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ment, As the result of the efforts of the two genera-
tions of foreigners and Chinese this area has acquired
a foremost position among the great ports of the
world. There are now living in the settlement nearly
4,000 Americans, and probably 30, 000 foreigners alto-
gether, who have made this settlement their homes.

mm,?m arrangement for this settlement is of long
standing and made with the local authorities of China
and recognized by the National Government. Huge
sums have been invested by Chinese citizens and the
citizens of foreign nations in municipal and harbor
improvements, in buildings and in all the parapher-
nalia of international trade. The settlement is the vital
center of commerce that ramifies through China and
extends throughout the world.

To a supreme degree the interests of the Chinese
people and of the people of foreign nations requires
that here order shall prevail.

It is the port through which passes 40 per cent of

KEYE C ER~ e K= E R EEE 4R R
HERETED 1| BR O SR EE N B S EI ™R KA S 4 NI
N LZEME DS

SE4Q L VIR R RS CER UM™Y N -
N A =

LI O (RN =

Peking
Gaimushoo, Feb. 5th, p. m.
Gaimudaijin, Tokio.
Urgent No. 184
mw direction of the Secretary of State of the Unit-
ed States, the American Minister has the honor to
make the following communication :
The fate of the American interests in the interna-
tional settlement during the course of the internecine
warfare now unhappily in progress in China is the

occasion of the great anxiety to the American Govern-

the trade in China upon which millions of Chinese
depend for their livelihood.

Ww rom the earliest days the interests of all nations
in the International settlement have prospered in
times of peace and have suffered when there has
been strife in the region surrounding Shanghai or in
the country at large.

In order at least to minimize as much as possible
injury to the persons and property of foreigners and
Chinese living at this port it has been the uniform
policy of the foreign residents of the International set-
tlement and of their Governments to keep the set-

tlement aloof from factional disturbances and as far

as this could be accomplished rigorously to prevent
it from being utilized by any faction.

4)

The cooperation of the authorities in control

of Kiangsu Province in carrying out this policy has
been asked and received, and it has been remarkably

successful.
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In recalling these facts to the Chinese military com-
manders the American Government is confident that
they will lend their sincere support to the proposal
now made that the international settlement at Shang-
hai be excluded from the area of armed conflict so
that American citizens and other foreigners may re-
ceive adequate protection. The American Government
will be ready for its part to become a party to a
friendly and orderly negotiations properly institut-
ed and conducted regarding the future status of the

settlement.
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