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Suggested method of handling Tientsin dispute.

(1) Measures interfering with the livelihood,
personal liberty and food supplies of British Subjects in
Tientsin to be discontinued and all discrimination against
British Subjects in measures taken by Japanese authorities
for defence against terrorist activities to be removed.

(2) His Majesty’s Government to be prepared to

discuss at once with Japanese Government all outstanding
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Anglo-Japanese questions relating to Tientsin on the basis
that:
(a) British authority in the Concession is to be
maintained intact and
(b) All possible steps consistent with the maintenance
of neutrality are to be taken by British authorities
to ensure that the Concession is not used for any
purpose demonstrably prejudicial to the local
military or political interests of the occupying
Power.
(3) Negotiations to be pursued vigorously with a view
to a very early settlement, Representatives of the British
Consulate-General and of the Japanese authorities in China

to come to Tokyo for the purpose.

(=fe1 )
K o omJdmPoir SRR
ok | MR HER

Your Excellency was good enough to submit to me on

Tuesday last a proposal for negotiations between your
Government and mine for the settlement of the Tientsin
question. I am glad to tell you that my Government have
given a most careful consideration to your proposal.

In regard to military restrictions imposed on
communications with the British Concession in Tientsin, I
wish to tell you that these measures have been adopted
entirely in response to the military needs on the spot. In
taking these measures, I can assure you that care has been
taken by our local authorities not to interfere purposely
with the livelihood, personal liberty and food supplies of any
particular nationals in the Concession, and I have no doubt
that the commencement of negotiations now contemplated
will bring about by itself the moderation of those measures.

In the second paragraph of your memorandum Your
Excellency proposed that negotiations be pursued on the
basis of the two points mentioned in that paragraph. In
order to arrive at an early solution of the Tientsin question,

it would be advisable to avoid fixing the basis of the
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negotiations beforehand. With this idea in view, I am going
to submit to Your Excellency our concrete proposition in a
few days and I wish the settlement could be reached
practically out of the discussion of that proposition.

As to the point raised in the third paragraph of your
memorandum, I am most pleased to concur in your
proposal. Negotiations will be begun by Your Excellency
and myself, and they will be pursued under our supervision
by the representatives of both parties to be chosen
respectively out of those who have come up from China for
the purpose.

There is another point which I wish to be clearly
understood by Your Excellency in entering into the
negotiations. As you are aware, the present situation in
Tientsin has been brought about immediately by the
question of the surrender of some acknowledged members
of the terrorist gang there, but as a matter of fact, it has its
origin in the various complicated circumstances prevailing

on the spot. The settlement of the dispute has therefore to

be sought in Tientsin itself and the proposition to be made
by my Government will naturally refer to military, political
and economic requirements pertaining to the security of
our military forces on the spot. Your Excellency now
proposed to enter into negotiations on the subject in Tokyo
by inviting here the representative of the British
Consulate-General in Tientsin and under your supervision.
Abiding by the spirit in which this proposal has been made,
my Government are prepared to let their representatives
pursue these negotiations here under their guidance. In
this connexion I wish to point out as I have done before that
it is generally believed in my country that the present
China affair could have been brought to an end long before
this but for the continued assistance given by your country
to Chiang Kai-shek, and it is an unanimous desire of my
country that in appreciation of our case, your country will
bring herself to abandon in due course its policy of assisting
Chiang and to adjust it so as to be in line with our policy in

China. In handling all outstanding questions in Tientsin, I
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hope that Your Excellency will bear in mind the existence

of this sentiment in my country.
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I am glad to learn from Your Excellency that the
Japanese Government agree to my suggestion that the
discussion of these Tientsin questions should now be
undertaken in Tokyo and I will at once refer the whole
matter to my Government. As regards the enquiry made
by Your Excellency at the end of your statement, I shall
certainly bear in mind the existence in Japan of the

sentiment to which you refer.
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Mr. Arita having submitted an agenda (Annex I) and
given a general explanation of Point 1 of the agenda, Sir
Robert Craigie replied that he found himself in general

agreement with Mr. Arita's representation of the subject,

provided that there was no question of imposing conditions
for the conduct of the Tientsin conversations. Mr. Arita,
while agreeing that the word “conditions” was not
applicable, considered that it was necessary to obtain
agreement on Point 1 of the agenda before proceeding to
discussion of Points 2 and 3. Sir R. Craigie suggested that
the desiderata of both sides might be met if any formula
agreed to were to be described as “Statement proposed as
a means of facilitating progress of negotiations relating to
Tientsin.”

