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Britisu Emsassy,
\H)ONM\O .
. 4th October, 1934.
My dear Vice-Minister,

You will remember my asking you a few days ago
whether the recent announcement in the Press, that the
Italian Government had decided to raise their Legation
in China to an Embassy, had been considered by the
Japanese Government.

To-day I have received a telegram from Sir John
Simon informing me that the Italian Government have
been informed that, in view of the general understand-
ing as to new Embassies, reached in 1919, and their
specific assurance relating to China, given in May,
1933, His Majesty’s Government feel legitimately ag-

grieved at the decision to raise the Italian Legation in

The Premier recognised that he was under an honour-
able obligation to England and America not to make a
change without consulting them. When I reminded Mr.
Yoshida of the appeals which his Government had made
for co-operation, and of the opportunity which this
question afforded for such co-operation, Mr. Yoshida
said that Baron Tanaka regarded the policy of co
-operation as his own and naturally put co-operation
first when considering such a matter as the creation of
Embassies.”

I beg that you will call the attention of His Excellen-
cy, Mr. Hirota, to this letter. I am writing to Your
Excellency in this form as being a continuation of the
conversation which we had the other day on this sub-
ject.

I very much hope that I may shortly be in a position
to send a reassuring telegram to my Government.

Yours very sincerely,
R. H. Clive

China to the status of an Embassy.

Any attempt to follow the Italian lead in an attempt
to court the favour of the Chinese Government is, in the
opinion of my Government, to be deprecated. My
Government do not consider that the time is ripe to raise
the status of their Legation in China to an Embassy, nor
would they consider taking such a step without prior
consultation with the other Powers interested, namely,
Japan, America and France.

On the 3rd June, 1929, Sir John Tilley wmm a conver-
sation with Mr. Yoshida, then Vice-Minister for For-
eign Affairs, on the subject of raising certain Legations
in China to Embassies. To quote Sir John Tilley’s
despatch to the Foreign Office, “Mr. Yoshida said that
the matter had been carefully considered, but no deci-
sion had been taken and it was Baron Tanaka’s inten-
tion before taking any decision to consult the British
mma American Governments. The changed situation in

China had, however, led him to defer this intention.

His Excellency
Mr. M. Shigemitsu,
H. 1. J. M. Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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