stated that between Japan and
the United States of America there exists no question
that is intrinsically difficult of solution. Far from
having any thought of picking a quarrel with America,

Japan fervently desires American friendship. At the

Japan’s traditional amity with the British Empire
remains unshaken even to these times. I believe the two
sea. Powers, occupying geographically similar key
positions, one in the East and the other in the West,
can effectually serve the cause of universal peace,
through sympathetic appreciation of their respective
stands and whole-hearted collaboration in all quarters
of the world. It is in this sense that our government
are seeking to readjust whatever conflict of interests
relating to questions of trade there may be, and to
strengthen further the ties of friendship that bind our
empires. That our negotiations with India, an important
member of the British Empire, over knotty problems of
commerce have now been substantially concluded is a
source of gratification on both sides.

Now a survey of the world as a whole reveals a
sorry situation in which economic disorder, political
unrest and confusion and conflict of ideas threaten to

destroy international equilibrium at any moment, while

same time, I am confident that the United States will
not fail to appraise correctly Japan’s position in East
Asia. Only for a time following the outbreak of the
Manchurian Incident public opinion in America was
aroused against Japan, bringing about something like
temporary estrangement of the two people. It is hardly
necessary to reiterate that Japan is actuated by no
ulterior motive other than her desire to establish an
enduring peace in East Asia. Therefore, if only America
will clearly perceive the actual condition of the Orient
and realize Japan’s réle as a stabilizing force in East
Asia, whatever emotional tention may yet linger
between the two peoples is bound to disappear. I
sincerely hope that the two great nations across the
Pacific will, in view of their important relations,
commercial and otherwise, continue to join forces in
cultivating their historical friendship and good under-
standing so as to keep the ocean forever true to its

name.

mutual confidence of the nations in one another
appears to have wilted not a little. I consider that no
insuperable difficulties need be anticipated in settling
any question if the nations manifest their sincerity
and, with a true comprehension of one another’s position,
meet in a genuine and generous spirit of universal
brotherhood. What is wanted is the abandonment of
rootless jealousy and antagonism and the reinforcement
of the sense of unity and mutual interdependence.
However, international trade barriers, instead of
decreasing, are fast multiplying. The World Economic
Conference was forced to adjourn without having
achieved the desired results. Of late our industries have
taken marked strides with a corresponding expansion
in our oversea trade, while, owing to the prevailing
economic nationalism, one country after another has
begun to set up fresh obstacles against the advance of

our export industries. Our government are making

earnest efforts to deal effectively with the situation.
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Since mutual understanding of one another’s unique
national culture is of no small value in fostering good
will between nations, our government are planning to
take suitable measures in concert with private
institutions for facilitating the cultural intercourse of
our nation with the outside world.

In the light of what I have already stated it is
impossible for me to deny that our foreign relations
are now, and will be in the future, beset with many
serious problems. However, the path of a rising nation
is always strewn with problems. As long as our people
are united and well prepared to face courageously
whatever difficulties may arise, and as long as we
retain our composure and sobriety, and “ stray not from
the path of rectitude, and in action always embrace the
golden mean,” I am confident that Japan has nothing
to fear, and her future will be full of hope. We should
not forget for a moment that Japan, serving as the

only corner-stone for the edifice of the peace of East
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Asia, bears the entire burden of responsibilities. It is
this important position and these vast wmmvobw#vz&mm
in which Japan’s diplomacy and national defense are
rooted. Our national defense is organized in its very
nature for defensive and self-protective purposes. At the
same time our diplomacy has no claims to put forth
save what is legitimate and rational and consonant with
our national mission. That eventually this position, in
which Japan naturally and actually finds herself, will
be rightly understood by other Powers is, I believe, a
foregone conclusion.
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November 30, 1934.

At the 65th Session of the Diet I had occasion to
address you on the foreign policy of Japan. A new
Cabinet has since been appointed, but I have continued
to deal with our various external questions in accor-
dance with the same policy as before.

I am very pleased to say that on the whole our
relations with the various countries of Asia, Europe,
and America have mwoé.b increasingly cordial because
better understanding now prevails among the Powers
regarding Japan’s position in East Asia. Today it is my
desire to report on a few important affairs that have
engaged our attention since the adjournment of the
previous session of the Diet.

The healthy development of our ally, Manchoukuo,
is a matter in which we are vitally concerned as may be
readily perceived from the Imperial Rescript issued on
the occasion of Japan's secession from the League of

Nations. We rejoice that the new State has since made

views, thanks to the efforts of the Japanese Govern-
ment, has now been reached on the price of transfer
and most of other major points, leaving only a few
technical questions yet to be solved. I expect an early
conclusion of the transaction although it will still
require some more time before a final settlement of the
questions involving minor details can be reached.

