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DRAFT CONVENTION RELATING TO HZHHWZ>HHOZ>H RIVERS.

L WATERWAYS TO WHICH THE PRINCIPLE OF IN TERNATIONALIZATION
SHALL BE APPLIED.

ArTICLE 1.

The following shall be considered international :

1. All parts of a waterway or of a river system which naturally provide several states with an outlet to the
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sea with or without transhipment from one vessel to another; together with lateral canals and channels built either to

duplicate or improve sections of such waterway or river systems which are naturally navigable (or to connect two of

the same which are naturally navigable).

2. Waterways, canals or parts of waterways and canals to be referred as such in international convention.

1L FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION.

ArRTICLE 2.

In the mwo_.om.mo of navigation nationals and flags of all nations shall be treated in every respect on a footing of
perfect equality, no distinction being made between nationals and flags of riparian and non-riparian states and no ex-
clusive right of navigation shall be granted to companies or to private individuals. No restrictions shall be placed on
the movement of persons and vessels other than those arising under police regulations or from application of laws and
regulations affecting customs, sanitary prescriptions, immigration, emigration and importation of prohibited goods. Such
regulations reasonable and aniform shall not uunecessarily impede traffic.

ARTICLE 3.
All riparian states shall be entitled to prohibit coasting-trade  petit cabotage” in their territories by foreign

sea-going or river ships.

III. - DUES AND TAXES.

ARTICLE 4.

Taxes varying on different sections of the river may be levied on vessels using navigable channel or its ap-
proaches. They arc intended solely to cover ecquitably cost of maintaining in a navigable condition or such me_.cﬁw.-
ment of rivers and their approaches or to meet cxpenditure incurred in the interest of navigation.

Schedule of taxes shall be calculated on the basis of such expenses and shall be posted up in the ports. (Such
taxes shall be levied in such manager as to render any detailed examination of cargo unnecessary except in cases to

suspect fraud or contravention).
ArTICLE §.

Transit of vessels, passengers and goods on the water-way or portions of the water-way referred to in Article 1
shall be effected in accordance with conditions laid down by the Convention relating to freedom of transit.

When the two banks of an international river form part of the same state, goods in transit can be placed under
seals or in custody of customs agents. )

In cases where the river forms a frontier, goods and passenger traffic shall be exempt from all customs
formalities.

Loading and unloading of goods, embarkation and disembarkation of passengers shall only take place in ports

specified by the riparian state.

Ll
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ArTICLE 6.
No dues of any kind other than those stipulated in the present regulations shall be levied along the course or at
the mouth of international rivers. This stipulation shall not prevent fixing by the riparian state or customs, local
octroi consumption dutics, or the creation of reasonable times levied in the ports in accordance with public tariff for the

use of cranes, clevators, quays, warehouses cte.

IV. WORKS.
ARTICLE 7.

In default of any special organisation for carrying out works connected with up-keep and improvement of the
international portion of a navigable system, each riparian state shall be obliged to take suitable measures in order to
remove any obstacle or danger to navigation and insure maintenance of good condition of navigation.

(Should any state neglect to comply with this obligation any riparian state may appeal to the tribunal instituted

for this purpose in conncction with the League of Nations.)
ARTICLE 8.

The same procedure shall be adopted in the case of a riparian state undertaking any works capable of impeding
navigation over any international section, the tribunal (mentioned in the preceding article), as arranged below, shall be

entitled to demand suspension, abandonment or abolition of said works, making due allowance in its decision for all

rights in connection with irrigation, water powers, fishery, any other national interests (which, in the event of agree- -

ment being arrived at by all riparian states shall be given priority over the requirement of navigation.)

Appeal to the tribunal of the League of Nations shall not be suspended.

V. ADMINISTRATION OF INTERNATIONAL RIVERS.
ARTICLE 9.

Administration of a water-way or a section thereof to which internationalization is applicable shall be guaranteed’
and navigation on this section shall be regulated :— .

(a) either by cach riparian state in full sovereignty over the whole extent of its own territory, provided that
stipulations of the present Convention are observed ;

(b) or subject to fixed conditions by agreement between the riparian states with the same proviso;

(¢) or in virtue of special Convention by an international Commission, the SBvommamo,: and duties of which
shall be fixed according to particular conditions of each system by the regulations applicable to that system and which
Em%,_vm composed in proportion to their respective interests of either exclusive delegates of all the riparian states or also
.,ow delegates of the states interested.

In the event of violation of any of the provisions of the present convention, any interested state may appeal to
the tribunal instituted for this purpose in connection with the League of Nations and may demand that an international

commission should be constituted.

ARTICLE 10.

: In the event of an international commission being formed, it shall be considered as peremptory authority, acting
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entirely independent of the territorial authorities and may possess the following powers:—

(1) That of specifying and causing to be carried out measures indispensable for its up-keep of works and for-
its improvement and development of the navigability of the river in cases where such measures have not been carried
onp.g, the riparian states themselves ;

(2) That of fixing and applying schedules of taxes;

(3) That of drawing up river 50:& regulations which as far as circumstances may permit shall be uniform
throughout the whole course of the river;

, (4) That of superintending strict observance of the regulations;

(5) That of appointing the inspector-in-chief of navigation who shall exercise .m:ﬁ.o..:v. on behalf of the com-

mission over the whole course of the river and over vessels of all nations;

(6) ‘That of sanctioning appointment of local inspectors of navigation nominated by the riparian states.

ArTICLE 11.

In the event of an international -commission existing and of no provisions to the contrary appearing in any
special convention each riparian state shall be entitled to carry out iiself any measures which it may oosmmmo.u suitable on
sections of the international system over which it exercises sovereignty with a view to insuring up-keep and improve-
ment of river traffic.

No addition to existing taxes shall be made by reason of above mentioned measures, except in respect of

facilities given in local parts, if such expense has not been previously approved by the commission,

VI NAVIGATION POLICE.

ArticLE 12.
Riparian states shall retain their rights of sovereignty over those parts of a river which flows through their
territory, sole restrictions being those arising out of the present regulations.
They shall appoint local navigation inspectors for such river sections within their territory and shall cause police

regulations drawn up by the commission to be carried out.

ArTICLE 13,

Should an international commission exist it may be stipulated that offence against the navigation am:~§._m=m
drawn up by the international commission shall be judged in the first instance or finally, according to the amount of
fine fixed by such regulations by the local navigation inspector. When appeal is allowed, it shall be g.o:m._._« before the
competent tribunal of the riparian state in question.

In that event, such riparian state undertakes to submit its legislative measures for fixing uniform penalty aund

for nominating the appeal tribunal which shall deal with all offences committed within their jurisdiction.

ArTICLE 14.
Disputes of civil or commercial nature which may arise in connection with navigation shall, at the opition of the
plaintiff, be brought either before a court of defendant’s place of domicile or before a court of the district in which
occurrence giving rise to dispute shall bave taken place. Dispute shall be judged according to the national law of the

Court decided upon, and the practice shall be that swvmgv_o under such law.
Ny
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ARTICLE 15.

Disputes arising between riparian or non-riparian states respecting applicable of this convention 'shall in the. first

instance be brought before the international commission, if any.
Should no such international commission exist or should findings of such commission not be accepted by one of

the states concerned, the matter shall be settled in conformity with provisions of the Ieague of Nations.

ArTICLE 16.
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