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We have repeatedly declared on various mmnm“w_wmvm that
in all our relations with China, we propose to follow
the principle of “live and let live.” Whether or not the
two nations like each other, they have no choice but
to remain as neighbours for all time. If their mutual
relations as geographical %%Mﬂwﬁwvm are not susceptible
of any change, why should they not proceed a step
further, and meet together, hand in hand, as good and

helpful neighbours?
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I am absolutely sure that no one who is' in any way
responsible for the shaping of our foreign policy dreams
for a moment of any aggressive design in whatever part
of China. Such a design, even if it were at all possible
to materialize, would do far greater harm than good to
our own future destiny. Yet in the utterances of political
leaders in China, I have found from time to time charges
against us, as if we were given to aggression or imperialism.
I trust a closer study of our course of action will reveal
the absurdity of these charges.

At the same time, Japan has as much the right to
exist, as China has. Some of the rights and interests
which we now enjoy in the region of Manchuria are so
closely interwoven with our national life that no Govern-
ment of Japan, however liberally disposed toward
China, can think of giving them up. Nor can our
continued enjoyment of those rights and interests
endanger China's existence or prosperity. On the

contrary, it has actually helped, instead of hampering,
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her orderly progress and material well-being.

Within the last two decades, Manchuria has shown a
rapid advancement in all branches of constructive
work, and has turned out to be a most thriving region
of whole China. Detached observers will no doubt
agree that the presence and activity of Japanese in
Manchuria have in no small &.Mmmww.m contributed to
such a remarkable development of that region. In this
situation, the Japanese public sentiments are naturally
stirred by occasional reports of the agitations in which
certain quarters in China seem to indulge with a view
to undermining our existing rights and interests in
Manchuria. Practical statesmanship will at once discern
the futility of such movements. The minds of the
Japanese people of all parties and creeds have already
been so mm__mmmw made up that nothing at this moment
can induce them to relinquish what they conceive to

be an attribute of their primary right to exist.

We have always been looking forward with keen

quishment of the position formerly enjoyed by Japan in
China has been an outstanding feature of most of the
important Sino—Japanese negotiations conducted in
recent years: notably, in the discussions on the Shantung
problem and on the questions of the Chinese Customs
Duty and of Extraterritoriality. We believe that on all
these occasions, our fair and friendly policy towards

China has been made abundantly clear.
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interest to the establishment of peace and unity in
China. It is evident that outbreaks of civil strife so
mm_,mﬁ_ recurrent in China have paralysed the normal
growth of our trade with that country. Moreover, —
what is of still greater concern to us, — there are
serious difficulties in the way of carrying into effect
any constructive policy of lasting importance in the
mutual relations of the two nations so long as the
Government of China recognized by Japan is faced with
a strongly organized opposition at home, absolutely
mw%ﬁmw the authority of that Government. We would
be made a target by either of the two opposing camps
in Chinese politics, whatever position we may take up.

In any case, we have made known our intentions in
China in no uncertain terms. No aggression, respect
for each other’s rights, promotion of solidarity, —in
short, ..ﬁﬂmv and let live” , — these are the guiding
principles which we have had constantly and consistently

in mind in regulating our relations with China. Relin-
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territory. It was by the armed intervention of Japan
that the vast fertile region was saved to China. We
remained true to the policy of the preservation of China’s
territorial integrity, relying on her profession of strict
neutrality in the Russo—Japanese War. Had the terms
of her secret alliance with Russia been then revealed, a
different orientation of our policy would have been
amply justified.

Since the close of the Russo~Japanese War, Manchuria
has made an amazing advancement in all directions of
constructive work. It has enjoyed peace and prosperity
to an extent unknown in other parts of China. Such
developments of the North—Eastern Provinces are, in
the mind of our people, ascribed, partly, if not largely,
to our enterprise and investment in those Provinces.
We have never called in question China’s sovereignty
over the territory. We recognize it unequivocally, and
mean to respect it in its full sense. What we seek is not

the sovereignty of the land, But we feel that we have

81| DR

Our rights and interests in Manchuria are too widely
diversified to permit of a clear-cut definition. They are
mostly based on treaty ; all of them are the products of
a long significant history. In 1896, China concluded
with Russia a secret Treaty of Alliance specifically
against Japan. The Treaty remained in force for fifteen
years, covering the period of the Russo—Japanese War.
Immediately upon the conclusion of that Treaty, the
Russians set to work their aggressive policy in Manchuria,
and the records of the abortive negotiations between
Japan and Russia leading up to the War of 1904-5
prove conclusively that Russia had been regarding
Manchuria virtually as an integral portion of her own
territory. Against such a glaring activity of the Czar’s
Government, China was powerless; she even failed to
raise a voice of protest. If that situation had been
allowed to take its course, Manchuria would have

undoubtedly ceased long ago to be a part of Chinese

at least a fair moral claim to count upon the establishment
of the conditions under which our nationals, Korean
as well as Japanese, should be permitted to reside and
carry on commercial, industrial and agricultural pursuits
in Manchuria, and generally to participate in the economic
developments of the region, on the basis of mutual
accommodation and helpfulness.

Turning to the problem of railways in Manchuria,
we have no intention of interfering with any railway
plan of China, which is not calculated to threaten the
existence and operation of the South Manchurian
Railway. The Protocol of the Sino-Japanese Conference
of 1905 at Peking, signed by the Japanese and Chinese
Delegates, contain the assurance of the Chinese Govern-
ment to the effect that no railway line paralled or prejudicial
to the South Manchuria Railway would be constructed
by China. It seems self —evident that China, having
agreed to the possession and working by Japan of the

South Manchurian Railway, cannot in good faith
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proceed to the construction of lines designed to make
the Japanese railway worthless. Here again, we stand
for the principle of “live and let live.” We do not
propose removal of the competing Lines already constructed
by China in disregard of our repeated protests. We
hold, however, that arrangements should be made,
providing for the tariff and connecting service between
the Japanese and Chinese railway systems in such a
way as to forestall useless competion. We trust that it
will be possible for the two railway administrations to
discover a common ground of friendly co—operation to

the lasting benefit of both parties alike.
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