The Preliminary Naval Conversations at London
are at present being carried on chiefly between the
three great naval Powers: Japan, Great Britain, and
the United States. The Japanese Government are
paying close attention to the progress of the
conversations as they touch upon matters of extreme

On May 17 this British

Government proposed that preliminary conversations

importance. year, the
be held at London among individual Powers concerned
in order to facilitate the work of the Naval Conference
scheduled for next year. The Japanese Government,

considering such preliminary conversations to be

rapid strides in every branch of national adminis-
tration, and laid a lasting foundation for the country
by the establishment of an Imperial Regime in March
last. We have all been profoundly moved by the
gracious act on the part of His Imperial Majesty the
Emperor of despatching His Imperial Highness Prince
Chichibu to Manchoukuo to convey His felicitations,
which has served to unite the two countries closer than
ever.

As for the relations between Japan and the
U.S.S.R., there has been some improvement since my
last report upon the subject. For instance, the fact that
our fishing industry in the northern waters was able to
proceed without any trouble this year is a matter for
congratulation for the sake of Soviet-Japanese friend-
ship. The negotiations for the transfer of the North
Manchuria Railway, temporarily suspended early this
year, were resumed in March. Although serious obsta-

cles were encountered time and again, an agreement of

opportune, accepted the British proposal. As the result,
the conversations were opened on June 18. To put the
matter briefly, at the outset, views were exchanged
among the Powers concerned regarding the questions
of procedure for the next year's conference, and since
the resumption of the conversations in October,
discussions on the substantial questions of disarma-
ment have been going on between Japan, Great Britain,
and the United States. In these negotiations the
Japanese Government, while aiming at Japan’s posses-
sion of a naval force fully adequate for the security of
her national defence, are endeavoring to establish
firmly the principle of non-menace and nonaggression.
It is according to this principle that Japan proposes the
abolition of the ratio principle hitherto in force and the
establishment of a common upper limit for the Powers
concerned. In consonance with the spirit of disarma-

ment we desire to bring about a thorough and drastic

naval reduction and to lighten thereby the tax burden
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of the nations in the future. To that end we desire to
bring down this common upper limit to the lowest level
possible; and at the same time, through a drastic
reduction and limitation of offensive arms and the
proper adjustment in defensive arms, to render it
difficult for any Power to attack another but easy to
defend itself. Our delegates are continuing their efforts
toward the realization of our plan based on the above
policy and at the same time toward the conclusion of a
new and reasonable treaty. It is to be hoped that Great
Britain, the United States, and other Powers concerned
will see the equity and justice of our claim and that a
new naval pact will be brought into being to insure and
promote world peace. I am not at liberty to give
further details now because the developments in the
Preliminary Conversations are to be held confidential,
but I expect to be able to say more on the subject upon
another occasion.

The principal developments in the field of our

of the Netherlands Government, which, in view of the
trade depression of their own land and of the Nether-
lands East Indies and the marked increase of Japanese
exports to the latter, proposed in January this year to
call a conference for the purpose of formulating an
agreement intended to supplement the existing
Netherlands-Japanese Commercial Treaty and to adjust
the above mentioned state of affairs. For the six
months past our Delegation have been deliberating
with the Netherlands Delegation upon various matters
in an earnest endeavor to come to an agreement. But,
because of the complex and multifarious problems that
have to be dealt with, the Conference has not as yet
succeeded in arriving at a complete agreement of views.
However, our Government, maintaining consistently a
fair and just attitude, are seeking the way out to a
compromise by taking into careful consideration all
such proposals made by the Netherlands Delegation as

seem to be practical and to serve the common interests

commercial relations with foreign countries are as

follows. In January this year, the Indo-Japanese Trade
Conference progressed to a point where the repre-
sentatives of both sides arrived at a substantial
agreement of views. The negotiations were then held up
for a time because of a few questions of fundamental
character which were submitted by the Indian Delega-
tion at the time of drafting the articles of the proposed
convention. It was on April 19 that a draft convention
was finally initialed. The Indo-Japanese Commercial
Convention and the additional Protocol, duly signed
and ratified by Japan and Great Britain, came into
force as from the 14th of September last. It is gratify-
ing to both countries that these instruments have
operated smoothly, as has been shown by the actual
results so far obtained, and the Indo-Japanese trade is
making satisfactory progress.-

The

Netherlands-Japanese Conference, now in

session at Batavia, was opened through the invitation

of both countries. I hope that the Conference will come
to a successful conclusion in the near future and
contribute toward the promotion of the Netherlands-
Japanese friendship.

I have now given an account of the latest and more
important problems in Japan’s foreign affairs. It is my
earnest hope that all the pending questions will be
solved amicably to the enhancement of the cordiality
that marks the relations between Japan and the
countries concerned and to the furtherance of the
general stabilization of international relations through-
out the world.

Finally, in view of the momentous problems
confronting us both at home and abroad at this time,
let me ask for the cooperation of our people of all
classes in the execution of the foreign policy of our
Empire.
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