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By Imperial Ordinance No. 22 of the 6th March, 1928,
which came into force from the 7th March, 1928, the
import of rice and paddy into Japan proper, Korea, and
Formosa, is prohibited except under official license,
until the 31st August, 1928. Section 2 of the Ordinance,
however, states that the prohibition shall not apply in
cases in which there is special provision in a Treaty of
Commerce and Navigation. It is reported by the Burma
Chamber of Commerce that this prohibition is being
applied on rice imported from Burma.

The Government of India have represented to His
Majesty’s Government in Great Britain that special
provision as indicated in Section 2 of the Ordinance
appears to exist in Article 2 of the Anglo-Japanese
Convention respecting commercial relations between
Japan and India of August 29th 1904. His Majesty’s
Government are of opinion that whether the Ordinance

in question conflicts technically or not with the second
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Article of the Convention, the underlying intention of
the Article is nullified if the import of goods from India
is prevented whilst being permitted from other coun-
tries, and it is clear that action such as has been taken
in this instance by the Imperial Government must neces-
sarily seriously impair the value of the Convention. It is
therefore earnestly hoped that the Imperial Government

will take such steps as may be necessary to remedy this

situation.
British Embassy,
Tokyo.

June 8th 1928.
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British Embassy,
Tokyo.
January 12th, 1929.
No.4

Your Excellency,

With reference to the memorandum of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs addressed to His Majesty’s Embassy
on June 23rd 1928, regarding the restrictions upon the
importation of rice, I have the honour to inform Your

Excellency that the Government of India are now con-

than the least possible injury to the trade of the former.
In these circumstances it would appear that the
Japanese Government could only exercise their rights in
respect of the exception for rice provided under Article
6(1) of the Imports and Exports Convention if Japan
were prepared to denounce her commercial treaty with
Siam so that the prohibition could be applied without
discrimination.
3. @am accordingly directed by His Majesty’s Principal
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to ascertain
whether the Imperial Japanese Government hold a simi-
lar view as to the effect of the Convention, if it is
ratified by both India and Japan.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration.

His Excellency, Baron Giichi Tanaka,

H.I.J.M. Minister for Foreign Affairs

sidering the question of ratifying the Geneva Convention
for the Abolition of Import and Export Prohibitions and
Restrictions and that, in this connection, it is of impor-
tance to them to know the views of the Japanese Gov-
ernment as to the bearing of the Convention on the rice
prohibition.

2. In the view of His Majesty’s Secretary of State for
India the enforcement after the date on which the
Convention comes into force of a prohibition on the
import of rice into Japan, similar to that which has been
operative this year, would not be consistent with the
terms of Article 7 of the Convention, which provides
that if one of the High Contracting Parties should be
obliged to prohibit the import of products of any foreign
country the measure should be framed in such a way as
to cause the least possible injury to the trade of the
other High Contracting Parties. It is clear that a prohibi-
tion which affected two out of three of the principal

exporters of rice but not the third would cause more
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