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My Government has heard with concern a report
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that the present regime in Manchuria has taken over
the Chinese Maritime Customs at Dairen, and I am
instructed to inquire as to the truth of this report.

It is felt that such action would materially compli-
cate already existing problems of a most difficult
nature which my Government most earnestly desires
to see solved. The reported step would appear to be a
violation of the integrity of the Chinese Maritime
Customs Service, in which the American Government
is admittedly interested, as well as a threat to the
security for certain fiscal obligations of the Chinese
Government.

I am therefore instructed to express the earnest
hope that the Japanese Government will not tolerate
any action which may interfere with the integrity of
that Service or which may run counter to treaty

obligations.
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Peking, June 28, 1932.
Dear Yano:

With reference to your call of June 20th, when you
communicated to me the instructions of your Govern-
ment concerning the question of the customs at Dairen,
I did not fail to communicate your message to my
Government. I have now received an instruction to the
effect that my Government does not desire that I cooper-
ate in exerting pressure upon the Chinese Government to
enter into arrangements with the Manchurian régime in

this matter.
Very truly yours,

Signed: Nelson Trusler Johnson
Mr. Makoto Yano,

Counselor, Japanese Legation,
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No. 359

“A passive attitude is the only one possible for me
at the present moment. I myself am convinced and also
have been warned by responsible Japanese Authorities
that an open rupture between the Dairen Customs and
the Manchukuo Authorities would be destructive to
Japanese interests. That I, a Japanese, should be the
instrument to bring about such a rupture is intolerable
and against my conscience. I hope therefore that the
Inspector-General will realise the impossibility of my

taking such a responsibility upon myself.”
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