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from ¥800,000 to ¥1,600,000, Soviet from ¥ 380,000 to
¥ 800,000, and French from ¥30,000 to ¥190,000. As for
the decrease, the United States was not the only country
which sustained the loss; Germany, for example, also
suffered a decrease from ¥1,800,000 to ¥1,000,000.

In view of this, it is a destorted conclusion to hold
that the comparison between the import figures of the
U.S. and Japan, which are favourable to the latter and
unfavourable to the former, evidences some tampering
with the open door in Manchuria; an inference which
entirely ignores the variegated returns of other coun-
tries. Let us compare, article by article, the import
trades of these two countries in the above mentioned
period of 1932.

A general advance is noticed in practically every
article imported from Japan. In the case of the U. S. her
trade suffered a slump in some articles such as Machin-
ery, medical material, drugs, flour, and tobacco. But one

can not fail to find out, even by a casual glance over the

Open Door in Manchoukuo |

The import trade of Manchuria through the port of
Dairen had shown a considerable Qm.Q.mmmm in 1931 for all
countries in comparison with that of the previous year,
the decrease being in the case of Japan from ¥85,700,
000 to ¥68,000,000 and in that of the United States from
¥16,000,000 to ¥9,000,000. Since the establishment of
Manchoukuo, however, the situation has gradually im-
proved as may be seen from the trade figures of Japan,
which increased to ¥63,000,000 for the period from
March to August, 1932, from ¥29,000,000 in the corre-
sponding months of 1931.

An exception to this general trend was the decrease,
during the same period, of the American figures from
¥1,200,000 to ¥1,000,000.

But such an increase or decrease was not solely
limited to these two countries. As for the increase, in the
instance of China, her trade advanced during the same
period form ¥12,000,000 to ¥19,300,000, British trade

figures, the remarkable advance in the imports of paper
and petroleum -- the increase being ten times in paper
and six times in petroleum. What does this mean?

It is obvious that the above change which is very
irregular in it characteristic was by no means an out-
come of the closing of the “door” on the part of Man-
choukuo, but was, in main, brought about by the opera-
tion of natural economic causes or by peculiar local
conditions which prevailed or are now prevailing in
Manchuria. The probable factors which contributed to
the increase of the Japanese trade in Manchuria will be
as follows;

(1) The low exchange rate of Japanese yen.

(2) Japanese merchandise, which was formerly subject-
ed to an unfair restraint on account of the anti-
Japanese QMWMMM_MMMNWOS on the part of the old
militarist regime, has now regained its natural
position wherein it can compete with foreign goods

on equal terms.
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(3) The effort on the part of the Japanese traders to
recover, in Manchuria, the losses they are sufferring
in the middle and southern parts of China as the
result of the anti-Japanese boycott.

(4) The demand for Japanese goods such as Japanese
sake by the local Japanese population, which has
increased greatly since the incident of September
18, 1931.

The decrease in the import returns of certain Amer-
ican goods may be accounted for by the following fac-
tors;

(1) The high exchange rate of dollar;

(2) Under the old regime, the business of American
firms in Manchuria as well as that of German
concerns, consisted primarily in supplying mechani-
cal implements to arsenals and other military estab-
lishments; so that it is inevitable that they have lost
most of their business with the downfall of the

Chang regime.
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Despite of these circumstances, the enhanced
demand for such commodities of popular use as paper
and petroleum must clearly demonstrate to the Amer-
ican businessmen that the new State of Manchuria
offers them an almost unlimited market for the future
developement of their trade. The truth is that, the
Manchurian market which was wm%mmmm% closed to
some extent under the former administration has come,
with the advent of Manchoukuo, to be literally opened
for a free and fair competition; a land of equal opportu-
nity for all nations. Indeed, it is not too much to say that
the services rendered by the Japanese advisers to
Manchoukuo has done much toward the realization of

this end.
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AIDE MEMOIRE.
Capture by brigands of three British officers
off Newchwang on March 29th, 1933.

On July 30th Captain Obata informed Mr. Clarke
that General Hashimoto, his chief commanding the
Japanese gendarmerie in Manchuria, had informed him
that if mwoboo. were provided from British sources, he
(General Hashimoto) would endeavour to obtain from
the Manchukuo authorities any remaining sum neces-
sary to effect the release of the three officers of the s. s.
“NANCHANG”. Captain Obata also stated that if this
sum were not forthcoming there would be a risk of the
negotiations failing, whereas with it he believed he could
effect release.

On August 5th, in accordance with instructions, Mr.
Clarke made it clear to Captain Obata that it is the
Japanese and Manchurian authorities whom the British

Government and public opinion in Great Britain hold
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responsible, by whatever means are possible, for the safe
release of the captives. In reply to Mr. Clarke Captain
Obata stated that he was virtually powerless unless
funds were provided from the British side and that he
had repeatedly applied to Changchun for funds but had
been unsuccessful in obtaining them.

On August 10th Captain Obata informed Mr. Clarke
that he had received further funds, but they fell far short
of the amount required by the brigands.

In these circumstances Captain Obata on August
15th again renewed to Mr. Clarke the suggestion that
British sources should provide a further sum, but at the
same time declined to tell Mr. Clarke what sum he
himself already had available.

On August 16th Mr. Clarke learned from intermedi-
aries that if the brigands did not receive the sum they
required, they proposed to leave the area and hand over
the captives to Tengtiehmei, a notorious brigand leader

operating in south-east of Fengtien province. At the

of the British Government and public if they were left to
derive an impression that in a matter affecting the lives
of three helpless and unfortunate men the performance
of the Japanese authorities had been less than their
promise.

The British Embassy are happy to record that they
have always laboured in the friendliest and frankest
collaboration with the Gaimusho authorities to prevent
unnecessary misunderstandings arising on one side or
the other. Their services remain at the fullest disposal of
the Gaimusho in this respect. In turn they feel convinced
that the Gaimusho would deplore equally with them and
will now take the promptest and most effective mea-
sures to prevent the further jeopardising of these three
lives, particularly as all the available information shows
that their safety could now be assured by the guarantee

of so small a further sum as $20,000.

21st August, 1933.

same time Captain Obata informed Mr. Clarke that the
funds which the authorities had placed at his disposal
were insufficient, but that if an additional $10,000 were
guaranteed from British sources, “there would be a very
good chance of effecting release.”

It remains to add that the British Embassy under-
stand that as the crops are now high, there is nothing, if
the present negotiations now fail, to stop the brigands
making good their escape into the mountains, where
they would be safe from pursuit for an indefinite further
time.

The British Embassy have been repeatedly assured
by the Gaimusho authorities that the latter are only too
anxious to secure the release of these three unfortunate
officers. The British Government, and through them the
British public, have accepted these assurances without
any hesitation; accordingly the Embassy feel convinced
that they will not be misunderstood if they point to the

disastrous shock which would be produced in the mind
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