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The agreement of July 17th for the temporary closing
of the Burma Road to the transport of certain materials to
China was offered by His Majesty’'s Government on the

understanding that, during the period of its validity, special



efforts would be made to bring about a just and equitable
peace in the Far East. The agreement provided that at the
end of the period of three months, His Majesty's
Government would remain free either to continue or
discontinue the arrangement in accordance with conditions
existing at the time.

Thus the purpose of this arrangement, so far as His
Majesty's Government were concerned was to afford an
interval during which a genuine effort might be made to
reach an all-round settlement. This object has not been
achieved. On the contrary the Japanese Government have
obtained facilities for sending their troops into Indo-China
in order to launch a fresh attack on China. Furthermore the
Japanese Government have concluded a political, military
and economic pact with the Axis Powers.

In the circumstances described His Majesty’s

Government regret that they do not see their way to renew

this agreement when it expires on October 17th.
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The Japanese Consul-General at Hongkong reports
that the Colonial Secretary of Hongkong informed him
yesterday that according to the instruction received from

London the question of prohibiting the export of war

materials at Hongkong was to return to the situation of
1939 and although arms and ammunitions would be
prohibited in future, other materials would be allowed to
pass after October 18th.

The prohibition of transportation from Hongkong to
China of arms and ammunition, gasoline, trucks, railway
materials, etc, was promised by several letters and
documents exchanged between Your Excellency and the
Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs during June and July
of this year, and in contrast with the case of Burma no date
limit was affixed to the said prohibition. As to the
categories of materials to be prohibited, Your Excellency’s
letter addressed to Mr. Arita dated July 16th stated that
“regardless of whether or not Japanese troops are at any
moment on the land frontier, the measures already in
existence provide a prohibition of export to China of
specific war material. The measures now to be taken will
ensure that the export of additional categories will equally

be prohibited. As regards the categories of materials,
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whatever is agreed in the case of Burma will be applied in
Hongkong.” In regard to the duration of the prohibition the
same letter stated that “the measures taken in Hongkong
prevent, and will continue to prevent, the export of war
material from the Colony, whether by sea or by land, to
China and Chinese ports.” In short it is clear that the war
materials of the categories prohibited in Burma at that
time were also prohibited at Hongkong with no limit as to
its duration.

In these circumstances I must inform Your Excellency
that our Government cannot but view with most serious
concern the above-mentioned report from our Consul-
General in Hongkong and that if it is actually the intention
of the British Government to cancel arbitrarily the
agreement reached about Hongkong, the entire
responsibility for the future will rest on the British

Government.

YR

RO
HELEKHR (#5)

HESHSmIm

1967

SR Bt BRSNS B © BB W EIR V980

N S KIHLIK F B i ER L2 O 5 >
Ko o3 SmEmER
¥ o SmSmEi

AP ES (KiH)

+ X R R <N SRR N @Y =

TP (HENERR D) BRI R E E SR | @
RAOENR CERm o RESY R | 57 X R {n~ gk
WS RN A PN RERE  EX R ER
e 2REBENRE L UED | E{EYN AEIN K -G8 K
I (counter-suggestion) 1| Z7 N M E-304BR 2 ¢ INA NN
N RPN B R EE N | S R REEER AN AN
AR FEX RARCENBRE RSB AP 2 RIOIK
HKIXANERREEX I IERAF DN
ROERY=

IR HE" K BRSNS

3081



HRTHOEEREE < <
HELERKIHE (W)

SRl S K 0k S OB S SRR KR - S Y
I 12 Wi fur . BR S A SR 2 2 O 3o [ 3 B4
¥ro# SmImRR

K SmImEi

HR O mRm

1968

R HHAC<E (KiHE)

HERHACPEED

O M R N 0 1 | ks = - e~
ERDDMER TR 5 R P RIN QER N B il f
RS RERE | BN o - A RN AHEE N B iy 1 -
HESEENBENERE Y R NCRAONRKRRK
HER RERR CEERERE LR (W N o

NHED (A4 — | KEPDTREHR a0 N2K
B EENERRIE | ORNBO | KRR NE RN D L
N e XAQWEE ) | FON R R mi - nm S 4R

BN R X RUEES R o KEGE

1969

&
m¥
N
AL

1970

NN — N BB o

ROLILO o 0
ERSESEAE gmdecmR (@R

VRN AL EERERSHFHE S LND

HERNN IR ONVSTKEL O SV
NAD™N—N  SmRmRE
* W SmSmE
[RNES
Sl [EE [N ] SERem o NP | A JEHEDE ™
P2EE [N ] NRHEHHD KUk | &

DR IN TR Y o

ENRHEO g HER N R |
J RN PERADER ] [N #ER
BB | QE N IR N R

201 A NN [N

BEHIR=

R EERER <
HERGEKIHE (5)

SRR it A S R 6k R 3T v 32 4B o 0 I S M I 40
KIAQ I Ul 3 L2 O 5 v

BREESmAm

3082



2 Euw - FiEL—

Ko SmImiE
¥ W SmImRiE

K RE (KiH)
< IR I T L Y TN B

Directed acknowledge receipt your letter of 16th
October, 1940, which contains protest on the subject of
Burma road Agreement.
2. Restrictions imposed by this Government in July, 1940,
have not been removed or relaxed and will not be until full
consideration has been given to similar protests which it is
understood have been made in Tokyo and London.
3. It is requested that your Government be early
informed in the above sense.
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2 March 10th, 1941.
TERNEFEER CEAKRNEENEENHE 1~ (366/74FR/41)
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BriTisH EmBAssy, Tokvo.

My dear Vice-Minister,

I~ With reference to our conversation on the 3rd instant,
regarding unfounded reports of Anglo-Chinese activities, 1
write to inform you that my Government fully approved
the categorical denial I gave of the story that Chinese

troops had entered Burma or that an Anglo-Chinese

2 B~ - FiE)L— b

SEE L DR R RESNRENEES ) BER D
R NERKNEN N X RPN R0~

o R BB N IR S D R HRE N N CER = SERIEEIE

S agreement providing for such entry had been concluded.
KK EEREE N DNRENEES | m oKy AR ON The telegram I received continued as follows:
SR AN X “We do not propose to issue denials of each such report
SREEE R KO BN g R as it appears, but in response to press enquiries we are

taking the attitude that Japanese agencies are
inundating the Far East with highly imaginative

stories regarding British activities, for reasons which
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can only be conjectured. Since there stories are being
faithfully reproduced by Transocean we cannot but
feel suspicious as to the source from which they
originated.”
Believe me,
my dear Vice-Minister,
Yours very sincerely,
R. L. Craigie
His Excellency
Mr. Chuichi Ohashi,

His Imperial Japanese Majesty's

Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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