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(I) That the recent revision of the Customs Tariff is

levelled against Japan is shown by the following facts; -

(1) The two chief articles imported from Japan to
China, viz., Cotton Piece Goods and Sea Products, are
subjected to an increase varying from 1009 to 6009
of the old duty. (See Table “B”, New Tariff Nos. 1-
70.)

(2) There are heavy increases in the duties on
other important Japanese goods, e. g., Coal, increased
by 1029% (Tariff No. 603), Wheat Flour, Free under the
Old Tariff, now 0.25 C. G. U. per picul (Tariff No. 357),
Cement, 1049 (Tariff No. 618), Rubber Shoes, 71%
(Tariff No. 644), Electrical Materials, 509 (Tariff No.
263, C), Bicycles, 33% (Tariff No. 258), Clocks, 1009
(Tariff No. 261a), Electric Bulbs, 4769 (Tariff No.
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263a), Mirrors, 233% A‘H,mlm, No. 616), Hats and Caps,
167% (Tariff No. 126a).

(3) On the other hand there is little or no increase
in the duties on important goods imported from coun-
tries other than Japan, e. g., Tobacco, Kerosene,
Motor Cars, Machinery, etc.

(4) Moreover, clear discrimination is seen between
Japanese m:.m other foreign goods, e. g., (a) Bicycles,
chiefly imported from Japan, are subjected to increase
of duty, while Motor Cars, not likely to be much
affected by increased duty, are left untouched (Tariff
No. 256); (b) Rice, Barley, etc., are left duty-free
(Tariff Nos. 384 and 338), while Wheat Flour, which is
alike foodstuff but imported mainly from Japan, is
subjected to a newly introduced duty of 0.25 per picul
(Tariff No. 357); (c) while the increase of duties on
Briquettes and Coke are 509 and 339% respectively,
the duty on Coal which is inferior in grade to Bri-

quettes and Coke and mainly imported from Japan is
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raised as much as 1029% (Tariff Nos. 603, 604 and 607);
(d) the duty on Cement is raised by more than 100%,
but the increase of duty on other Building Materials is
only 509 (Tariff Nos. 618 and 631); (e) the duty on
Rubber Shoes is raised by 71%, while duties on other
Manufactures of Rubber are untouched (Tariff No.
644); (f) while the duties on such kinds of timber as are
chiefly or solely imported from Japan are increased
from 100 to 19094 (Tariff Nos. 581, 582 and 601), those
on other kinds of timber are only slightly raised; (g)
duties on Fish and Sea Products are generally raised
by about Hoo&w while considerable reduction is effect-
ed in the duties on Sharks’ Fins and Fish Maws, the
import of the former from Japan having greatly
declined of recent years and that of the latter being
solely from other countries (Tariff Nos. 274, etc.).
(6) That the New Tariff is directed against Japan
can be proved by the figures in the attached Table

“A” showing the increase in the burden to be borne by

revenue, the duties on goods against which there is
keen competition of the home industry such as Cotton
Piece Goods should not be so much increased as those
on Goods against which there is no competition of
home industry such as Kerosene, Iron, Steel, Machin-
ery, Sugar, Motor Cars. But the reverse is the case in
the present revision.

(2) The new duties on the less expensive neces-
saries of life such as Cotton Piece Goods are as high
as 35% to 609% ad valorem (see Table “C”). On the
other hand, ﬁ.rm new duties on such expensive goods as
Motor Cars, Machinery, Chemicals, Photographic
Apparatuses, Musical Instruments and luxuries such
as Jewellery, Pearls and Perfumes are as low as 5% to
309% ad valorem. This does not suit the purpose of
increasing the revenue.

(3) It does not help the revenue that the new duties
on luxuries such as Jewellery, Ornaments, Perfumery

and Curios should be the same as or lower than the old

each country under the New Tariff. While the total
increase of revenue under the New Tariff as compar-
ed to the revenue obtainable under the Old Tariff is
45.29%, the increases in the amounts of duties to be
paid under the New Tariff (as compared to the
amounts of duties paid under the Old Tariff) by Japan,
Great Britain, U. S. A., Hongkong M,SQ others are
respectively 64.39%, 47.7%, 33.8%, 50.2%, 49.09%. Thus
Japanese trade is to be subjected to ,c.% far the heaviest
burden of duty under the New Tariff.

(II) It has been stated by Chinese officials that the
Chinese Government decided to raise the Import Duties
in consideration of the depreciation of silver. If that was
so, they ought to have increased the duties on all goods;
there is no reason why they should have chiefly ammw&
the duties on Japasese goods.

(ITI) The present revision of the Tariff does not suit
the purpose of increasing the revenue, for; -

(1) To meet the purpose of increasing the Customs

duties.

(IV) At the Special Conference on Customs Tariff in
Peking, 1925-26, seven graded rates were worked out by
experts of the participating Powers including Japan, and
China upon adopting these ‘seven rates, obtained the
tariff autonomy. According to Emmw rates, the duties on
Cotton Yarn and Cotton Piece Goods were 7.5% to 10%,
and duties on other goods were fixed in due considera-
tion of their duty paying capacity (12.5%, 15%, 17.5%,
22.5%, 27.5%) so as to make the latter bear higher duties
of some 10 to 20% than the former. We think that even
after the recognition of the tariff autonomy China has
the moral obligation to uphold as much as possible the
principle according to which these seven graded rates
were fixed. It is a breach of faith that China should have
within less than three years of the recognition of the
tariff autonomy suddenly raised the duty on Cotton
Piece Goods to some 35% to 60% and lowered the duties

on high class goods and luxuries to the same duties as

694

695



JU I BB R AR

Cotton Piece Goods or even lower. The Chinese Govern-
ment, so to speak, have ignored the principle of the
seven graded rates with a sole view to obstructing
Japan’s trade with China, and when we remember how
Japan helped China in obtaining tariff autonomy endur-
ing no small sacrifice of her own trade since the Special
Conference on Osmﬁogm Tariff, we can well understand
what effect the recent revision of the Chinese Customs

Tariff will have on the minds of the Japanese people.
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