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VERBAL REMARKS BY VICE MINISTER MATSUSHIMA TO SIR
GEORGE SANSOM OF THE FAR EASTERN COMMISSION

1 presume the General Headquarters of the Allied Forces has informed
you fully of the results of its studies and investigations regarding the present
general conditions in Japan, including the various difficulties confronting us
in building a democratic and peaceful Japan.

Today I should like to bring to your attention somé of our most important
problems — the situation as it exists and our hopes relating thereto —
and discuss them frankly and candidly in the hope that they may be of some
value to you in the execution of your work and in the hope that we may
solicit your earnest efforts and cooperation in seeking the solutions.

1. THE EMPEROR SYSTEM |

In reviving and strengthening the democratic tendencies among the
Japanese people, earnest efforts are being made both by the Government
and the people. However, it goes without saying that the democratic
structure of a country naturally varies according to its history, tradition,
national traits, culture and especially the degree of development of its
political consciousness.

In our country, from its founding to the present day, the Emperor has
reigned or ruled as the Head of State. It is the national belief that the heart
and mind of the people be the heart and mind of the Emperor and that the
Sovereign devotedly pray for the well-being of the people and the peace of
the world. It is my understanding that our people in general believe that a

democratic government which embodies and manifests the national



character of Japan would, at present, be best realized under a constitutional
monarchy. That is to say, the vast majority of the people believe that the
ideal structure for the Emperor system is, in fact, that which is in complete
accord with the principle of “government by the people.”

The Emperor representé the main family of the Japanese people, that is,
he is the head of the national family. Socially, culturally and morally; he is
the center of the Japanese people. It is a solemn historical fact that he is not
only the political stabilizing force, but also the spiritual pivot of our people.
It may be said that it is for this reason that public peace and order are most
effectively 1(?13;1{3';:& in our country under the Emperor system.

It is the common belief among those of our people who possess a healthy
and impartial judgement that the fulfilment of the various obligations placed
upon us by our acceptance of the Potsdam Declaration and; further, our
contributions in the future toward eternal world peace would be best
realized in an orderly, peaceful and smooth manner with effective results
under a constitutional monarchy. -

‘Frankly speaking, our people are easily prone to go to the extreme unless
they are provided with a brake, so to speak. In the very best sense of the
term, the Emperor system is performing the functions of a brake. Without it,
it is generally felt that our country would face the danger of falling into
serious confusion politically as well as socially. In our estimation this point
may be regarded as highly important to the Allied Powers in executing their
control policy over Japan -and, therefore, it is our wish that your special
consideration be accorded on this matter.

2. ECONOMIC PROBLEM

Japanese economy today has not yet emerged from a state of prostration.

Our Government on its part is sparing no efforts to restore stability to our

economy as quickly as possible and to produce substantial results in our

economic reconstruction. Yet there is every danger that these efforts would
be of no avail owing to the general public unrest resulting from the utter
collapse of our industries and strong apprehensions over future prospects. In
the task of restoring public feeling to a state of “normalcy” we earnestly

hope for your moral support.as well as material assistance in the revival of

our industries. Your special consideration will be highly appreciated in

connection with the following points:
(1) Permission for Food Imports

It is widely recognized that the fundamental cause of the great shrinkage
in production and popular unrest is the shortage of food. Although at present
earnest appeals have been addressed to the Allied General Headquarters to
permit-the importation of more than three million tons of cereals, the timing
of the imports is most important. In view of the fact that Japan’s economic
reconstruction depends primarily upon the elimination of public unrest, as
well as the accompanying economic uncertainty, it is earnestly desired that
food imports materialize at the éii'ié’;i possible moment.

Japan is making every effort at production at home. With respect to the
production of wheat this year, good results would be achieved if phosphate
could be had by March and therefore we should like to have your earnest
cooperation in obtaining permission before February regarding our
application for the importation of rock phosphate.

(2) The Reparations Problem

We are very grateful indeed that the Allies are giving sincere study to the
applications made by us with respect to the reparations problem. Since I
shall have the competent official explain to you the details concerning our
desires, I shall only express some of my views on the matter.

First . of all, with respect to the reparations aims announced by

Ambassador Pauley, we have already submitted our wishes regarding the



retention of chemical fertilizers, ball-bearing, aluminum and other factories.
Japan being in a position in which she must in future import large quantities
of foodstuffs and other raw materials from foreign countries, there. is an
absolute need to retain expo industries to some degree. Therefore it is our
earnest desire that you will endeavour to limit items for reparations payment
to an absolute minimum such as is consistent with you basic policy.

