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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

pursuance of the provisions of a treaty of commerce and
navigation, and his wife, and his unmarried children
under twenty-one years of age, if accompanying or
following to join him.”

It is understood that the purpose of the amendment
was to clarify the section of the Act and in particular to
make clear the intent of Congress that an alien coming
to the United States solely to carry on trade between the
United States and the foreign state of which he is a
national should be accorded non-immigrant status, and
also to include specific provision to cover the wives and
unmarried minor children of such treaty aliens.

In regard to the entry of Japanese as treaty aliens
under the provisions of treaty of commerce and naviga-
tion between the United States and Japan, signed Febru-
ary 21, 1911, it may be stated that this treaty, which
states in its preamble that it was intended by the two
governments to prescribe rules “to govern the commer-

cial intercourse between their respective countries,” has

WASHINGTON
August 25, 1932.
JAPANESE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA
Sirs:

Reference is made to the telegram addressed to the
President by your association under date of July 14th,
1932, concerning the bill H. R. 8766, “To amend the sixth
exception in section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1924
with reference to nonimmigrant status of certain alien.”

The bill referred to was passed by the House of
Representatives and the Senate of the United States and
was approved by the President on July 6 1932.

Under the provisions of the Act (Public No. 266
72nd Congress section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act of
1924 has been amended as follows:

“ (6) An alien entitled to enter the United States
solely to carry on trade between the United States and

foreign state of which he is a national under and in

been considered by the Department to confer upon
subjects of Japan right of entry under section 3 (6) of
the Immigration Act of 1924 for the purpose of carrying
on substantial trade between Japan and the United
States. It is not believed that the decisions of the courts
in cases involving the interpretation of the treaty provi-
sion referred to were altogether consistent or that they
were of such a nature as to require any change in the
Department’s construction regarding the rights of entry
of Japanese into this country under section 2 of the Act
of 1924, for the purposes of trade, that is that it relates
only to entry for purposes of carrying on trade between
the United States and Japan. This construction, which is
consistent with that followed in the case of treaty aliens
coming to the United States from other countries under
treaties of commerce and navigation, has not been
changed by the amendment of section 3 of the Act of
1924 by the Act of July 6, 1932.
Very truly yours,
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W. D. CASTL, Acting Secretary of States

July 14, 1932
President of the United States
Washington, D. C.
Your attention respectfully called to House of Represen-
tatives Bill 8766 which we understand has been or will be
submitted to %o: for approval Stop This Bill amends
1924 Immigration Act so as to limit the admission of
traders to those engaged in international trade Stop We
believe this amendments greatly restricts and therefore
partially nullifies commercial treaty between the United
States and Japan Stop Our opinion based on wording of
- Article one of Treaty and interpretation by Judge
Wilbur of Ninth Circuit Court in Kumanomido decided
April 7, 1930 Stop This decision expressly states that a
trader is not confined by immigration law or treaty to
one engaged in foreign trade Stop Case not appealed to

Supreme Court and therefore is final ruling on this
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treaty interpretation Stop We believe amendment vio-
lates treaty rights of Japanese and other nationals and
will cause resentment with resulting harmful effect on
trade and friendly relations between the United States
and foreign countries Stop Amendment will have very
minor effect on Japanese WBB.mmamaos and main purpose
seems to be to legalize State Department regulation
nullified by Circuit Court but never abandoned Stop We
respectfully ask your careful consideration and investi-
gation as to violation of treaty rights and sincerely hope
that Bill will be refused your approval
Japanese Association of America
T. Takimoto
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