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think that number sufficient to avert, and to resist
an attack should one be made? Has he considered the
possibility of a siege by nationalist troops and of a
relieving expedition as occurred in the Boxer rising?
In the opinion of the British military authorities evac-
uation is preferable to taking that risk.

As regards Tientsin does he think that the present
international garrison (of between 5 ~6000 men) will
suffice to secure its protection?

If His Majesty’s Government could be assured as to
the course which Japan intends to follow they might
be able to adapt their own measures accordingly, and
avoid precipitate evacuation, which is found to cause
general unsettlement. Otherwise they must be guided
by the limited means of defence at their disposal and
by considerations of the safety of their own nationals.
Sir A. Chamberlain would give most careful consi-
deration to any suggestion which Baron Tanaka

might care to offer. He feels that in such a practical

& B
Sir Austin Chamberlain states that he would be

very glad to have Baron Tanaka’s views regarding
Peking and Tientsin. As he understands the position
the three nationalist armies of Chiang, Feng and Tong
are advancing northwards towards Peking. What is
Baron Tanaka’s estimate of the extent of their coop-
eration, and of their chances of occupying Peking?
Does he think that they aim at occupying Peking and
if so that the occupation would be carried out peace-
fully, and without risk of an attempt by force to
seige the Legation quarter? In the event of a Southern
victory His Majesty’s Government consider that all
preparations should be made in case both Peking and
Tientsin have eventually to be evacuated. The evacua-
tion would be carried out in stages. What measures
does Baron Tanaka contemplate to ensure the safety
of the Japanese Legation and Japanese subjects. The

present Legation guards number about 1000. Does he

and urgent matter cooperation between England and
Japan would provide impressive evidence of unison,
with beneficial effect.

British Embassy

May 27, 1927.
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