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Nations
Geneva.
Referring our telegram January seventh and resulting
conversations with your three directors in China
instructed by Chairman Chiang Kai Shek to state
Chinese Government having set up National Economic
Council for planning reconstruction requests
collaboration League. For this purpose asks that
Leagues Technical Organisations assist as advisers
above Council for framing carrying out reconstruction
plans as follows first, in the stage of first planning and
organisation the League might be able to send someone
as it has already done in the special domain of health
work for such limited period as might be practicable and
convenient to the Government in order to help with his
advice both as to the plan itself and as to any subsequent
methods by which the League could assist it. Secondly in
the execution of particular projects the League might at

the request of the Government send or propose officers

coordination of the policy of a number of countries
might be required in order to remove some obstacle to
Chinas development. In general the Technical
Organisations of the League would in this way be
continuously available for advice to the Government and
the national development Council in connection with its
plan of reconstruction.

TVSOONG Vice Chairman Executive Yuan.
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representatives or experts who apart from their own
competence could be in contact with the relevant
Technical Organisation at Geneva. Thirdly in
appropriate special cases a League Committee whether
a standing committee or one appointed ad hoc might at
the request of the Government help to frame or improve
some particular scheme. Fourthly the League might in
several ways help in the training of Chinas own officers
who will be required for the more extended work of
later years. In the domain of health the League has
already been able to arrange for technical education in
practical work in other countries sometimes with the aid
of Fellowships. And in addition the League might help
the Government to find advisers to assist the
development of the Chinese educational system and
facilitate the intercourse between the centres of
intellectual activity in China and abroad. Lastly China
might sometimes desire to initiate League action in

some sphere in which international cooperation or the
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Director of the League of Nations Health Section, and
inviting the Director of the Economic and Financial
and the

Section, Director of the Transit and

Communications Section, to visit China, in order
respectively to discuss the effect of the present world
depression on China’s economic activities and also
certain problems regarding inland waterways and the
reclaiming of land. The Chinese Government expressed
the hope that, as the result of this preliminary
consultation, practical co-operation with the several
technical organs and experts of the League might on
examination be found feasible.

The Council authorised the two Directors to accept
this invitation and unanimously decided to render all
possible assistance to the Chinese Government. The two
Directors accordingly proceeded to China.

On April 25th, the Chinese Government sent a further
telegram, referring to the January invitation and the

subsequent conversations in China with the three
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( B
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT
IN REGARD TO CO-OPERATION WITH THE LEAGUE
AS REGARDS TECHNICAL QUESTIONS.
NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL,
SUBMITTED TO THE COUNCIL
ON MAY 19th, 1931.
Geneva, May 15th, 1931.
The Council, at its session in January 1931,. received
a telegram from the National Governments of China

expressing its appreciation of the prompt arrival of the

Directors of the technical organisations. This telegram,
which is attached, announces the setting up of a
National Economic Council and asks that the Technical
Organisations of the League be continuously available
for advice to the Government and the Economic Council
in connection with its plan of reconstruction.

If the Council decides to accept the proposal of the
National Government of China, it seems desirable to
define the manner in which the competent League
Organisations would be called upon to act: I would
suggest the following procedure for the approval of the
Council:

(1) The officer whose services are requested for such
limited period as might be practicable and as might be
convenient to the Government should be competent to
give information on the working of the League’s
Technical Organisations and the manner in which they
might be utilised by the Chinese Government. For this

purpose, the Secretary-General considers that one of the
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Directors of the Technical Organisations should be
authorised to pay a further visit to China.

(2), (3) and (4) Proposals for collaboration would be
transmitted by the Secretary-General to the competent
Technical Organisations, for action subject to the
approval of the Council as required by the rules of
procedure.

(5) Similarly, the Secretary-General would refer to the
International Committee of Intellectual Co-operation for
the Institute of

action by its executive organ,

Intellectual Co-operation, or by the International
Institute of Educational Cinematography, questions
relating to the educational system and intercourse
between intellectual centres in China and abroad.

Preliminary action in this sense has been taken in
regard to a letter on this subject received from the
Chinese Ministry of Education.

(6) Should the Chinese Government ask for the
Conference, the

convocation of a technical

account of the desirability of immediate action along
the lines desired by China, agree that, if the sums
allocated by the Council for the purpose out of those
which are at its free disposal (Article 3 of the budget)
proved insufficient, the Secretary-General might, as a
quite exceptional measure and as a derogation from
the Financial Regulations, be authorised to utilise part
of the arrears which the Chinese Government will pay
in 1931, to meet the otherwise uncovered portion of
the expenditure of the various missions. Naturally,
the derogation in question will only be possible if the

Assembly explicitly consents.”
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Secretary-General would communicate the request to
the Council for decision.

With regard to the budgetary aspect of the matter, the
Secretary-General would draw the attention of the
Council to the following passage in the report of the
Supervisory Commission (document A. 5. 1931):

“25. The Commission noted the explanations of
the Secretary-General regarding the new

appropriation of 480,000 francs for Liaison with

China. The expenses of the various experts which the

League of Nations will place at the disposal of the
Chinese Government will be covered by this new item
of the budget.

“The Chinese Government having given formal
assurances regarding the payment of its contributions,
including arrears, the Commission does not raise any
objection to the inclusion of the new appropriation in
the 1932 budget.

“26. For the present year, in fact, it would, on
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