Mr. Arita then submitted the draft of a formula
(Annex II) for the solution of Point 1. Sir R. Craigie
objected to this formula on the grounds that:

(a) It related to China as a whole instead of to the
Tientsin area which was the subject of discussion.
(b) It invited the British Government to agree in
advance and without qualification to any measures
which the Japanese military authorities might deem

it necessary to take in what they held to be the
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interests of self-defense.

(c) The last sentence contained an implication that the
British Government had hitherto countenanced acts
and measures by the British authorities in China
calculated to interfere with the maintenance of
Japanese security and public order in the occupied
area. This was far from being the case.

He felt that all three points presented serious
difficulty. He offered to submit to his Government a
counter-proposal if Mr. Arita would agree to modify his
draft formula as shown in Annex III. He urged strongly
that this was the most that the Japanese Government were
entitled to ask His Majesty’'s Government to declare
without raising general questions of policy which affected
the exercise of belligerent rights and the interests of third
Powers.

Mr. Arita regretted that he was unable to accept the
counter-proposal and argued strongly for the acceptance of

his original draft. As Sir Robert Craigie was convinced that

his Government could not accept Mr. Arita’s formula in its
present shape, it was agreed that the interview should be
adjourned for further consideration and in order that Sir R.

Craigie should inform his Government of the position.

ANNEX I

The agenda of discussion on the Tientsin problem

1. General question
2. Problems relating to the maintenance of peace and
order.

3. Problems relating to economic matters.

ANNEX II
The British Government fully recognise the actual
situation in China, where hostilities on a large scale are in
progress, and note that, as long as that state of affairs
continues to exist, the Japanese Forces in China have
special requirements for the purpose of safeguarding their

own security and maintaining public order in the regions
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under their control, and they have to take the necessary
steps in order to suppress or remove any such acts or
causes as will obstruct them or benefit their enemy. The
British Government, therefore, will refrain, and cause the
British authorities in China to refrain, from all acts and
measures which will interfere with the Japanese Forces in

attaining their above-mentioned objects.

ANNEX IIT

The British Government fully recognise the situation
created by the progress in China of hostilities on a large
scale and note that, as long as that state of affairs continues
to exist, the Japanese Forces in China have special
requirements for the purpose of safeguarding their own
security and maintaining public order in the regions under
their control and are entitled to expect that the British
authorities and British nationals will abstain from any such
acts or measures as will obstruct the Japanese Forces or

benefit their enemy. The British Government have no

intention of countenancing such acts or measures and have
already made it plain to the British authorities in China that
this is their policy.
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The first sentence of the agreed formula is not intended to
preclude the British Government from making
representations to the Japanese Government in regard to
any particular case, if unfortunately occasion arises of

doing so.
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o | KL

His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom fully
recognize the actual situation in China where hostilities on
a large scale are in progress and note that, as long as that
state of affairs continues to exist, the Japanese Forces in
China have special requirements for the purpose of
safeguarding their own security and maintaining public
order in the regions under their control and that they have

to suppress or remove any such acts or causes as will
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obstruct them or benefit their enemy. His Majesty’s

Government have no intention ...

(k1)
¥ o cmQmE—ER

ok | LR

His Majesty's Government have no intention of
countenancing any acts or measures prejudicial to the
attainment of the above mentioned objects by the Japanese
Forces and they will again make it plain to the British
authorities and British nationals in China that they should

refrain from such acts and measures.

(=EREL)

U cmYmMECER
4ok | KROE
and they will take this opportunity to confirm their policy
in this respect by making it plain to the British ... and

measures.
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His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom fully
recognize the actual situation in China where hostilities on
a large scale are in progress and note that, as long as that
state of affairs continues to exist, the Japanese Forces in
China have special requirements for the purpose of
safeguarding their own security and maintaining public
order in the regions under their control and that they have
to suppress or remove any such acts or causes as will
obstruct them or benefit their enemy. His Majesty's
Government have no intention of countenancing any acts
or measures prejudicial to the attainment of the above-
mentioned objects by the Japanese Forces and they will
take this opportunity to confirm their policy in this respect

by making it plain to the British authorities and British
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