Secondly, in Ambassador Pauley’s report there is as yet no announcement
concerning shipping and we presume that the matter is at present under
study. Should, let us suppose, Japan be denied oceanic, navigation the
freight charge for the importation of foodstuffs and raw materials we need
would become an exceedingly heavy burden on our balance of payments.
Since ocean shipping is a very suitable industry for the people of Japan, we
should like to have this matter fully considered and earnest efforts be made
to enable our country to maintain maritime shipping of a size at least
sufficient to enable Japan to carry her own imports on her own ships.
Furthennore, Japan henceforth must find one means of sustenance in the
aquatic industry and therefore it is desired that in deciding the size of our
shipping our possession of large fishing vessels for distant navigation be
approved.

(3) Lifting of Embargo on Foreign Trade

As you well know, Japan cannot subsist without foreign trade. We
therefore beg your efforts toward removing as early as possible the present
embargo on external trade. If the period of the embargo is clearly made
known, we feel that the initiative for enterprise would naturally be revived
and increased and economic reconstruction promoted. In this connection,
we earnestly desire that efforts would be méde to have economic missions
come from the United States and other countries as soon as possible.

(4) Facilitation of the Importation of Foreign Capital

As a result of the war, Japan's economic organization has suffered
extensive damage and for the purpose of rehabilitation both capital and
materials are required in huge quantities. The meagre capital and materials
of our industries, now in a state of stagnancy, naturally being far from
sufficient, it is our desire to effect the earliest possible importation of
foreign capital. The Allies on their own part have certain problems, to be
sure, but we hope that upon a full understanding of our situation efforts
would be made to effectuate our wish.

(5) Clarification of the Significance of the Economic Democratization
Movement

At present the economic detl(;gné:‘:rui“z‘);’&on movemet is strongly being
advocated by the press, radio and other organs of public discussion. Frankly
speaking, however, the Japanese people now in general do not seem to
understand sufficiently the true meaning of their new democracy and
liberalism. Consequently some people have been inclined to regard
democracy and liberalism as being equivalent to extreme individualism and
the class struggle, resulting in a tendency, as seen in wage disputes,
hoarding and loafing on their work, which is retarding economic
rehabilitation. The Government on its part is making every effort to correct
the situation, but we would appreciate whatever efforts you may be able to
make to have the Allied General Headquarters also, in the work of guiding
public opinion, to emphasize strongly the concept of social responsibility
and the concept of service to society in democarcy. 7

You may regard the various wishes I have just made as excessive or
uncalled for. But in all honesty what I have outlined are what we regard as
absolutely essential to reconstruct our economy so that Japan will not
continue indefinitely to be a burden on the Allies and, beyond that, to create

the foundation and the conditions which would enable our country to



contribute in some way to the establishment of world peace.

3. PROBLEM OF OVERSEA JAPANESE

We are very grateful indeed that owing to the kind considerations of the
Allied forces the repatriation of our nationals is proceeding smoothly. Only
from Soviet occupied areas, however, no evacuation of our nationals has yet
taken place. Communications with those areas are completely cut off and
nothing is known of the condition of our nationals.

According to various information received, our nationals on the continent
seem to be in a destitute condition and our people at home who are
interested through blood or business ties are extremely worried. In this
connection we should like to have your kind assistance on the following
points:

(1) The rapid evacuation of our nationals in Manchuria, Northern Korea,
Saghalien and the Kuriles and permission to establish communications with
those areas.

(2) To provide these oversea nationals with adequate funds for living
purposes until such time as they are evacuated and for this purpose to
remove the ban on withdrawal of funds as well as to permit loans on the
spot.

