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ADDRESS OF FOREIGN MINISTER HACHIRO ARITA
BEFORE THE FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS
RESIDENT IN TOKYO.
(April 25, 1936.)
Following my recent appointment as Minister for Foreign
Affairs, I have today the pleasure of meeting you.

The guiding principle of our foreign policy has undergone

same time, the Great Powers of the world should do their best in
order to maintain peace in those regions where they can
effectively extend their stabilizing influence.

It is our settled conviction that the stabilization of East Asia
constitutes an indispensable postulate for the safety of our
national existence and we consider it our sacred obligation to
mankind to see to it that peace and order is preserved in these
regions. For this, we deem it an urgent necessity to readjust the
relationships between Japan, China and the Soviet Union, with
Manchoukuo as a link between them, with a view to
inaugurating cordial neighbourly relations among these Powers
and enhancing the cause of peace. In this sense, it gives us
genuine gratification that Manchoukuo has been making a
steady progress in all branches of her Government.

The frequent and unfortunate frontier disputes occurting of
late between Manchoukuo and the Soviet on one hand and
Manchoukuo and Outer Mongolia on the other seem to have
given rise to many alarming rumours in m&.owm and America. Of

course, we entertain no thought whatsoever of aggression, and

no change as it has always been based upon the Imperial
Rescript issued on our withdrawal from the League of Nations:
namely, we are anxious to secure the stabilization of East Asia
and to foster cordial relations with all countries, contributing
thereby to the promotion of the cause of world peace and
enhancement of the welfare of mankind.

Many a scheme for preserving a lasting peace has in the
past been proposed and often put into practice but as yet none of
them has succeeded in producing the desired end. In the Great
War, the world underwent a most severe trial, the memory of
which remains still indelible in our mind but even now we are
being harried and harassed by recurrent war perils. This is, I
think, largely due to the fact that the éoﬂE,m, statesmen have
been too much absorbed by the problems of establishing the
peace machinery but they have paid only scant consideration to
the more important task of eliminating the causes tending to
disturb the general peace. I believe :. incumbent upon us to
make earnest endeavours for the complete eradication of all the

causes that are likely to menace or disturb tranquility. At the

unless provoked by the others will not resort to action.

Although there are a number of questions pending between
Japan and the Soviet Union, I am confident that these can be
solved amicably through diplomatic negotiations.

Japan and China, bound by the ties of blood and culture and
by mutually interdependent relationships must, of course, join
their forces for the furtherance of their common prosperity and
well-being, even if it may be inevitable that they should
encounter from time to time vexing problems because of the
very fact of their geographical propinquity. In fact, our two great
nations of East Asia are striving to insure the stability of this
part of the world through friendly and effective co-operation. In
western countries there are occasionally those who criticize our
policy toward China. But if these people should contemplate the
realities of the situation by putting themselves in our place, they
would surely come to understand and appreciate our attitude.

We are endeavouring to cultivate our friendly relations with
Great Britain, the United States and all other Occidental Powers,

especially with those countries in the Pacific basin. Of late
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years, trade interests have been apt to cause troubles between
Japan and the Western nations. However, I believe that a-proper
readjustment of these commercial relations on the basis of live
and let-live is not necessarily so difficult a matter. For the sake
of the economic rehabilitation of the world and of peace among
nations, we are most anxious to see the freedom of trade restored
and the atmosphere of liberty and confidence once again prevail
throughout the world, which would be the greatest contribution
to the happiness and prosperity of mankind.

After all, what we desire is to secure our national life and
to work for our own peaceful development and, at the same
time, to play our part in the establishment of universal peace on
an enduring basis through international conciliation and

cooperation.
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