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Tokio, le 14 september 1933

nearest administrative spot of the USSR and handed
the ship over to the corresponding authorities for a
proper trial of the affair.

The Governement of USSR deems it not possible
to discuss here the question of the degree, to which
the said charge is well founded, which constitutes now
a matter of court’s investigation, but it states that this
measure of the soviet frontier guard authorities was
fully warranted by law. In such circumstances the
above mentioned act of the japanese torpedo-boat No.4
towards the soviet ship “Aleksei Peshkoff”, which
only executed its unprescriptible duties, relative to the
guard of the soviet frontier, and handed the japanese
vessel over to the juridicial authorities, cannot be
warranted by any legitimate reason.

This act cannot be considered but as an obvious
violation of the everywhere recognised stipulations of
the international law and can in no way be brought in

accord with the general spirit of amicable relations

Excellency,

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency of
the following fact.

On July 18th the japanese torpedo-boat No.4 has
under cover of night forcibly seized the soviet ship “Aleksei
Peshkoff” near the shores of Kamchatka and took it
away to Japan. Many japanese official representatives
in their subsequent statements explained this act on
the part of E.m torpedo-boat No.4, as undertaken in
reply to the detention in July of the japanese vessel “Daini
Wo.»oEmm-B.mE.. effected by the soviet frontier guard
authorities, who at the time happened to be on board
of the ship “Aleksei Peshkoff”.

It is well known that the detention of the mentioned
japanese vessel was based on the charge of its being
unlawfully engaged in rapacious activity within the
limits of the territorial waters of USSR. The frontier
guard officials acted in accordance with the laws of the

USSR now in force ; they brought the ship to the

existing between USSR and Japan. The inappropriate
way of handling on the part of the torpedo-boat No.4 is
confirmed by the fact, that Mr. Ogata, the japanese
Consul at Petropavlovsk on Kamchatka, had on the
14th of July informed Mr. Tikhonoff, the diplomatic
Agent of the Commissariat for Foreign Affairs, on
ground of the instructions received by Mr.Ogata from
the Foreign Office, that the japanese torpedo-boats
were forbidden to undertake towards the soviet ships
any steps similar to those, which have taken place in
this case.

In accordance with the fact stated above, the
Governement of USSR naturally could not consent to
the subsequent proposal brought forth by the Japanese
Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs to the effect of an
exchange of the two abovementioned ships, as this
would mean a justification of the unlawful act of the
torpedo-boat No.4.

Both cases cannot be compared with each other,
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as in the first case there were legitimate measures of
the competent administrative authorities, which left it
up to the juridicial authorities to make a decision, the
result of which was the announcement of a moderate
fine already in the first instance of the court and a
quick release of the japanese vessel, whereas in the
second case there was a voluntary act of seizure and
detention of the soviet ship until the present time, as
moreover no charge was presented against it. The
Governement of USSR deems it therefore not proper to
connect in any way these two quite different cases.
The Governement of USSR cannot also leave
without notice the abnormal fact that the taking of the
crew off the ship and its landing on August 2nd on
soviet territory was effected without any previous
consultation with the Soviet Governement and in
contradiction to the statement of Mr.Shigemitsu,
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, which he made on

August 2d at the meeting with Mr. Yureneff, the Am-

R. Youreneff
His Excellency,
Count Uchida,

Minister for Foreign Affairs.

¥~ ——ENRER 42 [Governement |, [japanese |,
lsoviet], [2d] ¥ <% R [Government |,
[Japanese |, [Soviet], [2nd | € <o &VBLR
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bassador of USSR at Japan, to the effect that the taking
off and landing of the crew would not be effected without
the consent of the Government of the Soviet Union.

The Governement of the Soviet Union once again
states that it considers the detention of the trawler “Aleksei
Peshkoff” still being held in Japan, as an act unlawful
in every respect and lodges in this connection a strong
protest.

The Governement of USSR categorically insists on
the immediate release of the said soviet ship and reserves
the right to present in future a demand for compensation
of the corresponding soviet authorities of the losses
incurred by them due to the impossibility to exploit the
trawler “Aleksei Peshkoff”, which are estimated at 300
thousand roubles, whereas the loss resulting from the
ship lying idle amounts to 1. 200 roubles per day.

I avail myself of this opportunity to express to
Your Excellency the assurances of my highest considera-

tion.
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