4, THE NEED TO ENHANCE THE PEOPLE’S KNOWLEDGE OF
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND TO PREPARE THEM FOR
PARTICIPATION IN  INTERNATIONAL DEMOCRATIC
MOVEMENTS AND ACTIVITIES

As a result of her defeat, Japan’s international status has undergone a
fundamental change. Internally, in all fields of human activities — political,
economic, social and cultural — there is an upsurge of democratic
movements. Through these movements it is believed that Japan would

completely rid herself of the feudalistic military state and develop into a

responsible peaceful state. But the importance should not be overlooked that
in addition to establishing a democratic structure in the country, Japan in
assuming a new international status, should, at the same time, be given
opportunities for positive participation in international democratic
movements. Japan today is denied international relations. It is our
understanding that when it is recognized that Japan has established a truly
responsible democratic structure, then for the first time will she be able to
renew her international relations. However, we are especially mindful of the
important fact that in the course of our formal participation in the society of
nations we must develop among our people a true consciousness and
understanding of the international democratic movements which are now
proceeding with great vigour and speed in the world and at the same time

prepare them for participation in such movements. When it is considered

that the Japanese people over a period of many years have been given a

mnarrow and twisted international outlook, this need should be emphasized

all the more. That is to say, in order that the Japanese people may have a
peaceful, stable and decent life, the understanding and belief must be
developed among them that such a life is possible only when they live in
common with the other peoples of the world. It is our strong conviction that
this must be one of the foremost tasks of our Foreign Office. In order to
achieve this important and. difficult goal, the people of Japan themselves
must have a positive interest and enthusiasm in the matter and must be
given the chance of active participation in the internatioﬁal democratic
movements which I have just mentioned. For instance, it is to permit the
Japanese people to see actually with their own eyes various international

con-ferehces such as those of labor unions and educators by sending their

own unofficial observers to.them and also to enable them to establish

helpful human intercourse with cultural, educational and religious



organizations in other countries. From the same standpoint, we should also
like to propose that our educators and students be given an opportunity in
the near future to go abroad in large numbers to acquire a truly international
education.

5. OTHER ITEMS

I should like to avail myself of this opportunity to a tell you for your
information some of the frank view of our people regarding the occupation
forces. It is a fact that at the outset of the occcupation the Japanese people
entertained some fears towards the American occupation forces as a result
of various irresponsible rumors. However, with the progress of the
occupation, the generally strict and exemplary discipline of the occupation
troops, outside of a few exceptional cases, and their bright and humanitarian
conduct have aroused in our people a sense of high respect and moved them
to cooperate wholeheartedly in carrying out the occupation. Speaking more
frankly, the Japanese people entertain particular anxiety as regards Soviet
occupation trdops because no information is obtainable from Manchuria,
Northern Korea, Saghalien, the Kuriles and other areas occupied by Soviet
forces. Especially because communication between the American and
Soviet zones of occupation in Korea is closed, we are most apprehensive
that an extremely difficult situation would arise should a similar situation be
brought about in Japan in view of the gloomy economic situation now
prevailing, especially with respect to food.

We believe that the General Headquarters fully understanding this matter,
and although we presume that due consideration is being given so as not to
block communications between zones of occupation should Allied
occupation troops other than those of the United States move into Japan, we
trust that understanding efforts on the part of you gentlemen would also be
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Declaration of Four Nations on General Security, Moséow,

October 30, 1943.

4. That they recognize the necessity of establishing at the
earliest practicable date a general international organization,

based on the principle of the sovereign equality of all
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peace-loving states, and open to membership by all such states,
large and small, for the maintenance of international peace and
security.

TANGUEZEEE (A= —Z0 &) i BAEIRBY

TEOML #fATH D,
............... We shall. seek the cooperation and the active
participation of all nations, large and small, whose peoples in
heart and mind are dedicated, as are our own peoples, to the
elimination of tyranny and slavery, oppression and intolerance.
We will welcome them, as they may choose to come, into a
world family of democratic nations.
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(The Proposed Resolution.

The Security Council, taking into account the fact that, under Article

4 of the Charter, membership in the United Nations is open to all

peace-loving states which accept the obligations contained in the

C(gjlém&g)r, and, in judgment of the Organization, are able and willing to

carry out these obligations; and,

Taking into account the fact the General Assembly, which acts to

admit applicant states to membership on the recommendation of the

- Security Council, will meet for the second part of its first session on

September 3, 1946, resolves that:

1) Applications for membership which have been or may be received
by the Secretary-General should be considered by the Security Council
at the meeting or meetings to be held in August, 1946, for this specific
purpose.

2) Applications for membership which have been or may be received
by the Secretary-General not later than July 15, 1946, shall be referred
to a committee composed of representatives of each of the members of
the Security Council for examination and report to the Council not later
than August 1, 1946.)
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(e thereby enabling the Allied and Associated Powers support Italy
(Hungary, Roumania, Bulgaria, Finland) s application to become a
member of the United Nation and also to adhere to any convention
concluded under the s;“;%?czs of the United Nations.)
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