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Briist EmBAssy, Tokvo.
Immediate 15th June, 1939
My dear Minister,

With reference to our conversation yesterday I am
sorry to say that I have now received news from His
Majesty’s Consul-General at Tientsin indicating that the
restrictions being imposed on

military now

communications with the British Concession are being

applied in such a way as to constitute definite and grave
anti-British discrimination. According to this report all
British subjects are being held up for from one-half to one
hour and rigorously searched on entering and leaving the
Concession in the same matter as, and together with, all
Chinese. Other foreigners are being allowed to pass
without stoppage or examination. It further appears that
some British subjects, including military in uniform, have
been refused exit.

By no process of reasoning can such discrimination
against British subjects be justified by the Japanese
authorities on the plea either of self-defense or in connexion
with the case of the four Chinese which we discussed
yesterday. I cannot believe that such action has the
of the Japanese

authority or even the approval

Government and I must therefore ask Your Excellency to
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be good enough to arrange for instructions to be
despatched to the proper Japanese authorities in Tientsin
to ensure that every form of discrimination against British
subjects is at once discontinued.

The matter being, as you will see, very urgent, I should
be most grateful if Your Excellency would, if possible, let
me have a reply to this letter today in order that I may give
His Majesty's Government precise information as to the
attitude of the Japanese Government in the matter.

Believe me
my dear Minisster,
Yours very sincerely,
R. L. Craigie
His Excellency
Mr. Hachiro Arita,
His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s

Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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