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STATEMENT OF FOREIGN MINISTER MR. HACHIRO
ARITA FOR THE FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS
RESIDENT IN TOKYO.

(September 28, 1936.)
I had occasion, in our interview on April 25th last, to
explain to you at some length the foreign policy of my country.
Since assuming the office of Minister for Foreign Affairs,
I have been endeavouring to adjust the relations between Japan
and China as prerequisite to stability in East Asia.
Unfortunately, however, our endeavour has yielded no tangible
result. On the confrary, various questions having been left
unsettled, there has been created gloomy atmosphere lowering
upon the relations of our two countries. It so happened that, at

Chengtu on August 24th last, two Japanese were ruthlessly

camommoa.moﬁ many years for which the Nationalist Government
and the Kuomintang cannot evade their responsibility. Even if
some of the incidents may, as is maintained on the Chinese side,
be possibly attributable to Communist attempts to alienate Japan
and China, they should not be settled in the same manner as
ordinary cases of murder and of assault and battery are disposed
of in China. The mere settlement of the incidents themselves is
not enough. A decisive step forward should be taken to strike at
the root of the trouble in order to prevent the recurrence of any
such incidents. On the one hand, China should carry out an
effective control of anti-Japanese wmmSmonm. In this connection,
let it be remembered that no number of edicts exhorting
friendship with Japan serves any useful purpose, as is evidenced
by the existing state of affairs. On the other hand, more
constructive efforts should be made to drastically improve the
relations between Japan and China eradicating once for all the
fundamental cause of the anti-Japanese trouble. And, if
necessary, consideration has also to be given to measures to

meet the Communist menace.

slaughtered, and another two Japanese very seriously injured, by
a lawless Chinese mob. The negotiations on this affair had
scarcely commenced at Nanking when a succession of untoward
occurrences came to pass at Pakhoi, Swatow, Hankow and
Shanghai, the victims being Japanese soldiers, officials and
residents.

The Chinese authorities have, on more than one occasion in
the past, issued statements or made pledges, undertaking to
control the anti-Japanese agitations in China, but these
undertakings have been without avail. In fact, Japanese in China
have repeatedly suffered outrages of unspeakable violence at the
hands of Chinese agitators, over a dozen cases of this nature, to
count the principal ones only, occurring in the short space of the
last ten months. Thus the lives and property of the many
Japanese in China are gravely threatened, and a feeling of
profound unrest is naturally prevalent among them.

All these unfortunate incidents may rightly be said to be the
logical consequences of the anti-Japanese education, anti-

Japanese instigation and other forms of anti-Japanese policy

In the spirit of what I have just said, the Japanese
Government are conducting negotiations with the Nanking
Government with respect to the settlement of the respective
incidents and to the adjustment of the relations between Japan
and China. The negotiations, however, are making no
appreciable progress, and in the meantime fresh incidents of the
same unfortunate character are cropping up. ,

It is the sincere desire of Japan that a settlement may, as far
as possible, be peaceably reached through diplomatic
negotiations, and that the stability of East Asia may be
genuinely assured. However, as you are aware, opinion is
steadily gaining ground among the Japanese public and among
the Japanese in China that any further negotiations with China
are useless. Should the negotiations be so terminated, the lives
and property of the large Japanese population in China could
not, of course, be left exposed to any further danger. It will,
therefore, be necessary to consider the steps to be taken in case

of that eventuality.

The outcome of the present negotiation can be in one of the
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two ways only: either very much better or very much worse will
be the Japanese-Chinese relations. In the existing situation they
shall not be permitted to drift in the ambiguous state of affairs
as has been prevailing in the past. China is now at the
momentous crossroads, to decide whether or not to shake hands
with Japan. I very earnestly hope that China will grasp our hand
in friendly response whatever difficulties she may have to

surmount.
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