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Oral Statement

With reference to the question of the effect of the termination

of the commercial treaty of 1911 upon the status of Japanese
merchants now in this country, it has been decided that aliens
who in the absence of treaty provisions within the meaning of
Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, would
cease to have the status of “treaty merchants” may be permitted
to qualify as visitors temporarily admitted for business or
pleasure under Section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 1924. In
the absence of a treaty of commerce between the United States
and Japan, it is expected that applications for admission of
Japanese nationals who desire to enter the United States
temporarily for business or pleasure will be considered in the
light of the existing law and regulations applicable to visas for

temporary Vvisitors.
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Ambassador Horinouchi asked three questions;

1, whether, expiration of commercial treaty, there would be any
change in import duties and tonnage rates.

2, whether there was any possibility of any exchange of notes
between two Governments defining status of trade relations.

3, what would be status of Japanese merchants who under treaty
provision have been doing business in United States.

In response to first question he was told that expiration of treaty

would not of itself bring any changes, but, as this Government

had repeatedly made clear, further commercial relations between

the two countries would depend upon developments.

In answer to second question he was told this would have to be
held open and presumably from a part of the discussions that
have been taking place in Tokyo between Joseph C. Grew,
United States Ambassador, and Japanese Foreign Minister.

The reply to third question was more detailed and technical. The
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The appropriate branches of the Government have decided
that Japanese merchants now in this country under treaty
provisions need not, upon the termination of the treaty take any
action toward changing their status as residents of this United
States, and that the administrative authorities of this Government
will for the time being take no action in this matter provided that
there is no violation of the terms of admission of such Japanese
merchants under the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigra-
tion Act of 1924, as amended. In the absence of a treaty of
commerce between the United States and Japan, the applications
of Japanase nationals who wish to enter the United States
temporarily for business or pleasure will be considered in the
light of the existing laws and regulations applicable to visas for
the entry of temporary visitors. Japanese nationals now residing
in the United States under the provisions of the commercial
treaty and who proceed abroad temporarily, will also be subject

to the provisions of immigration laws and regulations relating to

temporary Vvisitors.

It may be mentioned that the existing laws and regulations
applicable to the admission into the United States of temporary
visitors preclude classification of any person as a temporary
visitor who intends to remain indefinitely or for a long period of

time in the United States.
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