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The National Government of the Republic of China
for the purpose of localizing the present rebellion of
the Northern Militarists has instructed Commander
Shen Hung—Lieh (J%?8%17]4) to proceed to Tsingtao
and despatch Government vessels with orders to stop
and search all vessels proceeding to or leaving the Port
of Tientsin. In the event that arms and/or munitions
of any kind whatever, for which no Huchao has been
issued by the competent authorities of the National
Government, are found upon such vessels, all such
illegally transported arms and/or munitions shall be
treated as contraband and subjected to confiscation
while the vessel conveying the contraband will be dealt
with in accordance with law.
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Nanking,
Rec’ d. May, 12th p.m.1930.
Gaimudaijin, Tokio.

No. 405(Urgent, Betuden)
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stone of the fabric on which the credit of the country is
built up, but the smooth working of the Customs
organisation is vital to the continued prosperity of the
country’ s trade.

M:% action, therefore, by any authority, which
tends to the disintegration of that organisation, is
highly detrimental to financial and commercial interests
in China, whether Chinese or foreign.

The representatives of the interested Powers feel
constrained to point out that Your Excellency s action
runs counter to the declaration made by the Chinese
delegation to the Washington Conference in 1922, to
the effect that the Chinese Government had no intention
of taking any steps which might disturb the present
administration of the Customs.

In notifing Your Excellency as above I enclose
herewith a copy a of a note which I have addressed
equally on behalf of my interested Colleagues and

myself to His Excellency Dr. Wang Cheng-ting on the

DN NN Secthar:d
R - HO YR R B N KT KT O K
fral” HNEK ) HT =

(5= | )
Peiping, June 27th p.m.
Received, June 28th a.m., 1930.
Gaimudaijin, Tokio.
No.482
m: behalf of my interested Colleagues and myself,
I have the honour to advert to the change of personnel
of the Customs House in Tientsin effected cnmmw your
Excellency’ s instructions, whereby the unity of the
Customs Administration has been seriously jeopardized.
My colleagues and I feel it our duty to point out
that the integrity of the Maritime Customs Administration,
which has hitherto been preserved interact through
long periods of civil strife is of the first importance.

Not only but the entire Custms revenues the corner

subject of the levying of Tientsin duties in Shanghai
and other ports.

Yano.

Peiping, June 28 th p.m. 1930.
Rec’d., June29th a.m. 1930.
Gaimudaijin, Tokio.
No.483
H@F interested Colleagues and myself have taken
note that a declaration has been issued stating that the
Tientsin Customs House is temporarily closed, that the
staff of the Customs House has been withdrawn, and
that cargo destined for Tientsin will be released upon
the liquidation of all fiscal obligations (at other ports) .
My colleagues and I have the honour to invite
Your Excellency’ s attention to the fact that, under the

Treaties in force between China and the foreign Powers,

‘import duties are only payable on the landing of the
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goods and export duties on the shipment of the same it
is, therefore, not within the competence of any authorities
to stipulate that import and export duties properly
leviable at Tientsin shall henceforward be collected at
other ports, which moreover lays an unwarranted
burden on the trade of foreign nationals.

%rm Representatives of the interested Powers have
the honour accordingly to notify Your Excellency that
they must refuse to admit any right to collect customs
duties at any port not in accordance with the procedure
clearly specified in the Treaties. They must, therefore,
hold the Chines Government responsible for refund of
any double duties paid by their respective nationals
under the declaration above quoted, and reserve to
themselves the right in due course to claim the refund
of such double duties from the Chinese Government.

Further the Representatives of the interested Powers
feel constrained to point out that the system now introduced

runs counter to the delcaration made by the Chinese

ER LN 2
K SRR o B X R
HPIREI < | 3B
KR 14D o A B = ~ S e i ~ R & e
1) B N R X
KUEERER H 82 # K K #
® O o oof B KON KK
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(R wimdh KCIKEREENBRS R n I~ BEER R

(MsEA)

Delegation to the Washington Conference in 1922, to
the effect that the Chinese Government had no intention
of taking any steps which might disturb the present
administration of the Customs.

In notifying your Excellency as above the afore-said
Representatives have the honour to forward a copy of a
communication which they are addressing to Marshal
Yen Hsi-shan on the subject of the recent proceedings

regarding the Tientsin Customs.

Yano.
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will, therefore, hold the Chinese Government strictly

responsible ¢ « ¢ « +~=2MN They must, therefore,
hold the Chinese Government responsible * * « « <
B XEIEKEK and they will in due course claim * *

“ M= M and reserve to themselves in due course
toclaime « ¢ « “HLAN L LA

K PTG (RGN 1+ o R E N
BHREY (HIPIREKEE) ~ M) N = B0 | R X
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B R RE R m e KR N I 1 S KR {
- KENVEKESSERE< IR X REBENEKE R
N R EHNE e x s KR m = O v WX &
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(B¥ENS)
Telegram received from Foreign Office, London, 27/6/1930.

With reference to the communication from the
Japanese Government conveyed by H.E. the Japanese
Ambassador to Sir Victor Wellesley during his interview
at the Foreign Office on June 25th, His Majesty’ s
Government agree that it is desirable that representations

should be made to the Shansi authorities on the subject
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of their recent action in connection with the Maritime
Customs at Tientsin. They consider, however, that it
would be difficult to base such representations on Nine
Power Treaty or the Declaration of Chinese Delegations
at the Washington Conference to the effect that the
Chinese Government had no intention to effect any
change which might disturb the present administration
of the Chinese Maritime Customs. It is true that if
nothing is done it may encourage similar action at
other ports with serious results to the Customs Adminis-
tration and foreign Commercial interests generally but
on the other hand it seems to be desire of the Shansi
authorities to maintain the Customs Administration on
the same footing as before.

His Majesty’ s Government therefore consider that
it would be preferable that any representations that
may be made should follow the lines of the proposal
discussed at the meeting of Ministers of interested

Powers in Peking on June 24th 1930, namely that

- B (R R i =
FIRLCRKIHER
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Ker o (&)
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representations should be addressed both to the Nanking
Government on the ground of Treaty violations involved
in their retaliatory action and to the Shansi authorities
on the ground of importance of maintaining the integrity
of the Customs. It might further be pointed out in
support of these representations that the combined
effect of the action taken by both sides was to inflict
grave injury both to China herself and to foreign commercial
interests in China.

The drafts of representations on these lines which
it is proposed should be made are to be considered at a
meeting of Ministers in Peking on June 27th and His
Majesty’ s Government suggest to the Japanese Government
that it might be left to their representative at Peking to
discuss the precise wording of the proposed representations.
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